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Chatham News + Record
Water quality activists react to Pittsboro’s 

decision to investigate polluters
BY TAYLOR HEEDEN

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Pittsboro resident 
and Clean Haw River co-founder Katie 
Bryant was preparing to celebrate 
her birthday on June 17 in a unique 
way — attending a national conference 
in Wilmington about PFAS pollutants 
with representatives from the Environ-
mental Protection Agency and N.C.’s 
Dept. of  Environmental Quality. 

What Bryant didn’t expect was a 
breaking announcement from back 
home on the eve of  her birthday — 
Pittsboro’s board of  commissioners 
announcing its intent to investigate and 

possibly pursue litigation against up-
stream polluters, some of  which have 
dumped PFAS and other health-threat-
ening chemicals into the town’s drink-
ing water supply.

“I felt like it was just the biggest 
birthday gift the town could have giv-
en,” Bryant said. “It’s been a struggle 
for me to give trust in them, and they 

regained my trust and possibly the 
trust of  their community by making 
this step forward.”

Activists like Bryant have worked 
and advocated that Pittsboro pursue 
legal action against those responsible 
for the many discharges of  PFAS and 
1,4-Dioxane — chemical compounds 
which have been deemed likely carcin-

ogens — into the Haw River, Pittsboro’s 
only source of  drinking water.

The Haw River Assembly has been 
one of  the main organizations in Cha-
tham County advocating for cleaner 
water for residents.

Haw River Riverkeeper Emily Sutton 
has spent years being a proponent for 
the end of  chemical discharges and 
pursuing legal action against dis-
chargers on the Haw River Assembly’s 
behalf. 

“This is something that we’ve been 
pushing Pittsboro to take action 
towards since we found out about 

‘IT WAS JUST THE BIGGEST BIRTHDAY GIFT’

See WATER, page A3

Chatham celebrates Juneteenth 
with event-filled weekend 

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Hundreds of  
Chatham residents gathered at the 
Chatham County Agricultural and 
Industrial Fair Association this 
weekend to celebrate Juneteenth 
with events provided by two Cha-
tham-based organizations. 

Juneteenth commemorates the 
emancipation of  enslaved African 
Americans, and marks the day 
— June 19, 1865 — when slaves in 
Galveston, Texas, were informed 
about the Emancipation Procla-

mation, signed nearly two and a 
half  years before. Texas designated 
Juneteenth as a holiday in 1980, but 
it wasn’t made a federal holiday 
until last year.

In Pittsboro, Chatham Organiz-
ing for Racial Equity (CORE) and 
Wealth through Entrepreneur-
ship for Black Businesses (WEBB 
Squared) held their celebrations on 
June 18 and 19, respectively, with 
each event having a unique focus. 
CORE’s event focused on celebrat-
ing Black culture and its history, 
while WEBB Squared’s event high-
lighted and commemorated Black 

entrepreneurs and their contribu-
tions to the community. 

On Saturday, CORE’s celebration 
featured a Black business expo, an 
exhibit filled with artifacts from 
Chatham County’s Black history, 
a drumline and step team, several 
speakers and more. 

CORE Executive Director Kar-
inda Roebuck helped to organize 
the 5th annual celebration. She 
said Juneteenth provides a perfect 
opportunity for the community to 
come together and commemorate 

Northwood 
graduate dies 
in accidental 

drowning incident
BY BEN RAPPAPORT

News + Record Staff

CHAPEL HILL — A 2022 Northwood gradu-
ate died in an accidental drowning incident in 
Chapel Hill last Thursday. 

Christian Poteat Jr., who played lacrosse 
and football at Northwood, was swimming at 
Eastwood Lake Thursday afternoon, accord-
ing to Chapel Hill Police Department. 

“At around 2:20 p.m., the Chapel Hill Police 
and Fire Departments, along with Orange 
County Emergency Services, responded to 

Photo via Jackie Harpham on Twitter

Christian Poteat Jr. poses for a selfie with 
Northwood Sports Medicine Trainer Jackie 
Harpham. Poteat died in an accidental 
drowning incident Thursday.

Staff photo by Tanner Bubeck

Mark Hewitt’s workshop
The tools of the potter sit atop a bucket inside Mark Hewitt’s workshop at 
his pottery studio in Pittsboro. The largest of Hewitt’s kilns can be walked 
through by visitors, inviting them to see the glazed bricks that make up the 
inside. More photos, page B5.

CCS puts emergency 
COVID funding to good 
use despite challenges

BY BEN RAPPAPORT
News + Record Staff

Districts across North Carolina 
have left millions of  COVID-19 relief  
funds on the table by not allocating 
them, but that’s not the case here: 
Chatham County Schools has clear 
plans for the nearly $19 million it will 
ultimately get.

The clock to spend that money 
keeps ticking, with school districts 
needing to decide on allocations by 
September 2024. 

All told, North Carolina school dis-
tricts and charter schools have been 
given a total of  $6.2 billion in federal 
COVID-19 funds, but thus far have 
only spent $2.4 billion, according to 

the N.C. Dept. of  Public Instruction. 
Chatham County has a total allot-

ment of  federal funds of  $18,777,352. 
As it stands, CCS has all of  its 
COVID-related emergency funding al-
located and budgeted through 2024; so 
far, about $5 million of  that has been 
spent, with plans to spend the balance 
by June 30, 2024. 

Amanda Moran, assistant super-
intendent for academic services and 
instructional support for CCS, said the 
district utilized planning and prioritiz-
ing when considering needs. 

“The reason we don’t have a surplus 
of  unspent funds is that we had a 
strong plan from the beginning,” Mo-

See DROWNING, page A9
See JUNETEENTH, page A3

See COVID, page A9

I hope that this sets a precedent for other communities to 
know that this is a legal tool in their toolbox, and that we need 
to identify the sources and eliminate the sources of pollution 
at the discharge.

EMILY SUTTON, Riverkeeper for the Haw River Assembly

‘A CELEBRATION OF COURAGE AND RESILIENCE’

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

The Zeta Phi Beta sorority performs a step routine at the Pittboro Junteenth celebration on Saturday 
at the Chatham Co. Fairgrounds in Pittsboro. The sorority is a part of the Divine Nine, the nine 
historically Black Greek letter organizations that make up the National Pan-Hellenic Council. 
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COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR
Events are subject to 
change based on closures 
related to the coronavirus 
pandemic. Verify with 
organizers prior to events.

ON THE AGENDA 
• The Siler City Board 
of Commissioners will 
have a specially-called 
meeting at 6:30 p.m. on 
Monday, June 27, at the 
Wren Memorial Library 
Multipurpose room.
• The Pittsboro Board of 
Commissioners will meet 
at 7 p.m. on Monday, June 
27, at the Chatham Coun-
ty Agriculture & Confer-
ence Center. Members of  
the public can livestream 
the meeting on YouTube.

• OTHER
• Help the Chatham 
Chamber of Com-
merce to celebrate the 
opening of  Down Town 
Cafe in Siler City. A 
Ribbon Cutting will 
take place at 10:30 a.m. 
on Thursday, June 30. 
Light refreshments will 
be available. Stay over 
and order lunch. Down 
Town Cafe is a family 
owned restaurant serving 
home cooked meals and 
desserts.   
• The Siler City Lions 
Club will hold a Red 
Cross blood drive, Sat-
urday, June 25, at Loves 
Creek Baptist Church 
from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
• Mt. Vernon Masonic 
Lodge #143 has its Stat-
ed Communication on 
the 3rd Tuesday of  each 
month (June 21), with 
supper at 6:30 p.m., meet-

ing at 7:30. All Master 
Masons are welcome. 185 
Bonlee/Bennett Road., 
Bonlee.
• The Goldston Pub-
lic Library Book Club 
for Adults, 18 and up. 
Meetings will be held 
in the E.M. Harris Jr. 
Conference Room at the 
Library. For complete 
information, call the 
library at 919-898-4522 or 
email juana.gomez@cha-
thamlibraries.org. The 
library is located at 9235 
Pittsboro-Goldston Road, 
Goldston.  
• Chatham Community 
Library announces the 
return of  the Chess Club 
and Clinic, Saturdays 
through July 9, from 1 
to 3 p.m., meeting in the 
Lakritz Storytime Room, 
for teens and adults, 12 
and up.

Wren Memorial 
Library in Siler City 
announce new pro-
grams and events for 
the Chatham County 
community to enjoy. The 
Arts & Crafts begins 
Wednesday, June 1 and 
continues on the first 
Wednesday each month, 
from 10 a.m. to noon. 
Community members 
of  all ages are invited to 
create theme-based arts. 
Materials are supplied. 
Take-and-make supplies 
will be available for 
those who wish to drop 
in and make something 
at home. For the month 
of  June, the theme is 
Ocean Animals. ---  Wren 
Memorial Library Social 
Hour begins Thursday, 
June 2 and continues 
each Thursday, from 3 to 
4 p.m. Adult community 
members (ages 18 and 
up) have an opportunity 

to meet and chat with 
fellow neighbors, a great 
opportunity to meet new 
people and form lasting 
friendships. --- The Fam-
ily Story Time begins 
Thursday, June 2 and 
continues each Thursday, 
from 10:30 to 11:00 a.m. 
Community members 
of  all ages are welcome 
to join Wren Memorial 
Library for interactive 
story time. Participants 
will hear stories, sing 
songs, and maybe even do 
some dancing. Note: Tod-
dler Story Time at Wren 
Memorial Library will 
continue to occur each 
Tuesday at 10:30 a.m. The 
Library is located at 500 
North 2nd Avenue,. For 
more information about 
these events and pro-
grams at Wren Memorial 
Library, individuals may 
contact wren@chatham-
libraries.org or (919) 
742-2016. 

ONGOING
• Siler City’s City Hall is 
currently under reno-
vation. The 1st and 2nd 
floors are closed to the 
public. The Planning and 
Community Development 
Department is located in 
the basement and can be 
accessed through the far 
left door facing E. 3rd St. 
Parking available at the 
100 block of  E. 3rd St.
• The Silk Hope Ru-
ritans host a Benefit 
Bingo on the first, third, 
and fifth Thursdays of  
each month. Next on the 
schedule is June 30 at the 
Silk Hope Community 
Center. 
• Horton High School 
Alumni Association 
Scholarship Committee is 
accepting applications for 

2022-2023 HHSAA Schol-
arship. Descendants of  
any Horton High School 
alumnus or attendee may 
apply online, at hortonhi-
ghalumni.com; then click 
on “scholarship.” Appli-
cations must be accepted 
by August 1, 2022. 
• St. Bartholomew’s 
Episcopal Church 
provides a healthy meal 
at no cost to those who 
come to us hungry at 
noon on Thursdays. We 
provide a place of  hospi-
tality and fellowship for 
everyone. All are wel-
come, regardless of  race, 
sex, age, national origin, 
religious preference, 
handicap, or income.
• The Chatham Histor-
ical Museum is open 
Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday, 11 a.m. until 4 
p.m. We will be following 
the governor’s directive 
on occupancy, masks, 
and social distancing. 
Adult and kid friendly; 
no admission fee. Our 
permanent exhibits cover 
all aspects of  Chatham’s 
unique history. The 
museum is located in the 
historic Chatham County 
Courthouse in the Circle. 
More info at https://cha-
thamhistory.org.
• Second Bloom hours 
are 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
at 630 East St., Pitts-

boro, in the Food Lion 
Shopping Center. We are 
accepting donations of  
gently used men’s and 
women’s spring clothing 
and accessories. Credit 
cards are accepted. All 
proceeds provide support 
for survivors of  domestic 
violence, sexual assault 
and promote community 
education in collabo-
ration with Chatham 
County. 
• The Chatham Arts 
Council has put to-
gether a relief  effort 
specifically for artists 
and arts-workers called 
CAARE: Chatham Artist 
and Arts-Worker Relief  
Effort. For more infor-
mation on CAARE, or 
to donate, visit Cha-
thamArtsCouncil.org.
• Foster and/or adoptive 
information: Give chil-
dren a safe place to grow. 
Interested in becoming a 
Foster and/or Adoptive 
parent? Call 919-642-6956 
to learn more.
• Alcoholics Anony-
mous — North Carolina 
District 33, call the Help 
Line at 866-640-0180 for 
the meeting schedule for 
this area.
• Motorcycle Associa-
tion — The Motorcycle 
Association for Chatham, 
Western Wake, Lee, Or-
ange and Alamance coun-

ties meets in Pittsboro 
and is open to all riders. 
For information, call 
919-392-3939 or visit www.
chathamCBA.com.
• Narcotics Anonymous 
— For drug problems 
in the family, Narcotics 
Anonymous helps. Call 
1-800-721-8225 for listing 
of  local meetings.
• Al-Anon Meeting — 
Pittsboro Serenity 
Seekers Al-Anon Family 
Group meets at 7 p.m. 
Mondays at Chatham 
Community Church, in 
the lower level of  Cha-
tham Mill.

SCOUT NEWS 
• Boy Scout Troop 93 
in Pittsboro meets 7 
p.m. Wednesdays at the 
Harold Boone Scout Park 
on Hwy 64W, just past 
CCCC. Open to boys, 
ages 11-17. Visit www.
bstroop93.org for more 
information.
• Pack 924 of  Siler City 
First U.M.C. meets from 
6:30 to 8:00 p.m Tues-
days for boys, grades 1 
through 5. Come join the 
Cub Scouts.
• Pack 900 in Bear Creek 
meets at 7 p.m. Tuesdays 
at Meroney’s U.M.C., 
following the school 
calendar. See http://
pack900.com for more 
information.
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COA gets nearly $5K from 
‘Share the Love’ campaign
From the Chatham Council on Aging

The Chatham County Council on 
Aging was one of  13 Meals on Wheels 
America member organizations in 
North Carolina to earn revenue from 
the 2022 Subaru “Share the Love” 
Campaign.

By participating in a number of  
activities on social media and in the 
Chatham County community from Nov. 
18, 2021, to Jan. 3, the Council earned 
two revenue shares from the campaign 
— the maximum amount possible. For 
every Subaru bought in North Carolina 
during that time period, customers had 
the option to donate $250 to local senior 
nutrition programs when choosing 
Meals on Wheels as their charity of  
choice. The campaign period yielded a 

total of  $44,278.98 for 13 North Caro-
lina Meals on Wheels America orga-
nizations, with the Council earning 
$4,919.89 of  that amount, or roughly 9%.

The Share the Love campaign ob-
served its 14th anniversary in 2021-22, 
while the Council plans to use the funds 
in areas of  need deemed most critical.

“Both Meals and Wheels America 
and Subaru have been instrumental 
in allowing nonprofits such as ours 
the opportunity to earn much-needed 
revenue,” COA Director of  Grants and 
Communications Jimmy Lewis said. 
“We cannot thank them enough for the 
commitment they have shown to not 
only the Council, but the older adult 
population that we serve each and 
every day.”

LOVES CREEK  
BAPTIST CHURCH

An American Red 
Cross Blood Drive will 
be hosted at Loves Creek 
Baptist Church on Satur-
day, June 25, from 9 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. All donors are 
needed, especially in this 
busy season.  

The church is located 
at 1745 East 11th St., Siler 
City. 

CHURCH NEWS

Check Us 

OUT on

(@chathamnr)

(chathamnewsrecord)

Siler City Lions Club 
-Sponsoring- 

BLOOD DRIVE 
SAT., June 25th

9:00AM to 1:30 PM
Loves Creek Baptist Church 

1745 East 11th St.
It’s time to join us again and give the 

Gift of Life. Easily schedule your 
appointment on www.redcrossblood.org 

and get a Quick Pass to save time at 
the Drive. Please understand that 

appointments made online have priority.
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this issue and since we 
started litigation against 
the city of  Burlington in 
2019,” Sutton said. “We’re 
really happy to see this 
step being taken by the 
town of  Pittsboro — it’s 
been long-awaited.”

Sutton and others from 
the Haw River Assembly 
have, on multiple occa-
sions, given presentations 
to the town board about 
pollutants in drinking 
water and suggested 
steps to help remedy 
the problem, including 
urging previous admin-
istrations to pursue 
legal action and install 
infrastructure to make 
the water clean enough to 
drink safely. 

Sutton participated 
in the Pittsboro Water 
Quality Task Force, es-
tablished by Mayor Cindy 
Perry. While serving on 
that group, she said the 
Haw River Assembly 
pursued litigation against 

the city of  Greensboro, 
as well as Burlington. 
Those two municipalities 
have been responsible for 
discharging potentially 
carcinogenic materials 
out of  their municipal 
water treatment facilities 
into the Haw River.

“But because that 
(litigation) takes time, we 
needed Pittsboro to take 
urgent action to protect 
the community members 
that were getting their 
drinking water from the 
town,” she said. “Fast 
forward four years later 
— we still are kind of  in 
the same situation.”

The town has spent 
more than $3 million 
on improving its water 
treatment plant, includ-
ing acquiring a granular 
activated carbon treat-
ment system for PFAS, 
set to “go live” in early 
July according to town 
officials. 

According to the town’s 
legal agreements, any 
money awarded from 
legal action would go 
toward necessary infra-

structure to treat water 
for these compounds or 
toward a new and im-
proved water treatment 
plant for Pittsboro.

Sutton said she hoped 
this decision sparks 
change in other com-
munities like Pittsboro 
which have experienced 
similar problems with 
pollutants. 

“With cases like this 
where downstream 
communities are going 
into litigation to help 
finance water treatment 
systems to keep their 
communities and their 
customers safe,” Sutton 
said, “I hope that this 
sets a precedent for other 
communities to know 
that this is a legal tool in 
their toolbox — and that 
we need to identify the 
sources and eliminate the 
sources of  pollution at 
the discharge.” 

Other communities 
are also looking into 
legal solutions, accord-
ing to Clean Haw River’s 
Bryant. 

At that annual Nation-

al PFAS Conference in 
Wilmington, she spoke 
to attendees about how 
PFAS afflicted her family 
and her neighbors. 

“We were able to stand 
in front of  the research-
ers and basically validate 
that they know we exist,” 
Bryant said. “I’ve never 
been to a science confer-
ence where community 
members are allowed 
to speak, so it’s very 
emotional and precious 
to me and I’ll never miss 
a meeting — this was my 
first and this won’t be my 
last.”

That was not the only 
good news Bryant and 
Sutton received: the EPA 
has also announced it 
would be implementing 
new health advisories to 
PFOA, PFOS, GenX and 
PFBS chemicals, some-
thing Bryant and Sutton 
have advocated for over 
the years.

Bryant found out about 
the new advisories while 
preparing for her speech 
at the PFAS conference. 
The news was proclaimed 

at the convention by 
Radhika Fox, the assis-
tant administrator at the 
EPA for water, and when 
Bryant heard it, she said 
she couldn’t believe her 
ears. 

“I did not think I was 
going to see that for a 
very, very, very long 
time,” she said. “I felt like 
I was not in the same re-
ality …  I was in shock.”

New health advisories 
were placed on two kinds 
of  PFAS, GenX and PFBS, 
and new water quality 
standards were placed on 
PFAS legacy compounds, 
PFOA and PFOS. 

Sutton said while those 
announcements are a 
step in the right direc-
tion, she feels the EPA’s 
standards and advisories 
will not be as effective in 
Pittsboro’s situation. 

“Our problem is not 
just with PFOA and 
PFOS, it’s all these short-
er chain compounds like 
1,4-Dioxane and others,” 
she said. “We’re looking 
at these compounds and 
taking this issue very 

seriously at the federal 
level, which is encour-
aging. That needs to be 
expanded to be a class 
standard so we’re not 
just continuing to shuffle 
around what PFAS com-
pounds are being manu-
factured.”

With the news from 
the EPA and the town of  
Pittsboro, Bryant said 
she feels optimistic about 
the direction the federal 
government and local 
leaders are taking to ad-
dress the issues Pittsboro 
has faced for generations. 

“I can’t even explain 
to you how overjoyed 
and how happy I am and 
proud of  them,” Bryant 
said. “I know it’s just the 
beginning and may not 
fix everything, but I real-
ized that in this kind of  
work, every step forward 
is what gets us to our 
bigger picture.”

Reporter Taylor Heeden 
can be reached at theed-
en@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @HeedenTay-
lor. 

what emancipation achieved. 
“Over time in generations, 

it’s an opportunity for us to 
gather together in celebration 
of  Black culture, resilience 
and Black excellence,” Roe-
buck said. “It’s about a whole 
culture that’s kind of  emerged, 
and it deserves to be celebrat-
ed.”

One of  the speakers, North 
Carolina poet and UNC-Chapel 
Hill Professor Dasan Ahanu, 
recited his own works to an 
audience in the middle of  the 
weekend festivities. 

“I think this commemoration 
is important,” Ahanu said. 
“Because as long as we contin-
ue to think about those who 
are underserved, who are op-
pressed, we’re challenged and 
dealing with struggle, we will 
continue to make our commu-
nities better. We never want to 
have another situation where 
someone is the last to know the 
times of  change.”

After his remarks, Ahanu 
told the News + Record he 
wanted to make sure he shared 
the story behind Juneteenth. 

“It’s a celebration of  courage 
and resilience,” he said. “It’s a 
marker of  time that says if  you 
continue to hold on, change is 
going to come, and that we’re 

going we can make it through 
whatever circumstances the 
situation has that we’re dealing 
with.”

Ahanu said he was com-
pelled to share his work and 
talents at Chatham’s celebra-
tion because it’s important for 
members of  the community 
— regardless of  race — to em-
brace Juneteenth and celebrate 
it together. 

“We can’t allow for anyone 
to be prioritized or privileged 

any more than anyone else,” 
Ahanu said. “We all deserve to 
be able to have a chance to be 
able to carve the life that we 
want, and if  so the community 
then becomes stronger because 
we can all contribute back in 
a way that helps to build the 
whole community for every-
one.”

There were some familiar 
faces from across Chatham 
celebrating Juneteenth over 
the weekend. Siler City Dist. 2 

commissioner Norma Boone 
helped to organize CORE’s 
Saturday event. She was in at-
tendance — wearing her CORE 
Juneteenth t-shirt — sharing 
the importance of  bringing 
awareness to different aspects 
of  our shared history. 

“It is important to show 
people and for them to learn 
what everyone has as a part of  
their background,” Boone said. 
“We want to make sure people 
are open and really wanting to 
learn.” 

Boone said in times where it 
seems people are more divided 
than ever, it’s crucial to keep 
educating and uniting people 
through community events 
— such as those celebrating 
Juneteenth.

“I think a lot of  times, people 
don’t want to see or under-
stand others,” she said. “This 
is one of  those things … about 
bringing people together and 
being able to be different, but 
we can also be together.” 

Elijah Roebuck, Karinda 
Roebuck’s son and a student 
at the North Carolina School 
of  Science and Math, was 
helping his mother set up 
and work during Saturday’s 
event. He said as a mixed-
race student, it is important 
to recognize where he came 
from, and embrace his mixed 
cultural background. 

“For me, it means a lot that 

we were able to get this event 
together and bring the crew 
together, but also personally, 
it displays tenacity, it displays 
perseverance that we, as 
Black people, have had to have 
throughout history,” he said. 
“Just being able to celebrate … 
the evolution of  Black people 
in America and how far we’ve 
come and what we’ve had to 
overcome, even if  it is just 
waiting for that news to reach 
us, it is something that we 
have had to struggle and fight 
through … something that I 
think is very much worth the 
celebration.”

He said he felt an over-
whelming sense of  pride, joy 
and unity in his community on 
Saturday. For him, he hopes 
the spirit of  that day continues 
beyond Juneteenth into the 
rest of  the year. 

“To see so many people, it is 
unity, it feels whole and almost 
tranquil in a sense because we 
were able to bring everyone to-
gether,” he said. “We’re able to 
all be here and be happy with 
each other … I think it means 
this great sense of  unity and 
just this tranquility — it’s a 
very comfortable environment 
to me.”

Reporter Taylor Heeden can be 
reached at theeden@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @Heeden-
Taylor. 

PFAS, PFOA, PFOS, GenX, PFBS and 1,4-Dioxane: what you need to know
BY TAYLOR HEEDEN

News + Record Staff

Pittsboro’s board of  commis-
sioners has voted to inves-
tigate upstream Haw River 
polluters and seek litigation 
against them for discharging 
PFAS and 1,4-Dioxane. Simul-
taneously, the Environmental 
Protection Agency has an-
nounced new health advisories 
and water quality standards 
for PFOA, PFOS, GenX and 
PFBS, something many activ-
ists said is a step in the right 
direction. 

Here are some important 

facts you should know about 
each of  these compounds:

What are PFAS?
PFAS is short for per- and 

polyfluoroalkyl substances, 
which make up an entire 
family of  chemical com-
pounds. Thousands of  chem-
icals fall into this category; 
they can be found in prod-
ucts such as nonstick cook-
ware, waterproof  jackets, 
food packaging, firefighting 
foam and more. 

The PFAS class of  chemicals 
is dangerous because they can 

accumulate in the body over 
time, which can lead to health 
issues years after an initial 
exposure. The Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 
estimated 95% of  Americans 
have been exposed to PFAS at 
some point in their lives. 

What’s the difference 
between PFAS and PFOA, 
PFOS, GenX and PFBS?

PFOA and PFOS are chem-
icals within the PFAS family; 
GenX and PFBS are their own 
separate chemicals. PFOA 

and PFOS have been known 
to impact the immune and 
cardiovascular systems and 
are considered.

GenX has been linked to 
health conditions affecting 
the liver, the kidney, and the 
immune system; it’s also con-
sidered a carcinogen. PFBS, 
also a carcinogen, has been 
known to impact the thyroid 
and developing fetuses. 

What are the new 
advisories set by the EPA?

The EPA has announced 

new health advisories for four 
chemical compounds — PFOA, 
PFOS, GenX and PFBS. New 
recommended advisory levels 
are:

• Interim PFOA level: 0.004 
parts per trillion

• Interim PFOS level: 0.02 
parts per trillion

• Final GenX level: 100 parts 
per trillion

• Final PFBS level: 2,000 
parts per trillion

Reporter Taylor Heeden can 
be reached at theeden@cha-
thamnr.com or on Twitter at @
HeedenTaylor. 
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The drum line and dance team from the Ben L. Smith 
High School in Greensboro entertained the crowd with a 
powerful performance on Saturday at the Chatham Co. 
Fairgrounds in Pittsboro. One of the goals of Juneteenth 
Pittsboro is to bring together local and regional talent.
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Meet Us at the Moose



Some lessons from puzzle time
My family and I self-isolated 

last week due to our infection 
of  COVID-19. 
We had mild 
symptoms 
and incred-
ible friends 
who brought 
dinner, 
books, board 
games and 
a 500-piece 
puzzle.

I’m not 
sure my 

6-year-old son would have been 
interested in this puzzle except 
that it was Pokémon. He loves 
anything to do with this ani-
mated series and insisted that 
we dump out the pieces and get 
to work right away.

In the past, he and I have 
worked 100-piece puzzles on 

the dining room table and 
completed them fairly quickly. 
It was overly ambitious of  me 
to think we could finish this 
larger puzzle by supper time. 
It would eventually take two 
days.

In terms of  puzzle strategy, 
I’m a border-first guy — find 
the straight edges and com-
plete the frame, then fill in the 
middle. But the most beloved 
Pokémon characters, Pikachu 
and Eevee, were in the middle 
of  this puzzle. My son wanted 
to work on them right away!

It’s hard for me to learn 
patience, let alone teach it to a 

young child. Our technological 
culture has its advantages, 
but teaching patience is not 
one of  them. He can watch a 
“Pokémon” episode on our tab-
let whenever he wants. (And 
truth be told, he watched far 
more shows than usual during 
our isolation.)

Speaking of  borders and 
boundaries, it is my parental 
responsibility to set limits for 
my children. Last week, even 
though our symptoms were 
relatively mild, we still had to 
stay at home so that we would 
prevent contagious infection. 
This was not the way that my 
kids wanted to start their sum-
mer! But their mom and I held 
the line.

A border is also a frame, a 
perspective or way of  looking 
at a particular experience, like 

being confined to our home. 
Working a puzzle allowed 
opportunities not only to 
slow down but to change our 
perspective. As writer Anne 
Lamott has said, “Almost ev-
erything will work again if  you 
unplug it for a few minutes, 
including you.”

I was less task-oriented and 
goal-directed than usual. My 
son and I took breaks from the 
Pokémon puzzle when we be-
came tired or frustrated. I also 
learned about patience. There 
was no deadline for completing 
it; we had nowhere we had to 
go. Instead of  the dining room 
table, we could eat our meals 
on the front porch!

The most valuable part of  
this experience was the pro-
cess, not the result. I certainly 
wouldn’t wish COVID-19 or 

any sickness on anyone. But 
this time with my son was an 
unexpected piece of  the puzzle 
that fit.

Late in the afternoon on the 
second day, my son put down 
the last piece almost exactly 
in the middle. We cheered and 
celebrated with popsicles!

The next morning, he came 
downstairs and we admired 
our finished product still on 
the dining room table. He 
looked at me with a twinkle 
in his eyes, “Dad, you want to 
take it apart and do it again?”

Andrew Taylor-Troutman is the 
pastor of  Chapel in the Pines 
Presbyterian Church. His new-
ly-published book is a collection 
of  his columns for the Chatham 
News + Record titled “Hope 
Matters: Churchless Sermons.”

This time of year 
turns us into 

homing pigeons
It was the English poet Alfred, Lord Tennyson, who 

wrote long ago that “in the spring a young man’s fan-
cy lightly turns to thoughts of  love.”

And while that’s true, although he 
didn’t know it at the time, he could 
have added some other things that 
folks’ fancies turn to in the spring, 
especially in June, although June is 
now summer.

Through the years, I’ve had the 
opportunity to spend considerable 
time with couples, young and not 
so young, helping them turn their 

June thoughts into June weddings. It’s always been 
my hope and prayer that when that spring season has 
passed and they’ve moved into their autumn and even 
winter times that things have worked out so they’re 
still together in the same year.

There are other things June is noted for besides 
weddings, however. Some of  those things include 
graduations — now over — and full-blown baseball 
seasons, although mostly for the majors and minors 
since high school is done and college is winding down.

And yet there’s one more great tradition when 
spring comes knocking: church homecomings. While 
not every parish celebrates in late May or early June, 
many do. Some folks, because of  tradition, pick other 
times of  the year, even late summer or early fall. But 
what’s really important is not so much the when but 
the that — that it happens sometime.

The reasons for these events are perhaps as varied 
as the people celebrating them. For some, it’s what 
they do every Sunday, worshiping at their customary 
place. For others, it really is the opportunity to go 
back “home” to their community and church. What-
ever the reason, it grabs many folks like a magnet. 
Nothing wrong with that.

It’s been a privilege for me to share in many of  
them, near and far. And while they’re pretty much 
the same wherever, they’re also different in style and 
substance, sometimes in barely noticeable ways.

And the changes ... through the years there have 
been many, especially since the time of  life I was a 
child.

As I remember them from then at this vantage 
point of  60-plus years ago, the weather was hot, the 
preaching was long, the music was loud and food 
was bountiful and good. From this point, I’m going 
to refrain from making similar comparisons to today 
because I could incriminate myself, so let me just 
note that the weather is still kind of  warm and the 
food is still good. 

But we no longer spread out food on pieces of  heavy 
wire fence that sat on sawhorses to create tables, all 
safely tucked under a line of  massive oak trees. And 
no longer are tea or real lemonade with slices of  the 
fruit floating among the ice blocks dipped from a big 
wash tub or poured from a metal barrel. And while 
you can still eat outside on a picnic table or by holding 
plate and drink in your hands while trying to munch 
your chicken leg or ham biscuit, it’s often hard to 
resist the temptation of  air conditioning. Plus, in 
those days, folks always kept an eye on the sky to see 
if  there would be rain.

As a youngster, I liked eating outside, near the ta-
bles where I had already scoped out the fried chicken 
and ham biscuits and warm soggy Duke’s mayon-
naise-laden tomato sandwiches wrapped in wax paper.

And the cakes and pies.
My dad was not only my idol then but my mentor as 

well. From him, I learned how to fill a plate, find room 
for dessert and balance my cup of  tea all the while 
consuming various and sundry amounts of  the good 
stuff. He also showed me the value of  finding a Plym-
outh or Chevy with a big front fender, which could 
serve as a table if  I got tired of  not having four hands.

I think of  those days often now, especially as they 
recede farther and farther into the past. And as my 
dad often said about various things, I wouldn’t take a 
million dollars for them.

So, find a homecoming to go to. Greet old friends; 
make some new ones; and have a tomato sandwich 
during this season.

It’ll do you good and help you, too.

Bob Wachs is a native of  Chatham County and retired 
long-time managing editor of  the Chatham News/
Chatham Record, having written a weekly column for 
more than 30 years. During most of  his time with the 
newspapers, he was also a bi-vocational pastor and 
today serves Bear Creek Baptist Church for the second 
time as pastor.

What does the language of recessions mean?
We frequently use terms and 

phrases in our language as short-
cuts. For exam-
ple, in my youth 
the word “cool” 
was a shortcut 
for approval. 
To complicate 
matters, the 
shortcut terms 
often change 
over genera-
tions. Among 
today’s young 

people, “sick” or “dope” are the 
equivalents for “cool.” For a 
senior citizen like me, it’s hard to 
keep up.

It’s not just in everyday lan-
guage that shortcuts are used. 
Most business sectors and even 
academic disciplines use them. 
Economics is a good example. 
As a professional economist for 
almost five decades, I’ve learned 
an entire language — or lingo — 
to describe concepts and actions 
in the business world.

Frequently, economics lingo 
seeps into everyday conversation, 
particularly in the media. We’re 
hearing many of  these specialized 
terms today as fears of  an im-
pending recession are becoming 
more frequent.  

Hence, in this column I’ll give 
you translations of  the econom-
ic language of  recessions. With 
these translations at hand, you’ll 
be better able to follow the path 
of  the economy, what a recession 
means and the implications of  
various policy actions.

When economists say a re-
cession occurs, they mean total 
economic activity is “receding” 
— that is, declining. A variety of  
factors are used to make this as-
sessment, including total produc-
tion of  goods and services (called 
“gross domestic product,” or 
GDP), employment and income. 
A non-governmental entity, the 
National Bureau of  Econom-
ic Research (NBER), officially 
makes the call on a recession. 
Traditionally, NBER has defined a 

recession only if  the decline is for 
at least two quarters (six months), 
but this is not a rule.

Conversely, the NBER says a 
recession has ended when the 
decline in economic activity 
stops. Notice, this does not mean 
a recession ends only when 
economic activity returns to its 
pre-recession levels. Consequent-
ly, unemployment, for example, 
can remain elevated for several 
months or years even after a 
recession has been declared as 
“over.”

Much of  the economic lan-
guage of  recessions deals with 
policy. The Federal Reserve (the 
“Fed”) — the central bank of  the 
country — often is the leader in 
dealing with ups and downs in 
economic activity. When the Fed 
“tightens” its policy, it is raising 
its key interest rate and reduc-
ing the growth of  money in the 
economy. The Fed would tighten 
policy to slow economic activity 
in order to reduce inflation. If  
the Fed “loosens” its policy, it is 
doing the opposite — lowering its 
key interest rate and increasing 
money growth. The Fed follows 
this policy in a recession.

As implied by the previous 
paragraph, one of  the challenges 
in an economy is balancing eco-
nomic growth and inflation. If  the 
economy grows too fast, inflation 
can jump. But if  fighting inflation 
means slowing the economy, the 
worry is that “slow growth” can 
become “negative growth” — 
meaning a recession.

With the inflation rate now 
at a 40-year high, the Fed has 
started “tightening” its policy 
by increasing interest rates and 
slowing the increase in money. 
The goal is a “soft-landing” of  the 
economy, meaning the inflation 
rate is reduced without crashing 
the economy into a recession. The 
Fed was able to do this a couple of  
times in the 1990s.

The alternative result is a 
“hard-landing,” that is, inflation 
is moderated but only after a 

recession occurs. Obviously, the 
Fed doesn’t want this result, but 
sometimes it’s unavoidable. The 
last time inflation was higher 
than it is now — in the late 1970s 
and early 1980s — inflation was 
reduced, but only after a very 
severe “hard-landing”.

Since the possibility of  an 
upcoming recession is a wor-
ry today, we’d all like to have 
an indicator that tells us if  a 
recession is coming or not. A 
recession indicator that has one 
of  the best track records is the 
“yield curve.” The yield curve 
compares the interest rate (yield) 
earned on a short-term financial 
investment to the interest rate 
earned on a long-term invest-
ment. Usually, government bonds 
are used. Since there is more 
risk with a long-term invest-
ment, interest rates are normally 
higher with long-term invest-
ments. Hence, the “yield curve” 
is positive, meaning short-term 
investments have lower yields, 
while long-term investments 
have higher yields. 

But if  investors worry about 
the future economic outlook, they 
will shift away from buying long-
term investments to buying more 
short-term investments. This ac-
tion will reduce long-term yields 
and increase short-term yields, 
thereby resulting in an “inverted 
yield curve.” An inverted yield 
curve indicates investor worries 
about the future. While not infalli-
ble, if  investors are worried about 
the future, then the likelihood of  a 
recession is higher.

I expect that talk of  a reces-
sion will continue in the coming 
months. Hopefully, knowing the 
language of  a recession will allow 
you to better understand the 
discussion. But will it allow you 
to better predict a recession? Like 
you, I’m still trying to decide!

Walden is a William Neal Reyn-
olds Distinguished Professor 
Emeritus at North Carolina State 
University.

VIEWPOINTS
A4   |   Chatham News + Record   |   JUNE 23 - 29, 2022

Almost everything 
will work again if you 
unplug it for a few 
minutes, including you.

ANDREW 
TAYLOR-
TROUTMAN
Hope Matters

BOB WACHS
Movin’ Around

MIKE 
WALDEN
You Decide

Bill Horner III, Publisher & Editor
Taylor Heeden, Reporter/Web Editor 
Ben Rappaport, Reporter
Victoria Johnson,  
La Voz de Chatham Reporter

Victor Hensley, Sports Editor
Kim Hawks, Peyton Sickles & Simon Barbre,  
Staff Photographers
Max Baker & Tanner Bubeck,  
News Interns

Chatham News + Record
www.chathamnewsrecord.com



Power is shifting toward parents
When I first began covering 

state politics and public policy 
in the late 
1980s, North 
Carolina 
families dis-
satisfied with 
the quality 
of  education 
provided 
by their 
local school 
district had 
limited op-
tions. Some 

could afford private schools, or 
to move to other communities 
where they hoped the assigned 
public schools were better. A 
few were brave enough to try 
homeschooling their children.

For most parents with 
concerns about their assigned 
schools, however, the only 
recourse was to complain to 
administrators or try to elect 
different politicians to their 
local school boards. Neither 
option proved particularly 
effective.

 Since then, the situation has 
dramatically changed for the 
better.

For one thing, the state 
legislature created three new 

options — chartered public 
schools, opportunity scholar-
ships for private education, 
and educational savings 
accounts for special-needs 
students — that provide a 
wide range of  choices for 
many North Carolina families. 
During the last school year, for 
example, some 130,000 students 
were enrolled in the state’s 
charter schools. Another 20,000 
students received opportunity 
scholarships to attend private 
schools. Some 13,000 addition-
al students have applied for 
scholarships next year.

Partially in response to these 
policy changes, teachers and 
entrepreneurs have created 
new educational enterprises 
that seek to serve families in 
new ways. Some are new brick-
and-mortal schools and net-
works. Others offer “university 
model” education that blend 
in-person and at-home instruc-
tion. Still others provide text-
books, resources, supplemental 
services, and other assistance 
to homeschool families.

And with regard to the 
governance of  school districts 
themselves, many North 
Carolinians are part of  a 

national movement to push 
back against slapdash instruc-
tion, politicized curricula, and 
operational decisions that fail 
to put the interests of  students 
first. Initially frustrated by 
the lengthy COVID shutdowns 
imposed by state and local offi-
cials, parents grew angry when 
they saw firsthand what their 
children were being taught — 
or not being taught, as the case 
may be.

In the past, school-board 
elections were relatively 
low-turnout affairs in which 
local chapters of  the North 
Carolina Association of  Edu-
cators — the state affiliate of  
the nation’s largest teacher 
union — often played outsized 
roles. The NCAE’s influence 
is ebbing, however, thanks 
partly to changes in the timing 
and structure of  school-board 
elections and partly to NCAE’s 
own missteps.

The organization is down to 
about 17,000 members, a tiny 
fraction of  the total number of  
teachers and principals who 
staff North Carolina’s public 
schools. Even as NCAE was 
shrinking, it was becoming 
increasingly shrill and ideolog-

ically left-wing. 
As a school-choice propo-

nent and practitioner — my 
own children have attended a 
mixture of  public and private 
schools — I recognize that 
many North Carolinians 
continue to cherish their 
relationships with their local 
school districts. They want 
their district-run schools to 
succeed, even as they also 
favor expanded options for 
families who want something 
different.

To advocate choice and 
competition, as I do, is not to 
advocate the abolition of  public 
schools. In fact, I believe com-
petition makes school districts 
better. That’s the way most 
other fields of  human endeavor 
work, including preschool and 
higher education. As I’ve writ-
ten about many times, there’s 
good empirical evidence for 
the proposition that increas-
ing school-choice options in a 
community tends to improve 
student achievement and 
educational attainment within 
public-school districts, too. 

Progressives disagree. They 
seek at least to roll back and 
constrain our school-choice 

programs, if  not to abolish 
them altogether. They’re not 
going to succeed, though. The 
constituency for these pro-
grams is too large and growing 
too rapidly.

Would you believe that 
North Carolina ranks seventh 
in the nation in the share of  
children educated outside of  
district-run public schools? 
I didn’t either until I exam-
ined the latest numbers from 
EdChoice.org. Only Delaware, 
Louisiana, Arizona, Hawaii, 
Florida, and Pennsylvania had 
higher percentages of  kids 
enrolled in private, charter, or 
home schools. 

According to the most-recent 
estimates, about a quarter of  
North Carolina kids were so 
enrolled last year. That’s going 
to continue to rise, no mat-
ter how loudly progressives 
complain about it. Parents’ 
voices are louder, and more 
numerous.

John Hood is a John Locke 
Foundation board member. His 
latest books, Mountain Folk 
and Forest Folk, combine epic 
fantasy with early American 
history (FolkloreCycle.com).

Losing 
our best 

legislator
The North Carolina General Assembly is losing 

its best member.
At least that is what the mem-

ber’s dad thinks.
My son, Grier Martin, is resign-

ing his North Carolina legislative 
position effective July 8. 

On July 18, he will begin work at 
the Pentagon as Senior Advisor to 
the Assistant Secretary of  Defense 
for Manpower and Reserve Affairs.

He explained to his fellow law-
makers: “Serving in the House of  
Representatives has been an hon-

or. I am deeply grateful to the people of  Raleigh and 
North Carolina for allowing me to work for them for 
so long. Our system of  representative democracy 
is precious, and it has been immensely fulfilling to 
have played a small part in its continuation.”

Grier is also retiring as a lieutenant colonel in the 
U.S. Army Reserves. It seems like yesterday that he 
was a captain and I drove him from Raleigh to Fort 
Bragg. It was November of  2002, and he was on his 
way to Afghanistan for a six-month tour at Bagram 
Air Base, mere days after the birth of  his daughter 
whose hospital stay had to be extended. He would 
not forget that separation.

On his return and election to the General As-
sembly in 2004, he became an active and successful 
legislator taking on important roles. For instance, 
he chaired the Transportation Subcommittee of  the 
House Appropriations Committee, where he was 
responsible for drafting the state’s $4 billion trans-
portation budget.  

For his work, Grier received several awards, 
including “Legislator of  the Year Award” from the 
N.C. Disabled American Veterans and the “Defender 
of  the Environment Award” from the N.C. League of  
Conservation Voters.

He maintained an interest in his fellow returnees 
and their families.

In 2017, Gov. Roy Cooper appointed him chairman 
of  the N. C. Military Affairs Commission in its mis-
sion to “provide advice, counsel, and recommenda-
tions to the General Assembly, the Secretary of  Mili-
tary and Veterans Affairs, and other State agencies 
on initiatives, programs, and legislation that will 
continue and increase the role that North Caroli-
na’s military installations, the National Guard, and 
Reserves play in America’s defense strategy and the 
economic health and vitality of  the State.”

Back in 2008, state Democratic leaders and the 
leaders in the U.S. Senate tried to persuade him to 
run for the Senate. He and his wife Louise took a 
hard look at the possibility but ultimately declined. 

“But, Grier,” I said, “the chance to win a seat in 
the U.S. Senate is a once in a lifetime opportunity.”

“Well, Dad,” he replied, “so is the opportunity to 
be a good parent of  a young daughter. That is an 
opportunity and an obligation I can’t pass by.”

In his new work at the Pentagon, Grier will be 
working with Gilbert Ray Cisneros Jr., a former 
congressman from California, who serves as Under 
Secretary of  Defense for Personnel and Readiness in 
the Biden administration. In 2010, Cisneros and his 
wife won a $266 million Mega Millions lottery jack-
pot. They then became philanthropists, putting the 
money to work for the public, and he ran successful-
ly for a term in Congress.

Having Grier assigned to work with him in the 
Defense Department is, for Cisneros, like winning 
the lottery a second time.

At least, that is what Grier’s dad thinks.

D.G. Martin, a lawyer, served as UNC-System’s Vice 
President for Public Affairs and hosted PBS-NC’s 
North Carolina Bookwatch.
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LETTERS

Let’s get Chatham 
Memorial Park in shape

TO THE EDITOR:
This letter is in regard to the poor 

appearance of the Chatham Memo-
rial Park. I saw in the paper several 
weeks ago that the last lot had been 
sold at the Siler City Cemetery. 

Chatham Memorial Park was 
started years ago. My parents 
and grandparents were the first 
ones who bought lots, and they 
surround the center “fountain.” 
My husband and I have 21 family 
members buried in the park, and 
we are very concerned with up-
keep on the park and the appear-

ance that it presents to everyone 
in Siler City and those traveling 
on U.S. Hwy. 64.

In the original paper works 
(deeds), the park had strict rules 
about the gravesites and how they 
were to be maintained. The park 
was supposed to a paved driveway 
around it. The conditions of  many 
of  the grave sites have all sorts of  
paraphernalia that are allowed to 
put there. The work of  maintain-
ing the grass and weeds all around 
the park is very unsightly. The 
road has always been rocked, and 
a slight rain causes muddy condi-
tions for those visiting their loved 
one’s graves and those burying 

their loved ones. They recently 
added a single wooden handrail at 
the front, which is unsightly. The 
handrail is not what this space 
needs for handicapped people or 
others when weather conditions 
when mourners are trying to get 
to grave sites.

My mother is 99 years old and 
was one of  the first buyers. She is 
very upset that the park is in the 
shape it is. 

Please ask that lot owners with 
loved ones buried there to help get 
the park in the shape that every-
one in Siler City can be proud of. 

Pamelia Barth Jacobs
Asheville

Whose rights are right? 
HB755, also known as the 

Parents’ Bill of  Rights, isn’t the 
most egregious 
legislation to 
ever pass our 
General Assem-
bly. That crown 
will forever 
belong to HB2, 
the so-called 
bathroom bill. 
That one cost 
us conventions, 
new industries, 
nationwide em-

barrassment and Pat McCrory’s 
reelection as governor. 

Let’s call the current bill “HB2 
light,” since the majority party of  
our legislature continues their as-
sault on gender identity and sex-
uality. The Parents’ Bill of  Rights 
passed by the Senate will likely 
also get approval from the House. 
If  so, count on Gov. Roy Cooper 
to correctly veto it promptly. For 
that reason, we won’t waste much 
time hashing out this odious bill.

But parents aren’t the only ones 
who have rights. Without break-
ing a sweat, I can think of  several 
groups who should be granted 
rights. How about a Teachers’ Bill 
of  Rights? Shouldn’t teachers have 
the right to teach our children 
in a comfortable environment 
with reasonable compensation 
— at least the national average 
— avoiding unruly students and 
parents? And let’s throw in with-
out unnecessary meddling from 
legislators. Few are willing to go 
into the classroom and do the job 
people are so intent on grousing 
about.

We could suggest a Motorists’ 
Bill of  Rights. Shouldn’t we have 
the right to drive our highways 
without somebody driving 15 
miles an hour slower than the 
traffic flow, clogging up the left 
lane and steadfastly refusing to 
move right? Why couldn’t we have 
the right to impose penalties on 
these construction companies 

who close lanes of  traffic with 
those red cones for miles upon 
miles with no noticeable road 
work being done? And there 
should be something we could do 
about those dangerous drivers 
speeding excessively and darting 
in and out of  traffic? How about 
drones to capture them on camera 
and issue tickets, like red-light 
cameras?

To be sure we need a Patients’ 
Bill of  Rights. Care providers, 
especially hospitals, should be 
required to provide the proce-
dure free of  charge if  they fail to 
disclose to you what a treatment 
is going to cost BEFORE actually 
performing it. And transparency 
could also show what other care 
providers charge for the same 
procedure. Here’s a good one: you 
have the right to free treatment 
if  the care provider makes you 
wait longer than 30 minutes after 
the time of  your appointment. 
Looking at drug costs, shouldn’t 
pharmaceutical companies com-
pensate you for charging more 
for a prescription drug than you 
would pay in another country or 
part of  our country? Seniors in 
residential facilities should have 
the right not to be ignored or 
mistreated. Their facilities could 
receive fines or even lose their li-
cense for neglect or unreasonable 
treatment. And don’t even get me 
started about the rights of  those 
with mental illnesses.

A Consumers’ Bill of  Rights 
would penalize stores for having 
only one register open when more 
than four customers are lined up 
waiting to check out. Perhaps con-
sumers could give them grades for 
customer service, much like those 
sanitation grades given places 
that serve food. 

Boy, could we ever come up 
with suggestions for a Voters’ Bill 
of  Rights. How about a guarantee 
that voters would have gerryman-
der-free districts drawn by an 
independent process? Shouldn’t 

we have the right to recall public 
servants who don’t serve the pub-
lic, instead pandering to special 
interest groups, political parties 
or caucuses? We would benefit 
from term limits that required 
elected officials to return home 
after a certain number of  years 
in office. And for mercy’s sake, all 
elected officials’ retirement plans 
should be scrapped instantly if  
any tax dollars are paid into them. 

Voters unquestionably have the 
right to know before the election 
the names and addresses of  ALL 
donors contributing to a candidate, 
whether the contribution be direct, 
indirect or in-kind. That especially 
includes the names and addresses 
of  contributors to dark-money 
independent expenditure groups. 
We should know who is trying to 
influence our elected officials. How 
about the right to cut off funding 
to our legislators after a certain 
number of  days in session, forcing 
them to have more discipline to get 
their work done? 

I recognize that I (and others 
in my line of  work) am opening 
myself  up to passage of  a Read-
ers’ and Listeners’ Bill of  Rights, 
which would allow gentle peo-
ple such as yourself  to reign in 
columnists, pundits, moderators 
and think-tank employees who 
bloviate too long, are too biased or 
outrageous. 

No doubt you could come up 
with other groups who deserve a 
Bill of  Rights. Bring them on! Ev-
eryone has rights, so why not cod-
ify them like the HB775 Parents’ 
bill? After a while this voluminous 
legislation will probably result in 
our legitimately asking, whose 
rights are the right rights? 

Tom Campbell is a former assistant 
N.C. State Treasurer and was the 
creator/host of  N.C. SPIN, a weekly 
statewide television discussion of  
N.C. issues that aired on UNC-TV 
until 2020. Contact him at tom-
camp@carolinabroadcasting.com.
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Here are some cool tips for 
upcoming summer heatwaves

BY BEN RAPPAPORT
News + Record Staff

Summer only officially start-
ed this week, but last week’s 
sweltering temperatures and 
scorching sun was a reminder 
of  what North Carolina sum-
mers bring: heat, and lots of  it.

And, of  course, heat’s 
dangerous accompaniment: 
heat-realted illnesses. 

With the scorching tempera-
tures berating Chathamites, 
the News + Record is sharing 
tips on how to stay cool and 
what to keep in mind if  you 
do venture into the blazing 
outdoors. 

North Carolina hospitals saw 
more than 3,200 emergency 
room visits due to heat-related 
illnesses last summer, accord-
ing to the N.C. Dept. of  Health 
and Human Services. More 
than half  those visits were in 
the Piedmont region. 

The high volume of  visits is 
especially alarming because 
heat waves are the deadliest 
type of  weather emergency 
in the U.S., according to the 
National Weather Service. 
The amount of  U.S. fatalities 
caused by heat last year — 190 
— represented a 29% increase 
from the previous 10-year 
average. The NWS also said 
climate change is making 
excessive heat a more frequent 
and more intense phenome-
non.

Some of  the worst of  the 
heat hit Chatham County 
last week. While there’s been 
some reprieve this week, the 
heat is a warning sign of  what 
is to come throughout the 
summer. 

Before going outside, Cha-
tham County Public Health 
Director Mike Zelek said it’s 

important to factor in both the 
temperature and humidity into 
preparations. 

“Plan ahead,” Zelek said. 
“If  you are thinking of  spend-
ing the day outside, check the 
weather forecast and be sure 
you don’t overdo it. Bring 
plenty of  cold water and keep 
yourself  hydrated.”

Leaving pets and children 
inside unattended vehicles 
is also a frequent heat-relat-
ed problem. Over the past 
decade, an average of  38 
children die from heat stroke 
each year due to unattended 
vehicles in heatwaves, accord-
ing to the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration. 
Zelek said this is unfortunate-
ly also a problem in Chatham 
County.

“Never leave a child or pets 
unattended in a vehicle, not 
even for a short period of  

time,” Zelek said. “Tempera-
tures inside cars can rise to 
unsafe levels in just a few min-
utes, and sadly children across 
the country die each year from 
heat.”

Zelek also encouraged 
people to take breaks in 
air-conditioned spaces such 
as Chatham County Public 
Libraries. If  people do begin 
to experience heat-related 
illness, Zelek said it is best 
to move them to a cool space 
immediately, drink plenty of  
water, place cold clothes on 
their body to cool them down 
and seek medical attention. 
According to the CDC, signs 
of  heat-related illness include 
dizziness, skin redness, nau-
sea, headaches and increase 
pulse rate. 

The Chatham County De-
partment of  Social Services 
also has an Energy Assis-

tance-Crisis Intervention Pro-
gram that provides financial 
support to low-income house-
holds in a heating or cooling 
related emergency.  

Qualifying households with 
income levels at or below 
150% of  the poverty level are 
eligible for up to $600 per fiscal 
year from the U.S. Dept. of  
Health and Human Services. 
For more information about 
the The Energy Assistance 
CIP, call 919-542-2759 or email 
ask.dss@chathamcountync.
gov. 

For those who can’t escape 
the heat, such as farmworkers 
and others who work outside, 
the strategy to avoid heat 
exhaustion can be different. 
Debbie Roos is an agriculture 
agent at the Chatham County 
Center Cooperative Extension. 
She said the main strategy em-
ployed for farmworkers during 
the hottest seasons is shifting 
field hours to earlier in the day 
to avoid working during peak 
temperature hours. 

“I work with farmers who 
grow vegetables, flowers, herbs 
and fruit,” Roos said. “They try 
to get field work done before 
noon in extreme heat and then 
use the afternoon for process-
ing — washing and prepping 
produce for market, bunching 
flowers, etc.”

Roos said changing working 
hours is not always possi-
ble, but she emphasized the 

need for farmworkers to take 
frequent breaks, pace them-
selves and hydrate during the 
summer. The N.C. Cooperative 
Extension recommends water 
consumption of  at least eight 
ounces of  water for every 20 
minutes of  outdoor work, 
which is approximately 1.5 gal-
lons of  water for an eight-hour 
workday.

The extension also recom-
mends outdoor workers de-
velop an acclimatization plan. 
According to the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, acclimatization is the 
result of  beneficial physiologi-
cal adaptations (e.g., increased 
sweating efficiency and stabili-
zation of  the circulation) that 
occur after gradual increased 
exposure to a hot environment. 
This means workers should 
gradually increase exposure 
time in hot environmental con-
ditions over a seven- to 14-day 
period.

Roos and Zelek both said 
staying cool is going to be a 
problem in Chatham with the 
weather heating up. Other tips 
from the CDC for cooling down 
include taking cold showers 
or baths, wearing sunscreen 
with at least 15 SPF and using a 
buddy system.

The News + Record wants 
to know how you beat the heat 
this summer. If  you have tips 
on staying cool like the best ice 
cream spots, homemade water 
parks or family traditions we 
want to hear about it! Tell us 
about it with an email, and we 
may share them in an upcom-
ing Chatham Brew newsletter.

Reporter Ben Rappaport can 
be reached at brappaport@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter 
@b_rappaport. 

Resources for more tips  
to survive the hot weather:
CDC: cdc.gov/disasters/extremeheat/heattips.html

NORTH CAROLINA STATE AGRICULTURAL COOPERATIVE 
EXTENSION: farmsafety.wordpress.ncsu.edu/heat-
related-illness/ 

CROP OBSERVATION AND RECOMMENDATION 
NETWORK: agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-
newsletter/2020-23/heat-alert-%E2%80%93-farm-
workers-increased-risk-summer 

HEAT STRESS TIPS FROM CDC: cdc.gov/niosh/topics/
heatstress 

HEAT STRESS FOR TRAINERS AND SUPERVISORS OF 
PESTICIDE APPLICATORS: ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/
aex-892222

HEAT STRESS INFOGRAPHIC FROM THE NATIONAL 
INSTITUTE FOR OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH 
(NIOSH): cdc.gov/niosh/topics/heatstress/infographic.
html

BEATING THE HEAT

Frequently asked questions about extreme heat
From the National Center for 

Environmental Health

What happens to the body as a result of 
exposure to extreme heat?

People suffer heat-related illness 
when the body’s temperature con-
trol system is overloaded. The body 
normally cools itself  by sweating. But 
under some conditions, sweating just 
isn’t enough. In such cases, a person’s 
body temperature rises rapidly. Very 
high body temperatures may damage 
the brain or other vital organs. Several 
factors affect the body’s ability to cool 
itself  during extremely hot weather. 
When the humidity is high, sweat will 
not evaporate as quickly, preventing 
the body from releasing heat quickly. 
Other conditions that can limit the 
ability to regulate temperature include 
old age, youth (age 0-4), obesity, fever, 
dehydration, heart disease, mental 
illness, poor circulation, sunburn, and 
prescription drug use and alcohol use.

Who is at greatest risk for  
heat-related illness?

Those at greatest risk for heat-relat-
ed illness include infants and children 
up to 4 years of  age, people 65 years of  
age and older, people who are over-
weight, and people who are ill or on 
certain medications.

What is heat stroke?
Heat stroke is the most serious 

heat-related illness. It occurs when 
the body becomes unable to control its 
temperature: the body’s temperature 
rises rapidly, the sweating mechanism 
fails, and the body is unable to cool 
down. Body temperature may rise to 
106°F or higher within 10 to 15 minutes. 
Heat stroke can cause death or perma-
nent disability if  emergency treatment 
is not provided.

What are the warning signs  
of a heat stroke?

Warning signs of  heat stroke vary 
but may include the following:

• An extremely high body tempera-
ture (above 103°F)

• Red, hot, and dry skin (no sweating)
• Rapid, strong pulse
• Throbbing headache
• Dizziness
• Nausea
• Confusion
• Unconsciousness

What should I do if I see someone with 
any of the warning signs of heat stroke?

If  you see any of  these signs, you 
may be dealing with a life-threatening 
emergency. Have someone call for 
immediate medical assistance while 

you begin cooling the victim. Do the 
following:

Get the victim to a shady area.
Cool the victim rapidly, using what-

ever methods you can. For example, 
immerse the victim in a tub of  cool wa-
ter; place the person in a cool shower; 
spray the victim with cool water from 
a garden hose; sponge the person with 
cool water; or if  the humidity is low, 
wrap the victim in a cool, wet sheet 
and fan him or her vigorously.

Monitor body temperature and 
continue cooling efforts until the body 
temperature drops to 101-102°F.

If  emergency medical personnel are 
delayed, call the hospital emergency 
room for further instructions.

Do not give the victim alcohol to 
drink.

Get medical assistance as soon as 
possible.

What is heat exhaustion?
Heat exhaustion is a milder form 

of  heat-related illness that can devel-
op after several days of  exposure to 
high temperatures and inadequate 
or unbalanced replacement of  fluids. 
Those most prone to heat exhaustion 
are elderly people, those with high 
blood pressure, and those working or 
exercising in a hot environment.

What are the warning signs of  heat 
exhaustion?

The warning signs of  heat exhaus-
tion include the following:

• Heavy sweating
• Paleness
• Muscle cramps
• Tiredness
• Weakness
• Dizziness
• Headache
• Nausea or vomiting
• Fainting
• The skin may be cool and moist. 

The pulse rate will be fast and weak, 
and breathing will be fast and shallow. 
If  heat exhaustion is untreated, it may 
progress to heat stroke. See medical 
attention if  symptoms worsen or last 
longer than one hour.

What steps can be taken to cool the 
body during heat exhaustion?

• Drink cool, nonalcoholic beverages.
• Rest.
• Take a cool shower, bath, or sponge 

bath.
• Seek an air-conditioned environ-

ment.
• Wear lightweight clothing.

What are heat cramps and  
who is affected?

Heat cramps are muscle pains or 
spasms – usually in the abdomen, 
arms, or legs – that may occur in 

association with strenuous activity. 
People who sweat a lot during strenu-
ous activity are prone to heat cramps. 
This sweating depletes the body’s salt 
and moisture. The low salt level in 
the muscles causes painful cramps. 
Heat cramps may also be a symptom 
of  heat exhaustion. If  you have heart 
problems or are on a low-sodium 
diet, seek medical attention for heat 
cramps.

What should I do if I have heat cramps?
If  medical attention is not necessary, 

take the following steps:
• Stop all activity and sit quietly in a 

cool place.
• Drink clear juice or a sports bever-

age.
• Do not return to strenuous activity 

for a few hours after the cramps sub-
side because further exertion may lead 
to heat exhaustion or heat stroke.

• Seek medical attention for heat 
cramps if  they do not subside in 1 hour.

What is heat rash?
Heat rash is a skin irritation caused 

by excessive sweating during hot, 
humid weather. It can occur at any age 
but is most common in young children. 
Heat rash looks like a red cluster of  
pimples or small blisters. It is more 
likely to occur on the neck and upper 
chest, in the groin, under the breasts, 
and in elbow creases.

What is the best treatment  
for heat rash?

The best treatment for heat rash is to 
provide a cooler, less humid environ-
ment. Keep the affected area dry. Dust-
ing powder may be used to increase 
comfort.

Can medications increase the risk of 
heat-related illness?

The risk for heat-related illness and 
death may increase among people 
using the following drugs: (1) psycho-
tropics, which affect psychic function, 
behavior, or experience (e.g. haloperi-
dol or chlorpromazine); (2) medications 
for Parkinson’s disease, because they 
can inhibit perspiration; (3) tranquil-
izers such as phenothiazines, butyro-
phenones, and thiozanthenes; and (4) 
diuretic medications or “water pills” 
that affect fluid balance in the body.

How effective are electric fans in pre-
venting heat-related illness?

Electric fans may provide comfort, 
but when the temperature is in the 
high 90s, fans will not prevent heat-re-
lated illness. Taking a cool shower or 
bath or moving to an air-conditioned 
place is a much better way to cool 
off. Air conditioning is the strongest 

protective factor against heat-related 
illness. Exposure to air conditioning 
for even a few hours a day will reduce 
the risk for heat-related illness. Con-
sider visiting a shopping mall or public 
library for a few hours.

How can people protect their health 
when temperatures are extremely high?

Remember to keep cool and use 
common sense. Drink plenty of  fluid, 
replace salts and minerals, wear ap-
propriate clothing and sunscreen, pace 
yourself, stay cool indoors, schedule 
outdoor activities carefully, use a bud-
dy system, monitor those at risk, and 
adjust to the environment.

How much should I drink during hot 
weather?

During hot weather you will need to 
increase your fluid intake, regardless 
of  your activity level. Don’t wait until 
you’re thirsty to drink. During heavy 
exercise in a hot environment, drink 
enough non-alcoholic cool fluids each 
hour to maintain normal color and 
amount of  urine output.

Should I take salt tablets during hot 
weather?

Do not take salt tablets unless di-
rected by your doctor. Heavy sweating 
removes salt and minerals from the 
body. These are necessary for your 
body and must be replaced. The easiest 
and safest way to do this is through 
your diet. Drink fruit juice or a sports 
beverage when you exercise or work in 
the heat.

What is the best clothing for  
hot weather or a heat wave?

Wear as little clothing as possible 
when you are at home. Choose light-
weight, light-colored, loose-fitting 
clothing. In the hot sun, a wide-
brimmed hat will provide shade and 
keep the head cool. If  you must go 
outdoors, be sure to apply sunscreen 30 
minutes prior to going out and contin-
ue to reapply according to the package 
directions. Sunburn affects your body’s 
ability to cool itself  and causes a loss 
of  body fluids. It also causes pain and 
damages the skin.

What should I do if I work in a  
hot environment?

Pace yourself. If  you are not accus-
tomed to working or exercising in a 
hot environment, start slowly and pick 
up the pace gradually. If  exertion in 
the heat makes your heart pound and 
leaves you gasping for breath, STOP all 
activity. Get into a cool area or at least 
in the shade, and rest, especially if  you 
become lightheaded, confused, weak 
or faint.

Other tips from the 
CDC for cooling down 
include taking cold 
showers or baths, 
wearing sunscreen with 
at least 15 SPF and 
using a buddy system.
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OBITUARIES

JIMMY WAYNE 
LAWRENCE

November 30, 1951 ~ June 17, 
2022

Jimmy Wayne Lawrence, 70, 
of  Broadway, passed away on 
Friday, June 17, 2022, at Cen-
tral Carolina Hospital. 

Professional services 
entrusted to Knotts Funeral 
Home, Sanford.

BARBARA MASTEJ
June 11, 1940 ~ June 18, 2022
Barbara Doris Mastej, 82, of  

Siler City passed away on Satur-
day, June 18, 2022, at her home. 

Professional services 
entrusted to Knotts Funeral 
Home. 

LUVENIA DOWDY

September 1, 1938 ~ June 19, 
2022

Luvenia Dowdy, 83, of  
Sanford passed away on 
Sunday, June 19, 2022, at her 
residence. 

Professional services 
entrusted to Knotts Funeral 
Home.

GEORGE REAVES
April 1, 1936 ~ June 17, 2022
George Reaves, 86, passed 

away on Friday, June 17, 
2022, at Durham VA Hospi-
tal. 

Professional services 
entrusted to Knotts Funeral 
Home, Pittsboro.

JOHNNIE MAE  
WOMBLE PEOPLES

November 12, 1929 ~ June 12, 
2022

Johnnie Mae (Womble) Peo-
ples, 92, passed away Sunday, 
June 12, 2022. She was the 
daughter of  Ola Mae Jackson 
Womble.

The funeral service was 
held at 2 p.m. at the First 
Baptist Church in Sanford on 
Saturday, June 18, 2022, with 
burial following at Poplar 
Springs AME Church Ceme-
tery.

BETTY MARGARET 
ELLERBY STACKHOUSE

September 19, 1927 ~ June 
14, 2022

Ms. Betty Margaret Ellerby 
Stackhouse, 94, of  Sanford, 
passed away on Tuesday, June 
14, 2022.

The funeral service was 
held at 1 p.m. Monday, June 
20, 2022 at Knotts Funeral 
Home. 

PAMELA JEAN 
(MCCLAINE) SMITH

September 6, 1961 ~ June 15, 
2022

Pamela Jean Smith, 60, 
of  Sanford, passed away on 
Wednesday, June 15, 2022, at 
her residence. 

Professional services entrust-
ed to Knotts Funeral Home.

JIMMY BOYD JONES
Jimmy Boyd Jones of  

Sanford, passed away on 
Monday, June 13, 2022, at his 
home.

The funeral service was held 
in the chapel of  Bridges-Cam-
eron Funeral Home on Thurs-
day, June 16, 2022, at 1 p.m. 
with Rev. Dale Sauls officiating. 
Burial followed in the Lemon 
Springs Methodist Church 
Cemetery.

Jimmy was born in Lee 
County to the late Roland 
and Beaulah Stone Jones. In 
addition to his parents, he 
was preceded in death by his 
brothers, Jerry, Billy Ray, and 
Jerome Jones. He was a heavy 
equipment operator.

Jimmy is survived by his 
wife, Annie Godfrey Jones, of  
the home; children, Geneva 
Cameron, Angie Wester, and 
Tracy Norris all of  Sanford; 
nine grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren.

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

DOLLIE CARMICHAEL
February 16, 1936 ~ June 15, 

2022
Dollie Carmichael, 86, of  

Sanford, passed away Wednes-
day, June 15, 2022, at her 
home.

A graveside service was 
held Saturday, June 18, 
2022, at 11 a.m., at New Life 
Fellowship Cemetery with 
Brother Ron Williams pre-
siding.

She was born to the late Mil-
ton Godfrey and Willie McGe-
hee. In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by 
her brothers, Sandy, Bobby, 
Johnny, Jack, Wade, and Willie 
Godfrey; and a sister, Joyce 
Simpson. Dollie worked at 
Sanford Furniture.

Surviving relatives include 
her husband, Fred Paul Car-
michael of  the home; sons, 
Richard Godfrey of  Georgia, 
and Fred Paul Carmichael II, 
of  Benson; a daughter, Paula 
Barbour of  Benson; brothers, 
Daniel Godfrey of  Sanford and 
Tommy Godfrey of  Cameron; 
sister, Peggy Williams of  Ra-
leigh and Bonnie Carmichael 
of  Georgia; and eight grand-
children.

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

AUDREY  
BULLARD EAGLE

August 17, 1946 ~ June 15, 
2022

Audrey Bullard Eagle, 75, 
passed away Wednesday, June 
15, 2022, at Central Carolina 
Hospital in Sanford.

A service was held Saturday, 
June 18, at 3 p.m. at Wayside 
Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church. A graveside service 
follows in the church ceme-
tery.

Audrey was the daughter of  
William Earl and Bertha Lem-
ons Bullard. In addition to her 
parents, she was preceded in 
death by her husband, Donald 
F. Eagle III; brother, William 
Gray Bullard.

She worked at East Lee Mid-
dle School and she selflessly 
gave 17 gallons of  life saving 
blood.  

She is survived by her 
daughter Donna Eagle Potter 
of  Chapel Hill, N.C.; two grand-
daughters; sister, Ola Baca of  
Sanford; and a brother, Art 
Bullard of  Sanford.

In lieu of  flowers, the 
family asks you to make a 
blood donation in Audrey’s 
memory at your local chapter 
of  Red Cross; or donations 
in her memory to Wayside 
Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church.

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

SHIRLEY ANN CRAWFORD STROWD 
October 24, 1936 ~ June 13, 2022 
Shirley Ann Crawford Strowd, 85, 

of  Pittsboro, passed away peacefully 
in her home Monday, June 13, 2022. 

Shirley was born in Orange Coun-
ty on October 24, 1936, to Frank and 
Ruth Crawford. She graduated from 
White Cross School and then re-
ceived a degree at Kennedy Business 
School in Durham before marrying 
J. Wayne Strowd Sr. on Christmas 
Day, 1955. The young couple moved 
to Pittsboro where they have lived 

for almost 68 years. Shirley first worked at Chatham Mills as 
a secretary before working and retiring from BCBS in 1981. 
She later worked with the Chatham County DSS Fuel as-
sistance program. Shirley was a member of  Orange Chapel 
United Methodist Church and Mt. Gilead Baptist Church.

Shirley spent her days working outside the home while 
her husband farmed and spent her nights taking care of  the 
family and keeping things running on the home front. She 
was busy with many activities that involved the children 
and family. After retiring, Shirley was the best classroom 
volunteer for her grandchildren and always made sure 
there was extra homework assignments completed before 
the grandchildren could go outside to play. She was known 
as “The Principal.” Her first priority was to love, spoil and 
nurture her grandchildren, while caring for her own ailing 
parents. She did so with unfailing love.

If  you called Shirley your friend, you had a compassion-
ate, trustworthy, confidant for life. She considered friend-
ship a privilege. She was humble and simple. She never 
wanted to be in the spotlight. Her acts of  kindness and 
encouragement to those in need where just between her and 
the recipient.

Shirley was loved deeply by her husband, Wayne. Their 
devotion to each other was just as strong the day she passed 
away as it was when they first met 70 years ago. 

Shirley was preceded in death by her parents and one 
brother, Ernest Crawford. She is survived by her husband, 
J. Wayne Strowd Sr.; her son, John W. Strowd Jr. and wife 
Tracy; her son, Michael C. Strowd and wife Bonnie; her 
grandchildren, John W. Strowd III “Trai” and wife Brittany, 
Faith S. Dennis and husband Patrick, Kennedy H. Strowd 
and wife Jessica, Olivia M. Strowd, and great-grandchildren, 
Madelyn, Charlotte, Knox, and Miller. 

The family would like to give heartfelt thanks for the 
devotion of  her caregivers, Edith, Mandy and Jean. Their 
love for Wayne and Shirley is a blessing that has touched 
her family deeply; Shirley’s family physician Dr. Kylstra and 
nurse Jessica, and lastly, the compassion and direction of  
UNC Hospice, especially Shirley’s nurse, Patrick.

A funeral service was held Friday, June 17, 2022, at 11 a.m. 
at Mt. Gilead Baptist Church with Pastor Dan Robinson and 
Pastor Wesley Thomas presiding. Following the burial, the 
family invites everyone to the fellowship building for lunch 
and fellowship.

In lieu of  flowers, memorial donations may be given in 
Shirley’s memory to Mt. Gilead Baptist Church Cemetery 
Fund, 1785 Mt. Gilead Church Road, Pittsboro, N.C. 27312, or 
UNC Hospice, P.O. Box 1077, Pittsboro, N.C. 27312.

Condolences may be made at www.donaldsonfunerals.
com.

Donaldson Funeral Home & Crematory is honored to 
serve the Strowd family. 

NANCY MCCOY 
March 22, 1934 ~ June 16, 2022
Nancy McCoy left this world on 

June 16, 2022, to be reunited with her 
husband, Harold.

Nancy was born on March 22, 1934, 
in Chatham County, N.C., where she 
built a lifetime of  memories. Nancy 
attended Pittsboro High School. 
She met her husband, Harold, on a 
double-date and they were married 
not long after that on March 22, 1952, 
until his death in 2020. Both were 
long-time active members of  Lys-

tra Baptist Church. She served as a deacon, trustee, WMU 
President, taught Sunday School and served on numerous 
committees. 

Throughout the 1960s and 1970s, Nancy not only raised 
three children, but was very proud to have had a career 
as well. She embraced being a modern-woman with grace, 
class, and strength. She kept a tidy/beautiful home, deco-
rated the planters in the front of  her house to match every 
season, and took the time for hair and makeup even when 
running a quick errand. Even while experiencing numerous 
health scares through her life, Nancy remained the strength 
of  the family.

In addition to her strength, Nancy will also be remem-
bered for her love of  traveling, music, and dancing, which 
has given an array of  fond memories for her friends and 
family   — visiting all 50 states, dancing in the living room 
with her children and grandchildren, playing the piano, 
teaching others how to do “The Twist,” and never missing 
the TV show “Mollie B Polka Party,” to name a few.

Among her other interests, Nancy enjoyed reading, card 
games, and crossword puzzles, including the New York 
Times crossword! She also loved to cook for her friends and 
family, especially with vegetables that her husband grew in 
their garden. Her coconut cake, banana pudding, and most 
of  all her Thanksgiving dressing will be missed. Many of  
her recipes have been passed down through the family and 
will continue her legacy of  love.

Nancy McCoy is survived by her daughters, Sharon 
Womble (husband Ray) of  Chapel Hill and Teresa Crumley 
of  Asheboro; her son, Ty McCoy of  Chapel Hill; and her 
eight grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.

The family received friends Tuesday, June 21, 2022, from 
10 to 10:45 a.m. The funeral service followed at 11 a.m with 
Rev. Tim Williford presiding. Burial followed in the church 
cemetery.

Donations in honor of  Nancy may be made to the Baptist 
Children’s Home of  N.C. or St. Jude Children’s Hospital.

Donaldson Funeral Home & Crematory is honored to 
serve the McCoy family. 

RUTH THAMES ANDREW 
June 15, 1932 ~ June 14, 2022
Ruth Thames Andrew, 89, of  Siler 

City, passed away on Tuesday, June 
14, 2022. 

Mrs. Andrew was born in Harnett 
County on June 15, 1932, the daugh-
ter of  William and Ethel Thames. Af-
ter High School, Ruth attended Mars 
Hill College, graduating in 1952, then 
became a 1954 graduate of  Meredith 
College. She went on to receive her 
Master’s Degree from UNC Chapel 
Hill in Speech Pathology. During her 

21 years with the Chatham County School System, she was 
a classroom Teacher, Speech Clinician, and Audiologist, and 
finally taught a class for emotionally challenged children. 

Ruth was a heavily involved member of  First Baptist 
Church. During her time there, she was a former Dea-
con, Sunday School Teacher, a member of  the Joy in 
the Morning Club, and sang in the Church Choir. Ruth 
loved her time spent as a Librarian for the church. She 
also served in the First Baptist Church WMU, and as the 
Associational Director of  the Sandy Creek Association. 
She loved quilting, creating Chrismon decorations, and 
decorating the bulletin boards for the church. Ruth was 
heavily involved with the youth at First Baptist Church, 
and later involved with devotions at the Youth Detention 
Center. She was a member of  the Siler City Lion’s Club 
for several years. 

In addition to her parents, Ruth is preceded in death by 
her husband, H. Thomas Andrew; and sister, Susan T. Black. 

She is survived by her son, Thomas William “Tommy” 
Andrew and wife Judy Greer of  Rockville, Maryland, and 
his son, Thomas Edward “Teddy” Andrew of  Rockville, 
Maryland; son, David Herbert Andrew and wife Lesley Long 
of  Roswell, Georgia, and his son, James Thomas Andrew 
of  Roswell, Georgia; sister, Judy T. Brant; nieces, Brenda 
Murillo, Jennifer Black, Susan Kimball; and nephew, Fred 
Black. 

The family will receive friends on Friday, June 24, 2022, 
from 6 to 8 p.m. at Smith & Buckner Funeral Home, 230 N. 
Second Ave., Siler City. A funeral service will be held at 11 
a.m. on Saturday, June 25, 2022, at First Baptist Church, 314 
N. 2nd Ave., Siler City, with Rev. Jason Brogan and Rev. Jim 
Wall officiating. Burial will follow at Oakwood Cemetery. 

Memorials may be made to Ruth T. Andrew Endowment 
Fund, c/o the N.C. Baptist Foundation, 201 Convention 
Drive, Cary, N.C. 27511, or to the First Baptist Church, Rodg-
ers Mission Group.

Smith & Buckner Funeral Home is assisting the Andrew 
family.

Online condolences may be made at www.smithbuckner-
fh.com.

SUSAN HENDERSON POWELL 
June 24, 1944 ~ June 10, 2022 
Susan Henderson Powell of  Mon-

cure, N.C., passed away peacefully 
Friday, June 10, 2022, at UNC Chapel 
Hill Medical Center. She was sur-
rounded by her husband, the Rev. 
Woodson Lea Powell IV, and several 
friends and family. She was 77 years 
old. 

Susan was born in Dayton, Ohio, 
on June 24, 1944. In addition to her 
husband, Susan leaves behind her 
two daughters, Jennifer Rocho (David 

Rocho), Melissa Russell (Mark Russell) and three step-chil-
dren, Elaine Cook (Jon Cook), Scott Powell and John Powell. 
In addition, she had eight grandchildren, Katherine Rocho, 
Spencer Rocho (deceased), Charlie Rocho, Henry Rocho, Wil-
liam Russell, Adeline Russell, Jack Cook and McKenzie Cook.

Susan graduated with honors from East Carolina University 
with a Master’s Degree in Social Work in May 1997. She was a 
proud member of Saint Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church in 
Pittsboro, N.C. She will be remembered for her ability to make 
people laugh, tell great stories and her way of making every-
one feel welcome. Susan fought a strong and courageous battle 
with metastatic breast cancer for two and a half years.

In lieu of  flowers, please consider donating to the Susan 
G. Komen Breast Cancer Research Foundation or Saint Bar-
tholomew’s Episcopal Church.

The service for the Celebration of  Susan’s life and her buri-
al will take place at Saint Bartholomew’s Church in Pittsboro 
on Sunday morning, July 3, 2022, beginning at 10 a.m.
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a report of  a drowning in Eastwood 
Lake near South Lakeshore Drive and 
Markham Drive,” the Chapel Hill Police 
Department said in a statement to the 
News + Record. “An 18-year-old patient 
was treated at the scene and transport-
ed to UNC Hospitals, where further 
resuscitation efforts were unsuccessful. 
Based on numerous witness accounts, 
we do not believe the drowning to be 
suspicious.”

Chatham County Schools issued a 
statement after Poteat was identified as 
the victim.

“Our hearts are with Christian’s 
family and friends,” the CCS statement 
said. “We have counselors available for 
anyone in the CCS family who needs 
support through this difficult time. This 
was a joyous time in his life and those 
who guided him through high school to 
graduation. We mourn with the family 
in this loss.”

Northwood Principal Dr. Bradford 
Walston also expressed condolences 
Friday morning.  

“Christian was a vivacious student 
with a magnetic smile and personali-
ty,” Walston said. “His presence in our 
community will be missed. That his 
passing comes so soon after the accom-

plishment of  high school graduation is 
a tragedy beyond words.”

CCS encouraged students, parents 
and community members to support 
one another during this time.

“Students, we ask that you be there 
for one another in the face of  this loss,” 
the CCS statement said. “If  you need 
anything, please do not hesitate to 
reach out to the school. We will be there 
for you.”

Members of  the Northwood commu-
nity expressed their condolences on 
social media. 

“Christian had so much life to live 
and his was cut far too short,” North-
wood Sports Medicine Trainer Jackie 
Harpham posted on Instagram. “I wish 
we could see you grow up and reach 
your goals. I knew you could do it. We 
will miss you so much. Watch over your 
Northwood family.”

“Parents, please take time to check 
in on your children,” CCS’s statement 
said. “The loss of  a young life reminds 
us of  the preciousness of  time we have 
with one another. Northwood counsel-
ors and administration are reachable 
by phone and email. We have supports 
available at Northwood on Monday for 
anyone who is in need.”

Reporter Ben Rappaport can be reached 
at brappaport@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter @b_rappaport. 

ran said. “We planned out our budget 
ahead of  time with focus groups, sur-
veys, feedback and principal meetings.”

Moran said CCS is on track to spend 
its allocation of  funds because it’s stuck 
to its original plan. 

Red tape
Of the funding allocated to CCS, the 

largest portion of  it, 20%, must be des-
ignated to learning loss. That’s the case 
for all school districts that received 
money through the federal Elementa-
ry and Secondary School Emergency 
Relief  Fund (ESSER).

Other major areas of  funding for 
CCS include human capital, health and 
safety, and professional development 
and innovation.

Because COVID-related emergency 
funding comes from the federal gov-
ernment, it also comes with specific 
designations. Some of  the money has 
to go toward learning tools, or summer 
programs, or literacy improvement. 
Moran said while this can be a barrier, 
it’s also helpful for the money to have 
specific uses.

“It’s not like we got $20 million to just 
go forth and do whatever,” Moran said. 
“It’s been a lot of  moving parts to make 
sure each pocket of  funds gets spent on 
exactly what it’s earmarked for.” 

Following the announcement of  
ESSER grants to school districts, CCS 
assigned a person within its budget 
office to be in charge of  federal funds. 
This staffer meets weekly with Mo-
ran and CCS Chief  Financial Officer 
Tony Messer to provide updates on 
the grants and make adjustments as 
needed. 

The district also has monthly finance 
meetings where it tracks how much 
federal funding has been spent and 
how much money is in each respective 
account. 

One of  the other challenges of  ESS-
ER money and other emergency COVID 
funding is that each grant has differing 
expiration dates. Some of  the money 
expired at the end of  the school year; 
other grants don’t end until 2024, which 
Moran said has been a tedious thing to 
keep track of.

“For example, our summer learning 
plan is costing more than we budget-
ed because we have been forced to 
plan based on numbers we don’t have 
data for yet,” Moran said. “We have 
to continue to have conversations to 
readjust.”

Moran said another challenge in 
properly utilizing the funding is that 
it has often been a moving target. 
On several occasions, she said, there 
were plans in place, but new grants 
were announced and the budget had 
to shift.

“They keep giving us stuff, which 
is great, but we want to be able to 
spend that money on something 
quality,” Moran said. “We want a 
well thought-out plan, but sometimes 
when money falls from the sky, it’s 
hard to do that.” 

Because the spontaneous funding 
comes from varying sources, it also 
comes with sudden deadlines that have 
forced rapid readjustment. Each grant 
also requires paperwork and monitor-
ing to ensure it’s used in the proper 
manner. 

Along with differing deadlines, the 
ESSER funds are also not permanent 
solutions. The funds are only meant to 
help schools recover from COVID-19. 
Moran said after the funding runs out, 
the district will evaluate the outcomes 

the ESSER money created and exam-
ine which programs should continue. 
Then, those programs will need to be 
funded at a local level by the district 
and the Chatham County Board of  
Commissioners. 

“With large funding sources like this, 
we will work to identify areas in the 
plan that were effective and will seek 
funding beyond the final year if  we 
wish to keep the items,” Moran said. 
“This could be in the form of  moving 
funds at the local level to pay for things 
in the ESSER plan or this could be ex-
pansion budget requests for the county 
in the future.”

Benefits to CCS
The money from ESSER has created 

opportunities for CCS to hire several 
new positions. This includes a drop-
out prevention specialist at each high 
school, three new social workers and 
three new English as a Second Lan-
guage (ESL) professionals.

Moran said human capital is where 
the district is able to see the most di-
rect impact from ESSER funds because 
it puts more people in the schools to 
help support students. However, when 
the money expires, the district will 
need to develop a plan to keep those 
employees.

“The ESSER fund is meant to be used 
on things that are above and beyond 
what our normal budget pays for,” 
Moran said. “At the end of  those four 
years, we will have to have a plan for 
how we can keep those positions if  we 
see they had benefits.”  

In total, CCS has hired 53 new 
positions through ESSER money with 
both school and district-based posi-
tions becoming available. The money 
has also created a $1.6 million pool for 
staff bonuses and ongoing recruitment 
efforts for those positions. 

Additional health and safety posi-
tions were also created with the hiring 
of  two additional nurses and 20 Certi-
fied Nurse Assistants. 

Moran said the positions created 
by ESSER money have forced the 
district to evaluate the actual benefit 
of  the current position structure. For 
example, many elementary schools 
have designated positions for stu-
dents who receive in-school suspen-
sions, but elementary schools rarely 
have significant enough behavior is-
sues to warrant using money to fund 
that position. Meanwhile, ESSER 

funds have opened the possibilities 
of  more counselors in schools, which 
was a desperate need in Chatham. 
So, when the federal money expires, 
positions and local funding may be 
reallocated. 

CCS has also developed metrics for 
measuring the outcomes of  ESSER 
funding. While the data won’t be final-
ized until August, there are barometers 
to measure the effectiveness of  each 
sector of  funding. Metrics are outlined 
for new positions, curricula, student 
services and direct school service pro-
grams such as summer schooling and 
virtual academies.

Of  the data available, Moran said 
the most effective use of  ESSER funds 
has been academic interventions. 
Programs and strategies to help 
underperforming students are often 
unaffordable to the district, but emer-
gency funds have made programs like 
personalized skill gap platforms more 
accessible. 

“We’ve seen a lot of  students make 
significant gains with research-based 
intervention materials,” Moran said. 
“We were very specific with what we 
bought to ensure it was a highly rated 
program.”

Moran said these programs are like 
adding more tools in the toolbox — it 
provides more ways to meet the needs 
and problems of  students. And once 
these intervention kits are purchased, 
the school doesn’t need to keep buying 
them, so the one time costs creates 
long-term benefits. 

Next steps
CCS will continue to host budget 

meetings to evaluate its progress on 
its ESSER plans. These evaluations 
include examining areas to continue af-
ter ESSER money expires and seeking 
additional funding from other federal 
grant programs.

The district also said they will contin-
ue to have conversations with the board 
of  education and the county’s board of  
commissioners about ongoing budget 
priorities. These updates are all in 
preparation for the federal audits of  the 
district in 2025. 

For more information about ESSER 
funding in Chatham County Schools 
visit bit.ly/3OaMd6z.   

Reporter Ben Rappaport can be reached 
at brappaport@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter @b_rappaport. 

DROWNING
Continued from page A1

COVID
Continued from page A1

EXTENDED LEARNING & INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORTS
 

HUMAN CAPITAL

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND INNOVATION

HEALTH AND SAFETY

CHATHAM COUNTY
SCHOOLS COVID-19

FUNDING
BREAKDOWN

$18,777,352
Money allotted to CCS
from Elementary and

Secondary School
Emergency Relief Fund

(ESSER)

Summer Learning Programs
Technology Devices for Students and Staff
Middle School Literacy Program Materials
Software Subscriptions (Canvas, ZOOM, etc.)

Virtual Academy K-12 Program
Services for students with behavioral and
mental health needs
Additional ESL Services

53 new positions  Staff Bonuses and recruitment: 
 

$1,678,424
High School Dropout Prevention
Specialist
2 Additional Counselors 
3 Additional Social Workers 
23 Instructional Assistant
positions
2 additional Nurses
3 additional ESL teachers
20 COVID support positions /
Certified Nurse Assistants

 

Digital Learning Professional Development
Academic Professional Development 
Professional Learning Opportunities for School Leaders
Spanish Interpreter Training
Beginning Teacher Program Supports for year 1, 2, and 3 through
UNC 

 

PPE
Cleaning Supplies
Air Quality & Facility Needs

$5 million
 

Total ESSER
Funds Spent to
date 2021-2022

$14 million
 

Funds remaining to
be spent by 

June 30, 2024

CN+R graphic by Ben Rappaport



REAL ESTATE
LEARN ABOUT LAND - Chatham 
Land Experts - www.learn-
aboutland.com - 919-362-6999. 
Jy2,tfnc 

OFFICE SPACE RENT
BEAUTY SALON FOR RENT, 
prime established location. 
Call Butch Hudson, 919-545-
1795. Jn16- Au4,8tp

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT, Ap-
proximately 2,000 sq. ft. recep-
tion area, conference room, 
six offices, kitchenette and 
restrooms. Siler Business Park, 
919-930-1650. Jn15,tfnc        

RENTAL APARTMENTS
POWELL SPRINGS APTS. Ever-
green Construction introduces 
its newest independent living 
community for adults 55 years 
or older, 1 and 2 bedroom ap-
plications now being accepted. 
Office hours: Tues & Thurs, 9 
to 4 p.m. Call 919-533-6319 for 
more information, TDD #1-
800-735-2962, Equal housing 
opportunity, Handicapped 
accessible, A2,tfnc

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
now for one bedroom apart-
ments, adults 55 years or old-
er. Water included, appliances 
furnished, on-site laundry, 
elevator, keyless entry. Sec-
tion 8 accepted. $486/mo., no 
security deposit. Application 
fee $25 per adult. Call Braxton 
Manor, 919-663-1877. Handicap 
accessible. Equal Housing Op-
portunity. A2,tfnc

FOR SALE
TV ANTENNA SALE - Come by 
MacPage Communications at 
102 North Third Avenue, Siler 
City. 919-227-6698. D30,tfnc

AUCTIONEERS
RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTION-
EERS - Equipment, Business, 
Liquidation, Estates, Land, 
Houses, Antiques, Personal 
property, Coins, Furniture, 
Consignments, Benefits, etc., 
NCAL #7706, 919-548-3684, 
919-663-3556, rickyelling-
tonauctions@yahoo.com, 
J6,tfnc

AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HAR-
RIS at JHA. One Call...We sell 
it all!!! Real Estate, Personal 
Property, Estate Settlement, 
Farms & Land, Business Liq-
uidation. JHA has been con-
ducting auctions in the state 
of NC since 1989. Fully licensed 
Real Estate and Auction Firm. 
NCAL #8420 Firm #8086 www.
JerryHarrisAuction.com, 919-
498-4077, J6,tfnc 

SERVICES
CASH PAID FOR JUNK CARS 
and pickups. Call 336-581-3423, 
My12-Jn30,8tp 

RAINBOW WATER FILTERED 
VACUUMS, Alice Cox, Cox’s 
Distributing - Rainbow - Cell: 
919-548-4314, Sales, Services, 
Supplies. Serving public for 35 
years. Rada Cutlery also avail-
able. Au26,tfnc

AUTO BROKERS RECYCLERS 
- Cash paid for Junk/Wrecked 
vehicles. Call 919-545-0194. 
My13,tfnc

JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of 
charge. Due to many months 
of low steel prices and unsta-
ble steel markets, we cannot 
pay for cars at this time. Cars, 
trucks, and machinery will be 
transported and environmen-
tally correctly recycled at no 
charge. 919-542-2803. A2,tfnc

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree 
removal, stump grinding, lot 
clearing. Visa & Master Card 
accepted. Timber. Free esti-
mates. 919-258-3594 N9,tfnc  

HELP WANTED
CALLING ALL Hab. Techs.,  
CNAs and PCAs FOR IMMEDI-
ATE HIRE!!!!!! Well established 
home care agency in Chapel 
Hill is looking for committed 
Hab. Techs., CNAs, PCAs in 
Chatham, Orange and Durham 
Counties for immediate hire. 
Must be compassionate, have 
a pleasant demeanor, possess 
good work ethics, and passion-
ate about making a difference 
in people’s lives.  Competitive 
compensation offered. Please 
call us today at 919-967-0507 

or visit our office at 781 Mount 
Carmel Church Road, Chapel 
Hill, NC 27517 to complete an 
application. Jn23,30,Jy7,14,4tp
HOMECARE SEEKING, Now hir-
ing for immediate positions in 
Pittsboro/Siler City: Certified 
Nurse Aides – Competitive 
weekly pay, CNAs start at 
$10.00/hr. & up for extra care 
cases – Total LifeCare, Call 
919-776-0352 or visit 824 South 
Horner Blvd., Sanford for more 
info or to apply. A29,tfnc

LEGALS
 NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 221
All persons having claims 
against BRYAN JOHNSON, de-
ceased, late of Chatham Coun-
ty, North Carolina, are notified 
to exhibit the same to the 
undersigned on or before the 
2nd day of September, 2022, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 2nd day of June, 2022.
Hunter Johnson, Administrator
149 Pleasant Cross Rd
Asheboro, NC 27203

Jn2,Jn9,Jn16,J23,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 299
All persons having claims 
against BETTY K. BALDWIN, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 2nd day of September, 
2022, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 2nd day of June, 2022.
Garry E. Wilkie, Executor
568 John Horton Rd
Apex, NC 27523

Jn2,Jn9,Jn16,J23,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 295
All persons having claims 
against MOLLY C. SANDERS 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 2nd day of September, 
2022, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 2nd day of June, 2022.
Keath Castelloe Low, Executor
227 Old Lystra Road
Chapel Hill, NC 27517
Jn2,Jn9,Jn16,J23,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
HAVING QUALIFIED as Ad-
ministrator of the Estate of 
CHANDRAKANT SHIVABHAI 
PATEL late of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, this is to notify 
all persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against 
the estate of said deceased to 
present them to the under-
signed on or before the 3rd 
day of September, 2022, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery.
This the 31st day of May, 2022.
Asmitaben Chandrakant Patel, 
Administrator 
 The Estate of Chan-
drakant Shivabhai Patel
 567 Covered Bridge 
Trail
 Chapel Hill, North 
Carolina  27517
MOODY, WILLIAMS, ATWATER 
& LEE
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
BOX 1806
PITTSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA 
27312
(919) 542-5605

Jn2,Jn9,Jn16,Jn23,4tc

CREDITOR’S NOTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Executor 
of the Estate of CLARENCE L. 
DURHAM, deceased, late of 
Chatham County, North Caroli-
na, this is to notify all persons 
having claims against the 
estate of the deceased to ex-
hibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 9th day of  
September, 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 

recovery. All persons indebted 
to the estate of the deceased 
will please make immediate 
payment.
This, the 9th of June, 2022.
Anthony Edward Mann, Execu-
tor of the 
   Estate of Clarence L. Durham
   470 Andrews Store Road
   Pittsboro, NC 27312
Chad Wesley Riggsbee, Attor-
ney at Law
288 East St., Suite 2004
P.O. Box 147
Pittsboro, NC 27312

Jn9,Jn16,Jn23,Jn30,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 70
All persons having claims 
against RONNY SIZEMORE de-
ceased, late of Chatham Coun-
ty, North Carolina, are notified 
to exhibit the same to the 
undersigned on or before the 
9th day of September, 2022, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 9th day of June, 2022.
Belinda Riddle Sizemore, 
Administrator
11173 Siler City Glendon Rd.
Bear Creek, NC 27207 

Jn9,Jn16,Jn23,Jn30,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
22-E-311
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, Richard 
E. Kauff, having qualified 
as Executor of the Estate of 
PATRICIA ANN HAMES KAUFF, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, this is to notify all 
persons having claims against 
said estate to present them to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 7th day of September, 
2022, or this notice will be 
plead in bar of their recov-
ery. All persons indebted to 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This the 9th day of June, 2022.
Richard E. Kauff, Executor
c/o Marie H. Hopper
Attorney for the Estate
Hopper Cummings, PLLC
Post Office Box 1455
Pittsboro, NC 27312

Jn9,Jn16,Jn23,Jn30,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
22-E-307
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, Steven J. 
Spence, having qualified as Ex-
ecutor of the Estate of GISELA 
M. SPENCE, deceased, late of 
Chatham County, this is to no-
tify all persons having claims 
against said estate to present 
them to the undersigned on or 
before the 7th day of Sep-
tember, 2022, or this notice 
will be plead in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This the 9th day of June, 2022.
Steven J. Spence, Executor
c/o Marie H. Hopper
Attorney for the Estate
Hopper Cummings, PLLC
Post Office Box 1455
Pittsboro, NC 27312

Jn9,Jn16,Jn23,Jn30,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
21 E 754
All persons having claims 
against WILBUR ARNOLD 
RIVES, deceased, late of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
are notified to exhibit the 
same to the undersigned on or 
before the 9th day of Septem-
ber, 2022, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 9th day of June, 2022.
Sandra Rives Roscoe, Executor
8708 NC HWY 902

Pittsboro, NC 27312

Jn9,Jn16,Jn23,Jn30,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 294
All persons having claims 
against MILDRED M. GRIZ-
ZARD, deceased, late of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
are notified to exhibit the 
same to the undersigned on or 
before the 9th day of Septem-
ber, 2022, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 

asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 9th day of June, 2022.
Sue Grizzard, Executrix
111 Walton Place
Fayetteville, NC 28305

Jn9,Jn16,Jn23,Jn30,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 302
All persons having claims 
against WALTER BICKETT 
EUBANKS, deceased, late of 
Chatham County, North Caro-
lina, are notified to exhibit the 
same to the undersigned on or 
before the 9th day of Septem-
ber, 2022, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 9th day of June, 2022.
James William Eubanks, Ad-
ministrator 
980 Eubanks Rd
Pittsboro, NC  27312

Jn9,Jn16,Jn23,Jn30,4tp

CREDITOR’S NOTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Execu-
tor of the Estate of TERRY 
R. THALAM, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, this is to notify all 
persons having claims against 
the estate of said deceased to 
exhibit them to John G. Kelso, 
Esq., Van Winkle, Buck, Wall, 
Starnes and Davis, P.A., Attor-
neys-at-Law, 11 North Market 
Street, Asheville, NC 28801, on 
or before the 16th day of Sep-
tember, 2022, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
Patricia A. Thalman, Executor
Estate of Terry R. Thalman
John G. Kelso, Esq., 
Van Winkle, Buck, Wall, 
Starnes and Davis, P.A., Attor-
neys-at-Law
 11 North Market Street
 Asheville, NC 28801

Jn16,Jn23,Jn30,Jy7,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 325
All persons having claims 
against LEONARD HOYLE 
BECKWITH, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 16th day of 
September, 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recov-
ery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 16th day of June, 2022.
Daniel Kevin Beckwith
139 Black Horse Run
Bear Creek, NC 27207 

Jn16,Jn23,Jn30,Jy7,4tp

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF PITTSBORO
The Pittsboro Town Board of 
Commissioners will hold the 
following Public Hearing on 
Monday, June 27, 2022 at 7:00 
PM via Zoom and at Chatham 
County Agriculture Center to 
consider the following items:
1. SUP-2022-01, Proposed 
Special Use Permit: Applicant 
and property owner Iglesia 
Bautista Misionera Roca Fuerte 
are requesting a Special Use 
Permit for a cemetery. The 
property comprised of one 
parcel (68571), located within 
the Pittsboro Extraterritorial 
Jurisdiction, at 1365 NC 902 
HWY, and the proposed cem-
etery is approximately one (1) 
acre of the total approximate 
11.61 acres in size.
The purpose of the public 
hearing is to provide interest-
ed parties with an opportunity 
to comment on the request. 
SUBSTANTIAL CHANGES IN 
THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 
MAY BE MADE FOLLOWING 
THE PUBLIC HEARING. The 
complete records are on file at 
the Town Planning Department 
located at 480 Hillsboro Street, 
Suite 400, on the Planning 
Department page under 
“Current Planning” at https://
nc-pittsboro.civicplus.com/, 
and are available for inspec-
tion through e-mail. Please 
give reasonable notice to the 
Pittsboro Planning Department 
at (919) 533-2034 if accommo-
dations for individuals with 
disabilities or impairments are 
required.
The meeting will be held 
via Zoom, a teleconference 
software, and in person. 

Instructions on how to join the 
Zoom Meeting can be found 
on the Town’s website at www.
pittsboronc.gov. Please sign 
up with the Town Manager, 
Chris Kennedy by 4:00 p.m. 
on June 27, 2022 if you wish 
to participate. If you wish 
to make written comments, 
please send them to the Town 
Manager, Chris Kennedy, PO 
Box 759, Pittsboro, NC 27312 
or via email at ckennedy@
pittsboronc.gov by 4 p.m. on 
June 27, 2022.
Jn16,Jn23,2tc      
    
    

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM
THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 7th day of 
June, 2022, as Executor of the 
ESTATE OF LEON JOEL LASTER, 
Deceased, of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby 
notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against said Estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned on 
or before the 17th day of Sep-
tember, 2022, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said Estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This, the 16th day of June, 
2022.
RAYMOND JAMES TRUST N.A., 
EXECUTOR
ESTATE OF LEON JOEL LASTER
c/o Stephen C. Rhudy, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina 27717

Jn16,Jn23,Jn30,Jy7,4tc 

NOTICE OF RUNOFF ELECTION  
TOWN OF CARY – AT-LARGE-
SEAT
CHATHAM COUNTY, NORTH 
CAROLINA
The Runoff election for the 
At-Large Seat for the Town of 
Cary will be held on Tuesday, 
July 26, 2022. 
Polls will be open from 6:30 
a.m. to 7:30 p.m. on Election 
Day. Two polling places will be 
open, East Williams Precinct, 
and New Hope Precinct. Only 
voters who live in the munici-
pal boundaries of the Town of 
Cary who reside in Chatham 
County in either one of these 
precincts are eligible to vote in 
this election.
One-stop early voting will be 
held at the following location 
from Thursday, July 7, 2022, 
to Saturday, July 23, 2022: 
County Board of Elections 
office, 984 Thompson Street, 
Suite D, Pittsboro, NC  27312, 
Monday – Friday 8:00 am – 5:00 
pm,  Saturday – 8:00 am – 3:00 
pm (Last Saturday Only - July 
23, 2022).
Absentee ballots will be 
mailed to voters who have 
requested them beginning 
June 24, 2022. A voter can fill 
out an absentee ballot request 
at votebymail.ncsbe.gov, or 
by filling out a request form 
provided by the county board 
of elections office. The request 
must be received through the 
website or by the CHATHAM 
COUNTY Board of Elections by 
5 p.m. July 19, 2022. 
In the runoff election, voters 
will select one candidate from 
the following Contests on the 
ballot: Cary Town Council At- 
Large.
The voter registration deadline 
for this election is 5 p.m. Fri-
day, July 1, 2022. Eligible indi-
viduals who are not registered 
by that deadline may register 
and vote at any early voting 
site during the early voting 
period. New registrants will be 
required to provide documen-
tation of their residence.   
Questions? Call the CHATHAM 
COUNTY Board of Elections Of-
fice at 919-545-8500 or send an 
email to elections@chatham-
countync.gov.
Laura Heise, Chair

CHATHAM COUNTY Board of 
Elections

Jn16,Jn23,Jn30,3tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
All persons having claims 
against WILLIAM WELFORD 
BECK, deceased, late of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
are notified to exhibit the 
same to the undersigned on or 
before the 16th day of Septem-
ber, 2022, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 16th day of June, 2022.
Doris D. Beck, Administrator
398 Glosson Road
Siler City, NC 27344 

Jn16,Jn23,Jn30,Jy7,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
The undersigned, having qual-
ified on the 8th day of June 
2022 as Executrix of the Estate 
of LARRY MARLIN MOSER, 
deceased, of Chatham County, 
North Carolina does hereby 
notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against said Estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned 
on or before the 16th day of 
September 2022, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said Estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This 16th day of June, 2022.
Tammy Moser Havener, Execu-
trix of the 
Estate of Larry Marlin Moser  
   
c/o Julia G. Henry, Esquire
Kennon Craver, PLLC
4011 University Drive, Suite 300
Durham, North Carolina 27707

Jn16,Jn23,Jn30,Jy7,4tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Adminis-
trator CTA of the Estate of ANN 
DAVIS, late of 550 Hoot Owl 
Lane, Siler City, NC (Chatham 
County), the undersigned 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate 
of said decedent to exhibit 
them to the undersigned at 
the address given below, 
on or before the 16th day of 
September, 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms 
and corporations indebted 
to the said estate will please 
make immediate payment to 
the undersigned.

PLACE YOUR AD HERE FOR $5 PER WEEK. CALL 919-663-3232 
Up to 25 words — additional words 20¢ each

PLUS: Your ad is posted on chathamnewsrecord.com for FREE!

CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION
Line ad deadline  
Tuesday — Noon
Display ad deadline  
Monday — 5 p.m.
Rates and payment
Minimum charge of 
$5 for each classified 
advertisement of 25 words 
or less per week.  For each 
additional word, no matter 
how many insertions, add 
20¢ per word. Payable in 
advance.
Blind ads
No information will be 
given out by this office 
to the identity of person 
placing “keyed” or “blind” 
ads.
Errors
In advertisements that run 
more than one week, we 
are responsible for errors 
appearing in the first 
week only. If you find an 
error in your ad, report it 
immediately.
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Visit www.chathamnc.org  
and click on Jobs 

Career       
Opportunities 

Available  
Visit www.chathamcountync.gov

and click Jobs.

Chatham Monument Co. has an opening for 
a monument installer. Work involves working 
in Siler City and surrounding area installing 

monuments as part of a 3-person team. 

Apply in Person, 
Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

227 N. 2nd Ave. Siler City, NC 27344 

2ND & 3RD SHIFT
CALL: 919-542-3151

Monday-Friday 8:30am to 4:00pm for 
appointment to complete application 

and interview.
Pittsboro Christian Village

1825 East Street, Pittsboro, NC

HIRING CNA’s

Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA
Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the 

rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312

919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962

Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

APARTMENTS
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GET THE BEST OF LIVE TV & ON DEMAND WITH

NO ANNUAL CONTRACT

GET YOUR TV TOGETHER

O ANANA NNNN UNUN AUAU L AL A COCOC NONO TNTN RTRT ARAR C

855.548.9839
IV Support Holdings

Contact Your Local DIRECTV Dealer

• No annual contract required, No hidden fees
• The best of Live TV & On Demand on all your favorite screens
• Stream on 20 devices at once in your home—including your 
TVs, tablets, smart phones and other connected devices*

*Minimum internet speed of 8Mbps per stream for optimal viewing. All 20 DIRECTV streams must be on the same home network and a compatible router is required. Certain channels are excluded. Limit 3 
concurrent out-of-home DIRECTV streams. Restrictions apply. See directv.com/20streams for details.

DIRECTV STREAM requires high-speed Internet. Minimum internet speed of 8 Mbps per stream recommended for optimal viewing. †DIRECTV STREAM: Service subject to DIRECTV STREAM terms and conditions (see directv.com/legal/). Compatible device req’d. Residential 
U.S. customers only (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands). Your DIRECTV STREAM service renews monthly at the prevailing rate, charged to your payment method on file unless you cancel. Once you’ve canceled, you can access DIRECTV STREAM through the 
remaining monthly period. New customers who cancel service in the first 14 days will receive a full refund. Otherwise, no refunds or credits for any partial-month periods or unwatched content. Returning customers who disconnected service within previous 12 months 
are not eligible for a refund. DIRECTV STREAM: Device for well qualified customers $5/mo. each for 24/mos. on 0% APR installment agreement; otherwise $120 each. Applicable taxes due at sale. Non-qualified customers must purchase devices up front. Purchased devices 
may be returned within 14 days for a full refund. Devices purchased on installment agreement subject to additional terms and conditions. See cancellation policy at directv.com/legal/directv-stream-cancellation-policy/ for more details. Regional Sports & Local Channels:
Regional Sports available with CHOICE and above. Not available in select areas. Channels vary by package & billing region. Device may need to be in billing region in order to view. Limits: Offers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Programming 
subject to blackout restrictions. Pricing, channels, features, and terms are subject to change & may be modified or discontinued at any time without notice. See directv.com/stream for details. ©2021 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of 
DIRECTV, LLC. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

$84 99
MO.

CHOICE™ PACKAGE
90+ Live TV Channels

+tax

†

1-877-649-1190CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A RD1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  
2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as 
the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT 
Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 
50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 
2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 
Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  
License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

When outdoors, your impact 
should be smaller than this ad.

YOUR AD can be promoted in multiple markets with one easy 
and affordable ad placement. Your ad will be published in 114 
NC newspapers for only $375. You reach 1.7 million readers 
with the North Carolina Statewide Classified Ad Network. Call 
this newspaper’s classified department at 919-663-3232 or 
visit www.ncpress.com.

HUGE ABSOLUTE AUCTION! 
4.5+/-Acre Mini Farm w/
Nice Brick Home & Barns-
Winston Salem! Ford 
R o l l b a c k / C a r s & Tr u c k s /
Tractors/RV/Guns/Bobcat/
Antiques&Collectibles-ETC! 
Saturday June.25th@9a.m. 
LEINBACH AUCTION & 
REALTY,LLC 
(336)4169614/NCAL#5871/
N C R E B L # 1 9 9 9 2 2 /
AUCTIONZIP.COM ID#5969

180+/-ACRES TIMBERLAND 
AUCTION Nash County, 
Prime Timberland with Mini-
Farm Opportunities, Mature 
Timber with Cruise-Reports, 
Immediate Income. Offered 
Divided, Online Bidding JUNE 
16-thru-JUNE 28    www.
H o u s e A u c t i o n C o m p a n y.
com   252-729-1162  
NCAL#7435and#7889

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
649-1190

White-Glove Service from 
America’s Top Movers. Fully 
insured and bonded. Let us 
take the stress out of your 
out of state move. FREE 
QUOTES! Call: 855-821-2782

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles 
and multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer - $500 
Discount + Additional 10% 
off install (for military, health 
workers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-855-
585-1815

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920
Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution
Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-888-425-1126 or visit 
dorranceinfo.com/nc

Denied Social Security 
Disability?  Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed SSD and denied, our 
attorneys can help! Win or Pay 
Nothing! Strong, recent work 
history needed.  877-553-0252 
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC 
Principal Office: 224 Adams 
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 
833-649-2292

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-855-931-
3643

Looking for assisted living, 
memory care, or independent 
living? A Place for Mom 
simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost 
to your family. Call 1-833-658-
8691  today!

Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Money 
Down + Low Monthly Payment 
Options. Request a FREE 
Quote – Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-844-
938-0700

STOP worrying! SilverBills 
eliminates the stress and 
hassle of bill payments. All 
household bills guaranteed 
to be paid on time, as long 
as appropriate funds are 
available. Computer not 
necessary. Call for a FREE 
trial or a custom quote today. 
SilverBills 1-866-530-1374

DISH Network. $64.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-877-920-7405

Statewide Classified

We Cancel TIMESHARES for You

Every year 150,000 people reach 
out to us for help getting rid of their 
timeshare. In 2019, we relieved over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt and 
maintenance fees. We can help.

Get your free information kit
 and see if you qualify:

844-213-6711

FROM
$2,549

$2,299*

TM

1-855-874-7693
promo code N7017

* Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on 
airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 6/30/22. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Oahu • Hawaii Island • Kauai • Maui — Enjoy a fully 
guided 4-island Hawaiian vacation with centrally 
located lodging in Waikiki on Oahu, and beachfront 
lodging on the “Big Island” of Hawaii, Kauai, and Maui. 
Guided throughout by our friendly Tour Directors—
your local experts. Includes 3 inter-island flights.

12 days, departs year-round
BEST OF HAWAII FOUR-ISLAND TOUR

Jason R. Jones, Administrator 
CTA of the
Estate of Ann Davis (22-E-310; 
Chatham County, NC)
c/o Jason R. Jones
200 Towne Village Dr
Cary, NC 27513
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, Samantha 
Marie Arzate, having qualified 
as Administrator of the Estate 
of MAYBELLINE ANN ARZATE, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, this is to notify all per-
sons having claims against the 
estate to present them to the 
undersigned on or before the 
23rd day of September, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sons indebted to said estate 
will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned. 
This the 23rd day of June, 2022.
Samantha Marie Arzate, Ad-
ministrator
  79 Oldham MHP
  Pittsboro, NC 27312
  919-548-2703

W. Ben Atwater, Jr.
P.O. Box 629
Siler City, NC 27344
919-663-2850
benatwater@chathamlawfirm.
com

Jn23,Jn30,Jy7,Jy14,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, having 
qualified on the 10th day of 
June, 2022, as Executor of the 
Estate of BEVERLEE A. Mc -
NEILL aka Beverlee Ann McNeil 
deceased, of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby 
notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against said Estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned on 
or before the 23rd day of Sep-
tember, 2022, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said Estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This 23rd day of June, 2022.
  Lorene Tripp, Executor of the 
Estate of
  Beverlee A. McNeil aka Bever-

lee Ann McNeil
  Julia G. Henry, Esquire
Kennon Craver, PLLC
4011 University Drive, Suite 300
Durham, North Carolina 27707
Jn23,Jn30,Jy7,Jy14,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 316
All persons having claims 
against SANDRA M. ELIXSON, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 23rd day of September, 
2022, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 23rd day of June, 2022.
Jennifer M. Yacobellis, Admin-
istrator
510 Raleigh St.
Fuquay Varina, NC 27526

Jn23,Jn30,Jy7,Jy14,4tp

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF PITTSBORO
The Pittsboro Town Board of 
Commissioners will hold the 
following Public Hearing on 
Monday, June 27, 2022 at 7:00 
PM at the Chatham County Ag-
riculture Center and accessed 
via Zoom to consider the 
following item: 1. COA-2022-
01, Text Amendment to the 
Pittsboro Code of Ordinances: 
Town Staff is requesting text 
amendments to the Pittsboro 
Code of Ordinances including: 
Amend the regulations of Mini-
mum Housing and Nonresiden-
tial Buildings and Structures.  
The purpose of the public 
hearing is to provide interest-
ed parties with an opportunity 
to comment on the request. 
SUBSTANTIAL CHANGES IN 
THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 
MAY BE MADE FOLLOWING 
THE PUBLIC HEARING. The 
meeting will be held in person 
and may be accessed via 
Zoom, a teleconference soft-
ware. Instructions on how to 
join the Zoom Meeting can be 
found on the Town’s website at 
www.pittsboronc.gov. Please 
sign up with the Town Man-
ager, Chris Kennedy by 4:00 
p.m. on June 27, 2022 if you 
wish to participate. If you wish 
to make written comments, 
please send them to the Town 
Manager, Chris Kennedy, PO 
Box 759, Pittsboro, NC 27312 
or via email at ckennedy@
pittsboronc.gov by 4 p.m. on 
June 27, 2022.

Jn23,1tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 220
All persons having claims 

against AMY W. WHITT AKA 
AMY WAGNER WHITT, de-
ceased, late of Chatham Coun-
ty, North Carolina, are notified 
to exhibit the same to the 
undersigned on or before the 
23rd day of September, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to 
make immediate payment. 
This the 23rd day of June, 2022.
Mary White  Clark, Executrix
3847 Airport Rd
Siler City, NC 27344

Jn23,Jn30,Jy7,Jy14,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against 
SANDRA M. WARD, deceased, 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are hereby notified 
to present them to Barbara M. 
LaFevers, Administratrix of the 
Estate of Sandra M. Ward, Es-
tate File Number: 22 E 242, on 
or before September 23, 2022, 
in care of the below Attorney 
at Law at her address, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar 
of recovery. All persons, firms 
and corporations indebted to 
Sandra M. Ward, please make 
immediate payment.
This 23rd day of June, 2022
Lisa K. Vira, Attorney at Law
The Vira Law Firm, P.A.
205 West Main Street, Suite 
207
Carrboro, NC 27510

Jn23,Jn30,Jy7,Jy14,4tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Philippe Jean Schaefer, having 
qualified as the Executor 
of the Estate of RUTH ANN 
SCHAEFER, Deceased, in the 
Office of the Clerk of Superior 
Court of Chatham County on 
February 16, 2022, does hereby 
notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the Estate of said 
decedent to present them to 
the undersigned attorney of 
the Personal Representative on 
or before September 21, 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to said Estate please 
make immediate payment. 
This the 21st day of June, 2022. 
Payments and claims should 
be presented to Austin C. Van-
deveer, 101 Conner Drive, Suite 
402, Chapel Hill, NC 27514.
This Notice is given pursuant 
to the provisions of N.C.G.S. 
28A-14-1.
Austin C. Vandeveer, Attorney 
of Record
101 Conner Drive, Suite 402 
Chapel Hill, N.C. 27514

Jn23,Jn30,Jy7,Jy14,4tc

‘Jurassic Park Dominion’ a loud creature feature that should go extinct
With “Jurassic Park’s” 

wide-eyed sense of  won-
der and 
scien-
tific 
discov-
ery well 
in our 
rear-
view 
mirror, 
“Juras-
sic Park 
Domin-

ion” is a scientific fiction 
film that does not feel too 
far ahead of  our contem-
porary scientific fact. 
Sure, we are not going to 
see dinosaurs roaming 
city streets anytime soon. 
But solemn warnings 
about genetic engineer-
ing and misuse seem trite 
in our own climate-al-
tered, cloned, artificially 
intelligent and post-pan-
demic dominion.

Such is also the case 
with seeing dinosaurs 
on our silver screens. 
Once a technological 
movie marvel, “Jurassic 
World Dominion” further 

consigns every this-rap-
tor and that-asaurus as 
any other movie kaiju 
and cogs in just another 
loud, computer-generated 
creature feature.

“Dominion” is set 
four years after “JW: 
Fallen Kingdom,” when 
the world’s remaining 
dinosaurs were rescued/
rounded-up and then 
released in a fit of  mor-
alistic pique by cloned 
moppet Maise Lockwood 
(Isabella Sermon). As 
a result, dinos now live 
among us, frolicking 

alongside our children, 
nesting atop our sky-
scrapers, and lurking 
beneath our oceans. The 
initial worldbuilding of  
“Dominion” is its most in-
teresting quality. Maltese 
bazaars sell dinosaurs as 
pets and rotisserie dinos 
as food. Farming opera-
tions illegally breed dinos 
like cattle. It is amusing 
when two brontosaurus 
wander into a logging 
operation and even more 
curious to see how to 
coax them out.

The bad guy du jour is 
Lewis Dodgson, CEO of  
genetics conglomerate 
BioSyn (the character 
was portrayed by another 
actor in the original “Ju-
rassic Park”). The compa-

ny has its mits in two sep-
arate plot threads. The 
first involves a swarm of  
giant, genetically altered 
locusts that are devour-
ing any crops not planted 
using BioSyn’s strand of  
seed. Laura Dern’s Ellie 
Sattler drags old pal Alan 
Grant (Sam Neill) out of  
his latest dino dig to fly to 
BioSyn’s remote research 
facility to suss out the 
link between BioSyn 
and humankind’s latest 
self-inflicted biblical 
plague.

Meanwhile, rap-
tor-wrangler Owen 
Grady (Chris Pratt) and 
Claire Dearing (Bryce 
Dallas Howard) are living 
off the grid, playing par-
ents to Maise and Beta, 
the offspring of  Owen’s 
pet raptor Blue. BioSyn’s 

goons abduct Maise and 
Beta because, well, rea-
sons. Reasons that could 
have been (and ultimate-
ly are) achieved by some 
honest conversation rath-
er than kidnapping. Pratt 
and Claire are aided by 
random mercenary Kayla 
Watts (DeWanda Wise), 
who, for some unknow-
able reason, was not cast 
as the adult version of  
Ian Malcolm’s daughter 
from “The Lost World.”

The two Jurassic acting 
worlds eventually collide 
along with innumerable 
CGI concoctions. “Do-
minion” has two redeem-
ing moments. The first is 
a taut scene in which a 
close-up camera follows 
Claire as she crawls 
along the ground into a 
pond, trailed by a giant 

avian Therizinosaurus, 
its long talons dug into 
the muddy bank and 
beak hovering just above 
the submerged prey. 
The other is Goldblum’s 
Dr. Ian Malcolm, who 
has become resigned to 
humankind’s inevitable 
demise and figures he’ll 
make a buck or two off it 
in the meantime. Gold-
blum is the only actor 
who grasps the insanity 
of  it all: when recurring 
geneticist Henry Wu (BD 
Wong) looks for an escape 
from his latest ecologi-
cal calamity, Malcolm 
(with Goldblum’s dis-
tinct cadence) mutters, 
“Uh, nooooo, uhhh, not 
that guy. Uh, it’s always, 
THAT guy.” It is no 
coincidence that the rest 
of  the cast, particularly 
Neill and even Pratt, find 
their funny only once on-
screen with Goldblum.

“Dominion” lands on 
some unearned, unde-
veloped notion of  peace-
ful coexistence, which 
pretty much flies in the 
face of  the “Jurassic” 
saga’s entire premise. A 
saga that, like the dino-
saurs, had its time and 
should now be allowed 
to go extinct.

JURASSIC WORLD DOMINION
GRADE: C –

DIRECTOR: Colin Trevorrow

STARRING: Chris Pratt, Bryce Dallas 
Howard, Laura Dern, Sam Neill, Jeff 
Goldblum, Isabella Sermon, DeWanda 
Wise, Mamoudou Athie and Campbell 
Scott

MPAA RATING: PG-13

RUNNING TIME: 2 hr. 16 min.

THE CN+R REVIEW | NEIL MORRIS

NEIL MORRIS
Film Critic

Courtesy of Universal Pictures

Chris Pratt stars in the new ‘Jurassic Park’ film.
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CCCC gets nearly half a million for regional 
truck driving program equipment

From Central Carolina 
Community College

SANFORD — The 
Golden LEAF Board of  
Directors has award-
ed Central Carolina 
Community College 
$498,924.36 for training 
equipment for a regional 
truck driving and logis-
tics program providing 
Commercial Truck 
Driver and short-term 
logistics courses.

This award is part of  
a collaborative effort by 
Central Carolina, Sand-
hills and Randolph com-
munity colleges, which 
will be using a scaled 
shared-resources model 
to incentivize collabo-
ration. This project will 
serve Chatham, Harnett, 
Hoke, Lee, Moore and 
Randolph counties.

“CCCC is excited to 
be the recipient of  these 
Golden LEAF funds as 
part of  our regional col-
laboration with Sandhills 
and Randolph communi-
ty colleges,” said Mar-
garet Roberton, CCCC’s 
vice president for work-
force development. “This 
is a unique opportunity 
for three community col-
leges to work together to 
ensure that high quality, 
in-demand training is 
available across a wide 
region of  central North 
Carolina. Truck drivers 
are in high demand in 
North Carolina and the 
country and quality 
truck driver training is 
an expensive program 
to operate. CCCC and 
the collaborative appre-
ciates the Golden LEAF 
Board of  Directors for 
this award, which will 
allow the three colleges 
to leverage their partner-
ship and provide access 
to Commercial Driver’s 

License training, sup-
porting the individuals in 
our communities looking 
for great jobs and the 
employers who need a 
skilled workforce.” 

The truck driver train-
ing program provides in-
struction in both theory 
and practice, including 
hands-on behind-the-
wheel operation of  trac-
tor-trailers, preparing 
students to safely operate 
tractor-trailer vehicles on 
the road to and from pick-
up and delivery points. 
Emphasis is placed on 
defensive driving, Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety reg-
ulations, trip planning, 
cargo handling, vehicle 

systems, hours of  service 
and accident preven-
tion. Upon completion, 
students should be able 
to demonstrate the skills 
required for the commer-
cial driver’s license and 
employment.

“Golden LEAF recog-
nizes the importance of  
regional collaboration 
to provide cost-effective 
workforce solutions for 
skills in high demand by 
industry,” said Scott T. 
Hamilton, president and 
CEO of the Golden LEAF 
Foundation. “This effort 
by Central Carolina Com-
munity College, Sandhills 
Community College, and 
Randolph Community Col-

lege will support industry 
by training a minimum of  
60 students for transporta-
tion and logistics creden-
tials per year.”

Scholarships are avail-
able to support students 
wishing to pursue this 
training course.

Those interested in 
this course should go to 
nctruckdriving.com/re-
quest-info and fill out the 
form, or contact Thomas 
“Lantz” Lackey, lead 
instructor of  the Truck 
Driver Training Pro-
gram, at tlackey@cccc.
edu or 919-718-7072.

Learn more about this 
program at nctruckdriv-
ing.com.

Over two decades, 
Golden LEAF has funded 
1,989 projects totaling 
$1.18 billion.

The Golden LEAF 
Foundation is a non-
profit organization 
established in 1999 to 
receive a portion of  
North Carolina’s funding 
from the 1998 Master 
Settlement Agreement 
with cigarette manufac-
turers. Golden LEAF 
has worked for more 
than 20 years to increase 
economic opportunity in 
North Carolina’s rural 
and tobacco-dependent 
communities through 
leadership in grant mak-
ing, collaboration, inno-

vation and stewardship 
as an independent and 
perpetual foundation.

The Foundation has 
provided lasting impact 
to tobacco-dependent, 
economically distressed 
and rural areas of  the 
state by helping create 
66,000 jobs, over half  a 
billion dollars in new 
payrolls and more than 
90,000 workers trained 
or retrained for higher 
wages.

For more information 
on Central Carolina Com-
munity College, which 
is dedicated to providing 
pathways to achievable 
dreams, visit www.cccc.
edu.

CCCC graduate G. William Powell finding 
continued academic success

From Central Carolina 
Community College

SANFORD — G. William 
Powell has graduated from the 
University of  North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill with a Bachelor 
of  Science degree, double-ma-
joring in Information Science 
and History.

Prior to matriculation at 
UNC-Chapel Hill, Powell com-
pleted an Associate in Science 
Degree at Central Carolina 
Community College as part of  
the Career and College Prom-
ise program. He graduated 
from CCCC in May 2019 with 
a 4.0 GPA and as a member of  
the Phi Theta Kappa national 
honor society.

Powell, of  Chatham County, 
recalls his CCCC experience. 

“I really liked my classes 
in Pittsboro (CCCC Chatham 

Main Campus) — it was close 
by, it was not very expensive 
and, most of  all, the math was 
understandable and not with 
a class of  200 other kids,” he 
said. “My older sister had tak-
en community college classes 
instead of  high school, and 
since I had family members 
who knew CCCC, it was noth-
ing new to me.” 

Powell noted that he was 
lucky that his parents had 
college degrees, but they talked 
about how expensive it was 
today at a four-year school and 
just how high the stakes were. 

“My older sister told me 
about a class at UNC that had 
400 people in it, and I can’t 
learn in a class that size, so I 
found out that if  you needed 
to actually learn something 
like calculus or chemistry it 

was better to take it at CCCC, 
where the class only had about 
20 people and you could have 
access to the instructor,” he 
said. 

Powell graduates from UNC 
with Highest Distinction with 
a cumulative grade point aver-
age over 3.8. He is a member of  
the Phi Alpha Theta History 
Honor Society and a member 
of  the Tau Sigma National 
Honor Society. He has been a 
member of  the UNC History 
Department’s Undergraduate 
Studies Committee.

Powell has accepted the 
Asheim Fellowship for grad-
uate study in the School of  
Information Sciences at UNC.

“Understanding history is 
key to understanding the world 
today. A lot of  people don’t 
know why things are the way 

they are, but if  you go back in 
time and study, you usually 
find an answer,” said Powell, 
explaining his majors at UNC. 
“Info sciences is tied into ev-
erything today, so unless your 
research is purely experimen-
tal, you have to know what has 
been studied before and how 
to get that information into a 
form you can use today.” 

CCCC President Dr. Lisa 
M. Chapman noted: “We are 
very proud of  G. William and 
his success during his time 
with us, as well as during his 
time as a UNC undergrad. 
Facilitating transfer success 
for our students is a critical 
component of  our mission, and 
we are pleased to have a strong 
partnership with UNC-Chapel 
Hill as well as other senior 
institutions.”

Powell’s parents are Todd 
and Leisa Powell, and his 
grandparents are L.W. (Bobby) 
and Linda Powell of  Sanford 
and the late Wade and Lorraine 
Ham of  Jefferson. His sister, 
Sydney, is a graduate student 
at Wake Forest University.

What advice does he have for 
someone who may be consider-
ing CCCC?

“People should take as many 
classes as they can at CCCC be-
cause they cost just a fraction 
of  the cost at a four-year school 
… The advising and adminis-
trative people in Pittsboro were 
very helpful,” said Powell.

For more information on 
Central Carolina Community 
College, which is dedicated to 
providing pathways to achiev-
able dreams, visit www.cccc.
edu.

Courtesy of CCCC

Central Carolina Community College, Randolph Community College, and Sandhills Community College have joined efforts to 
offer a regional truck driving and logistics program. Pictured are Sandhills CC President Dr. John R. Dempsey, CCCC President 
Dr. Lisa M. Chapman, and Randolph CC Vice President for Workforce Development & Continuing Education Elbert Lassiter. 
Learn more about this program at nctruckdriving.com.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

866-495-1123

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-
4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 
(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Call today for all the details.

844-903-1784

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the services you’re most 
likely to use –

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
l

l

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/chatham

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum
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Woods Charter selects alumni McNair  
to lead men’s basketball program

BY VICTOR HENSLEY
News + Record Staff

CHAPEL HILL — Five years 
ago, Woods Charter gave him 
his first shot at playing high 
school basketball.

Now, he’s been given the 
keys to the program.

On June 15, Woods Charter 
announced via social media 
that it was tabbing Leonard 
McNair, a 2015 graduate and 
former guard for the Wolves, as 
the men’s basketball program’s 
next head coach.

He takes the reins from Taij 
Cotten, who compiled a 10-57 
record in four seasons as the 
team’s head coach from 2018-22.

“Help us welcome Woods 
Alumni Leonard McNair to our 
Athletics staff as the Varsity 
Men’s Basketball Coach,” the 
Instagram post read. “Leon-
ard has been coaching at the 

college level for the past few 
years, as well. He is bringing 
lots of  experience and passion 
for the game. #WelcomeBack.”

McNair spent three seasons 
as a member of  the Wolves’ 
men’s basketball team from 
2012-15 before heading to 
Greensboro to play for the 
Guilford College Quakers 
during his sophomore and 
junior seasons, from 2016-18.

This is a dream homecom-
ing for McNair, a Pittsboro 
native, who was working as an 
assistant coach for the Cataw-
ba Valley Community College 
(CVCC) Red Hawks in Hickory 
before getting the call from 
Woods Charter in April.

“It’s surreal for me because 
I actually went to Northwood 
High School my freshman year 
(in 2011-12) and then ended 
up transferring to Woods, but 
I didn’t really get a chance 

to play basketball at North-
wood,” McNair told the News 
+ Record. “Woods kind of  gave 
me a chance to grow and play 
(basketball), and I ended up 
going to college to play that 
sport, so I have always kind of  
viewed Woods as the place that 
gave me my first chance.

“To be able to come back and 
show that this is possible, but 
also to have a chance to provide 
that type of  opportunity for 
young men, I was speechless,” 
he added, referencing his first 
phone call with Woods Charter 
athletic director Dena Floyd. “I 
immediately told her I was in-
terested. I just had to figure out 
how to make relocation work.”

From competitor to coach
Becoming a basketball coach 

wasn’t always in the cards for 

Submitted photo

Leonard McNair (center) speaks to two Page players during 
his time as an assistant coach for the Pirates’ varsity men’s 
basketball team — and head coach of the J.V. team — from 
2019-21. See MCNAIR, page B2

Adam Sandler’s ‘Hustle’ is one of the greatest 
basketball movies ever made. Period. 

I’m not a movie guy. Plain 
and simple.

The past 
two years 
alone, I’d 
estimate I’ve 
might’ve seen 
a total of, say, 
18 movies 
released in 
2021 and 
2022. That 
averages out 
to a little less 

than one per month, far fewer 
than your average Joe with a 
Netflix subscription.

Because of  that, I’m not 
usually one to impersonate a 
film critic — we typically leave 
the film discussion to our film 
critic Neil Morris, who has 
a brutally honest review of  
“Jurassic World: Dominion” 
in this week’s N+R — because 
I, frankly, don’t watch nearly 
enough movies to have a base-
line of  what separates good 

filmmaking from bad film-
making, besides the glaringly 
obvious examples of  each.

And, despite me being a 
self-proclaimed sports junkie, 
I can’t say that many sports 
movies — of  the ones I’ve 
seen — have really been able to 

captivate me. Though there are 
notable exceptions.

I enjoyed watching “The 
Blind Side” with my family in 
theaters when I was 11 years 
old and I’ll always be a sucker 
for classics like “Remember 
the Titans,” “Coach Carter,” 

or “Love & Basketball,” but for 
the most part, I rarely see my-
self  itching to see movies about 
sports — whether they’re en-
tirely fictional tales of  heroism 
or rooted-in-truth biopics like 
the recent films about former 
NFL quarterback Kurt Warner 
or former NFL head coach 
Sean Payton.

However, over the weekend, 
I found myself  enthralled with 
Netflix’s newest sports flick, 
“Hustle.” And I’ve just got to 
talk about it.

“Hustle,” released on the 
streaming platform on June 8, 
is a film directed by Jeremiah 
Zagar and produced by Adam 
Sandler (the film’s main pro-
tagonist) and NBA superstar 
LeBron James.

The premise is this: Long-
time NBA scout Stanley 
Sugarman (played by Sandler), 
who works for the Philadelphia 
76ers, has been tasked with 
finding the next great overseas 

“unicorn” to put the Sixers 
into championship contention. 
After dozens of  flights around 
the world, and more basketball 
than any of  us could stomach, 
a lucky turn of  events finds 
Sugarman at a court on the 
streets of  Mallorca, Spain, 
where he meets — and essen-
tially stalks — Bo Cruz (played 
by Utah Jazz power forward 
Juancho Hernangómez) who 
turns out to be just the guy 
Sugarman’s been waiting for.

It’s a heartwarming sports 
drama about two men striving 
to prove everyone wrong and 
achieve their dreams — one’s 
dream of  becoming an NBA 
player and the other’s of  being 
an assistant coach.

What makes “Hustle” great, 
in my opinion, is not just San-
dler’s down-to-earth perfor-
mance as Sugarman, but the 
sheer number of  NBA players 

VICTOR 
HENSLEY
Sports Editor

See HUSTLE, page B2

Hometown Charger Davis Palermo 
reflects on ‘incredible’ UNC baseball 

season, potential MLB future
BY MAX BAKER

News + Record Staff

CHAPEL HILL — One year 
ago, UNC relief  pitcher Davis 
Palermo was called upon just 
once during the Tar Heels 
short postseason run that 
ended in Regional play. 

His earned run average 
finished at 6.88 with 17 walks 
in 17 appearances as North 
Carolina hovered around .500 
on the season. Then, some-
thing clicked for the third-year 
freshman near the tail end 
of  the season. He started to 
command his fastball and off-
speed pitches, but it was more 
than that. His confidence had 
changed. 

“I realized that I was good 
and that my stuff did play,” 
Palermo said. “You just have 
to go out there and believe in 
yourself.”

Now, the 2018 Northwood 
graduate is one of  the top 
relievers not only at UNC, but 
in the nation. He finished with 
a 2.72 ERA with 74 strikeouts 
in 58 1/3 innings pitched this 
past season. That was enough 
to earn him third-team All 
American honors from Perfect 
Game USA. 

“You really try not to think 

about (the accolades),” Pal-
ermo said. “You think about 
how can I help my team win. 
It’s always cool to see hard 
work pay off. But the personal 
accolades come with team suc-
cess. There’s no way I would 
even be considered for these if  
I didn’t have a great group of  
teammates and a great pitch-

ing coach, a great catcher and 
great people around me.”

Palermo was a late bloom-
er in high school, as well. It 
wasn’t until his junior year in 
2017 that he began to get looks 
at the next level. It was before 
then, however, that his high 
school coach, Thomas Parks, 
knew he was special. 

In a battle of  conference 
foes in 2016, Parks turned to 
Palermo to face an Orange 
High School team that started 
Bryse Wilson, now a reliev-
er in the Pittsburgh Pirates 
organization. Palermo threw 
a two-hit shutout into the fifth 
inning and was pulled with a 
1-0 lead. But after he left the 

game, six of  the next seven 
Orange hitters reached base 
and two came around to score 
as the Panthers defeated the 
Chargers, 2-1. 

“That’s the first time that I 
thought this kid might have 
something,” Parks said. “He 
went toe-to-toe with Bryse,” 
Parks said. “That just showed 
his competitiveness at an early 
age and it was very cool to see. 
… He didn’t have the velocity 
that Bryse had at the time. … 
All the scouts were there to see 
Bryse. They put their radar 
guns up when Bryse was on 
the mound. Looking back on 
it now, they had something 
right in front of  them that was 
really good.”

During his sophomore and 
junior years, Palermo be-
came one of  Northwood’s top 
starters. In both the team’s two 
postseason losses, he didn’t 
pitch because he had thrown 
in the game before. Parks tried 
a different approach for his 
senior campaign, opting to 
mainly use Palermo out of  the 
bullpen.

“I was looking at it as (a 
way) to go and win every game 
for me this year,” Parks said. 

See PALERMO, page B2

‘I WAS SPEECHLESS’

Photo by Anthony Sorbellini

UNC relief pitcher Davis Palermo (38) lets out an emotional celebration after closing out 
the Tar Heels’ 7-3 win over VCU in the NCAA Chapel Hill Regional on June 6 to advance to 
the Super Regional.

Photo by Scott Yamano/Netflix

NBA power forward Juancho Hernangomez (left) and Adam 
Sandler team up as a player-scout duo in Netflix’s 2022 film 
“Hustle.”
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who fill out the film’s 
cast.

Unlike some movies 
that have Hollywood 
actors attempting to 
portray the lives of  either 
amateur or professional 
athletes, “Hustle” fills 
those roles with actual 
players and coaches, giv-
ing them a chance to play 
themselves — or fictional 
characters — on the big 
screen.

And, most of  the time, 
they knock it out of  the 
park.

Hernangómez is un-
doubtedly masterful as 
the big-hearted, misun-
derstood Cruz, giving 
us an insight into what 
foreign-born players 
often have to go through 
as they transition into the 
chaotic world of  prepar-
ing for the NBA.

One of  the film’s 
primary antagonists, 
Kermit Wilts, is played by 
Minnesota Timberwolves 
shooting guard Anthony 
Edwards, and he abso-
lutely nailed it, towing 
the line between hilari-
ous and punchable every 
time he appeared on 
screen as Cruz’s “rival.”

Kenny Smith, former 
NBA star and UNC 
legend, played Leon Rich, 
this film’s version of  an 
NBA superagent, and, 
just like Hernangómez 
and Edwards, he did his 
thing in his first-ever act-
ing role as someone other 
than himself.

Throughout the movie, 
I found myself  waiting 
for every change of  
scenery just so I could 
pick out all of  the recog-
nizable NBA faces. And 
there are surely a ton.

Sixers forwards Tobias 
Harris and Matisse Thy-
bulle, Dallas Mavericks 

guard Luka Don�i� and 
center Boban Mar-
janovic, Atlanta Hawks 
guard Trae Young, Miami 
Heat guard Kyle Low-
ry, Milwaukee Bucks 
forward Khris Middleton, 
Orando Magic forward 
Mo Wagner, NBA greats 
Dirk Nowitzki and Julius 
“Dr. J” Erving, all make 
appearances, among a 
plethora of  others.

Not only did the movie 
feature prominent past 
and current NBA players, 
coaches (like Sixers head 
coach Doc Rivers) and 
executives (like Boston 
Celtics president of  bas-
ketball operations Brad 
Stevens), but also gave 
some shine to famous 
streetballers, including 
Grayson “The Professor” 
Boucher — a former 
AND1 hooper with the 
baddest handles on the 
planet — who plays 
Cruz’s dribbling tutor.

Essentially, “Hustle” 

is a movie for basketball 
fans that does it right. Its 
cameos aren’t there for 
cheap “look it’s [insert 
any NBA player here]!” 
moments. In fact, exec-
utive producer LeBron 
James is notably absent 
from the film. Instead, 
“Hustle” seems to have 
handpicked most of  the 
NBA cameos with the 
quality of  the selected 
roles in mind, making it 
feel much more authentic 
rather than an NBA-
themed cash grab.

For me, the film’s 1 
hour, 58-minute runtime 
flew by as I enjoyed being 
sucked into a world of  
hoops that, despite the 
critique on the NBA’s 
drama-and-clique-filled 
culture, felt like a love 
letter to the game.

I can’t speak for all of  
the critics out there — 
though the film’s 92% 
score on Rotten Tomatoes 
speaks for itself  — but 

to me, “Hustle” isn’t just 
one of  the best basketball 
movies I’ve ever seen, but 
one of  the best basketball 
movies ever made.

If  you haven’t seen it, 

do it. You won’t regret it.

Reporter Victor Hensley 
can be reached at vhens-
ley@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @Frezeal33.  

HUSTLE
Continued from page B1

McNair.
Far from it, actually.
When he was a teenager, 

McNair said he often watched 
basketball games on TV and was 
puzzled about why head coaches 
existed in the first place.

“The funniest part about 
this whole thing for me is that 
I used to always say, ‘I don’t 
even know why the coaches 
are there,’ especially at the 
NBA level,” McNair said with 
a laugh. “I felt like those guys 
had been playing forever, and 
they get paid millions, so why 
do they need a coach?”

That is, until he met John 
Berry, the head men’s basket-
ball coach at Woods Charter.

Berry coached the Wolves 
for nine seasons from 2008-17, 
including McNair’s three-year 
stint as a player.

McNair said that Berry — 
along with his college coaches, 
including Guilford’s longtime 
head coach Tom Palombo, 
among others — made him see 
the position differently, most 
importantly because of  “the 
way you can really impact 
young men’s lives.”

At Guilford, McNair spent 
his freshman season playing 
on the school’s J.V. team, then 
started his sophomore year in 
the same spot, a position he 
described as “really frustrat-
ing.” But during that sopho-
more season, he said that Marc 
Slade, one of  the Quakers’ 
assistant coaches, “took me 
under his wing and showed me 
little pieces and nuggets that I 
could do to be called up.”

Not long after, McNair was 
elevated to the Quakers’ var-
sity squad, which went on to 
win the Old Dominion Athletic 
Conference (ODAC) title for the 
third time in program history 
and make a run to the second 
round of  the NCAA Division III 
Tournament.

In his junior season, the 
Quakers fell in the ODAC quar-
terfinals to Washington and 
Lee in what would be McNair’s 
final game as a player. After 
that, he said lingering ankle 
and knee injuries forced him 
to forfeit his role on the team, 
prompting him to become 
Guilford’s student coach for his 
senior year, a pivotal moment 
for his coaching future.

“First of  all, I had just been 
teammates with these guys 
(the year before), so even 
the fact that they trusted me 
to lead them, I thought that 
was tremendous. … It was 
a real natural transition,” 

McNair said of  his time spent 
student-coaching. “It was a 
great year because I finally 
got a chance to sit in coaches 
meetings, going through film 
and developing game plans, 
and I really got to improve my 
knowledge of  the game from 
that perspective. And I just fell 
in love with it.”

After graduating from Guil-
ford with a degree in Business 
Administration  in 2019, Mc-
Nair wasn’t sold on becoming 
a coach just yet, but instead 
focused on his own company, 
Tranquil Ambitions LLC., 
which is he started in 2018 and 
is described as “a basketball 
marketing company aimed at 
connecting basketball players 
with opportunities to advance 
through scholarship or profes-
sional opportunities through 
film sharing and exposure,” 
according to CVCC’s website.

However, when he was at an 
event for Tranquil Ambitions 
in 2019, Evan Fancourt — the 
then-newly hired head coach 
at Page High School in Greens-
boro — introduced himself  
after the game and almost im-
mediately offered McNair a spot 
at Page as an assistant coach, 
which he ultimately accepted.

McNair spent two seasons at 
Page as not only an assistant to 
Fancourt, but also the Pirates’  
head J.V. men’s basketball 
coach, an experience that con-
vinced him that coaching was 
his calling.

“Obviously being on J.V., a 
lot of  guys get discouraged,” 
McNair said, “so once I told 
them all of  the things that I’d 
been through with the game, 
they were just able to gravitate 
toward the idea of, ‘if  we put in 
the work, we can still achieve 
our dreams.’ … I’m just very 
grateful for the work those 
guys put in.”

Then, this past season, Mc-
Nair acted as an assistant coach 
to longtime CVCC head coach 
Bryan Garmroth, where he 
helped lead the Red Hawks to a 
19-12 record and an appearance 
in the Region 10 semifinals.

Despite being out of  college 
for just three years, McNair 
said his experience at both 
the high school and collegiate 
levels has helped him develop a 
coaching style centered around 
high-intensity defense.

“Thus far, I’ve primarily 
been a really intense, defen-
sive-minded coach,” McNair 
said, “just trying to overwhelm 
you with a lot of  bodies and a 
lot of  arms.”

Hometown hero
It’s been over a decade since 

Woods Charter has had a com-

petitive men’s basketball team, 
with the last season above .500 
coming in 2011-12, when the 
Wolves went 6-6 under Berry.

Since then, the Wolves have 
posted a combined record 
of  38-148 (.204) in 10 seasons, 
never surpassing seven wins in 
a single season.

But located just outside of  
Pittsboro, a town rich with 
basketball talent — as seen by 
the success of  both Northwood 
and Seaforth, along with Divi-
sion I scouts eyeing a handful 
of  players in the area — Mc-
Nair said he’s striving to give 
a passionate Wolves fan base, 
and the players themselves, a 
reason to be hopeful.

“When you’ve had years of  
not a lot of  success, you start 
to get discouraged and your 
motivation of  what can come 
from this starts to deteriorate, 
so I think it’s about rebuilding 
that belief  system within the 
program,” McNair said. “It all 
starts in the gym. We’ve just 
got to put in a lot of  time to 
catch up on that gap that we’re 
looking to deal with. From 
there, I want to introduce a lot 
more film — I know we were 
watching film a little when I 
was playing there, I’m not sure 
how much they have since 
— so I think that’ll be a big 
implementation.”

McNair said that forming 
relationships and bonds with 
players is one of  the most im-
portant steps for a new coach 

to take, which he believes will 
be aided by him having grad-
uated from Woods less than a 
decade ago.

“A lot of  these players are 
already telling me that they 
used to watch me when I was 
a senior and they were in the 
elementary school (at Woods),” 
he said. “I’ve always been big 
on building relationships and 
building trust, and I think it’s 
going to be extremely natural 
with these guys.”

Having already interacted 
with the team after a few open 
gyms he’s been able to attend, 
McNair sounded thrilled about 
the potential he sees from the 
Wolves, including their ability 
to spread the floor and shoot 
from the perimeter more than 
his teams usually can.

With a roster like the 
Wolves’, and plenty of  time to 
implement his system to play 
to its strengths, the possibili-
ties are endless.

Over the years, Woods Char-
ter has had a long track record 
of  former players coming back 
to act as assistants, head coach-
es or volunteers, regardless 
of  the sport. McNair credited 
one major reason for that: the 
community.

“A story that so many people 
share is about Woods is that it 
was a place that kind of  served 
as a believer in you. A lot of  
kids come into Woods, whether 
they’re having issues fitting in 
or finding their niche at other 

schools, and come there and 
just fall in love with the fact 
that everybody’s treated well. 
… The support is tremendous.

“Something that speaks vol-
umes to this is that, recently, 
Woods has kind of  struggled, 
at least from the basketball 
perspective, but the gym is 
always packed,” he added. “It’s 
just that support. It’s the belief  
that, regardless of  what you do, 
regardless of  what happens, 
Woods is always going to be 
there for you.”

Reporter Victor Hensley can be 
reached at vhensley@cha-
thamnr.com or on Twitter at @
Frezeal33.  

“I was trying to maximize 
what (he could) do.” 

Growing up less 
than 15 minutes from 
UNC-Chapel Hill’s cam-
pus, Palermo attended 
Tar Heel baseball games 
often and most vividly 
remembers the 2007 
team that went 57-16 
and secured a berth to 
the College World Series 
behind future MLB stars 
Dustin Ackley and Kyle 
Seager. 

So when Palermo 
received an offer to play 
for his dream school, he 
didn’t hesitate. 

“UNC was always 

where I wanted to go, 
always where I wanted to 
be,” he said. “I grew up a 
die-hard Tar Heels fan in 
every sport. As soon as 

they offered me, it was a 
pretty easy decision.”

In his first two years 
on campus, he saw little 
action. He redshirted his 

first year and COVID-19 
halted college baseball’s 
season shortly after it 
began. But after finishing 
last year strong, Palermo 
joined the Holly Springs 
Salamanders, a Coastal 
Plain League summer ball 
team. In 15 innings, he 
struck out 25 batters and 
allowed six earned runs. 

That success trans-
lated onto the field for 
North Carolina in this 
past spring. His fastball 
jumped from 91-94 to 94-
97 miles per hour and he 
added a slider to his pitch 
arsenal as he became one 
of  the go-to pitchers out 
of  the bullpen. 

As a team, UNC 
struggled early on. After 
getting swept by Virginia 

from April 22-24, the Tar 
Heels were well below the 
.500 mark in ACC play, 
but they won 14 of  their 
last 16 games — including 
the ACC Tournament 
title in a 9-5 win over N.C. 
State, which Palermo 
closed out with just a sin-
gle pitch — before being 
bounced in Super Region-
al play by Arkansas. 

“We have to be proud 
of  ourselves and what we 
accomplished,” Paler-
mo said. “It was pretty 
incredible what we were 
able to do. Beyond that, 
the closeness and culture 
is in an unbelievable spot. 
This year definitely set us 
up well moving forward.”

Not only is UNC set 
up nicely for the future, 

so is Palermo. With the 
MLB Draft set to take 
place from July 17-19, he 
has been in communica-
tion with teams across 
the league, but hasn’t 
made a decision on his 
future. 

“I think he’s in a really 
great situation,” Parks 
said. “I’d have to be really 
excited if  I were him 
right now. He showed 
some stuff this year that 
people didn’t know he 
had in him. ... How much 
he grew over the last 
year, it’s crazy to think 
he could grow that much 
more in a year.”

Max Baker can be reached 
at max@chathamnr.com 
and @maxbaker_15.

PALERMO
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Submitted photo

Leonard McNair, then the 
J.V. men’s basketball head 
coach at Page High School, 
coaches from the sideline 
during a game against 
the Ragsdale Tigers in 
Jamestown. 

Submitted photo

Leonard McNair attempts a behind-the-back pass during his 
time as a player with Woods Charter, where he played for 
the Wolves from 2012-15.

Submitted photo

Guilford guard Leonard 
McNair (in white) defends 
Huntingdon’s Bryant Reid 
during a blowout win for the 
Quakers, 90-63, in 2017.

Photo by Joe Bray

UNC reliever and Northwood graduate Davis 
Palermo readies himself to throw a pitch in the 
Tar Heels’ 6-5 win over Georgia in the NCAA 
Chapel Hill Super Regional on June 5.

Hours: Mon.–Fri. 11am–5pm and Saturday 10am–4pm,  Closed Sun.
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Siler City’s 14U Jets near registration capacity limit 
as inaugural season inches closer

BY VICTOR HENSLEY
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — According to 
our calendars, it’s only June. 
But football is already the talk 
of  the town.

Registration opened for Siler 
City’s newest youth football 
team — the 14U Siler City 
Jets — in early May and there 
are already close to two dozen 
families interested in signing 
up, said Ryan Johnson, the 
co-founder of  the 14U Jets and 
head coach of  the Jordan-Mat-
thews High School football 
team.

“We’re in the process of  
getting people to buy in and 
sign up,” Johnson said. “Right 
now, we’re at about 20 peo-
ple that we’re assisting with 
registration. We’re trying to 
blast as much information as 
possible.”

The 14U Jets team is Siler 
City’s freshest attempt at a 
middle school football pro-
gram, something the town 
— and much of  Chatham 
County — has been lacking 
for years with Chatham 
County Schools continuing 
to not offer football as one of  
its many middle-school-sanc-
tioned sports.

The team will be coached by 
Chris Graves, a teacher and 
multi-sport coach at Chatham 
Middle School in Siler City.

“He coaches the basket-
ball team, baseball team and 
pretty much everything over 
there,” Johnson said with 
a laugh. “All the kids know 
him, so it’s a no-brainer. … 
He’s a football guy and a com-
munity guy, so he’s going to 
head it up.”

With registration having 
been open for a little over a 
month, Johnson said he’s 
blown away by the number of  
applicants in such a short time, 
especially with the team cap-
ping sign-ups at 28 players. But 
he isn’t necessarily shocked 
and hopes that those numbers 
can be sustained for the team’s 
first few seasons.

“Registration is (typically) 
a little bit higher when you’re 
doing new things,” he said. 
“The front end of  the first cou-

ple of  years is a little bit higher 
… so I think if  those numbers 
go ahead and finalize their 
commitment, and we add a few 
more, things are (looking up) 
for years to come.”

Naming similarities aside, 
the 14U Jets have no affiliation 
with the Siler City Jets teams 
operated by Siler City Parks 
and Recreation — with three 
age groups: 8U, 10U and 12U 
— but instead are under the 
umbrella of  the East Chatham 
Chargers, a football organiza-
tion in Pittsboro.

However, Johnson said that 
won’t be the case for long.

“After this year’s over, the 
East Chatham Chargers have 
agreed to take over (Siler 
City Parks and Rec’s football 
league), so we’ll all be under 
the same umbrella, same 
scheme and same coaches,” 
Johnson announced. “It’s a big 
deal. I think it’s really coming 
together. It’s a process that 
hasn’t happened over night, 
but we’ve done some things in 
the community.”

The Jets will play alongside 
the Chargers in the East Wake 
Football League, a league 
founded in 1968 that’s only re-
cently adopted a 14U At-Large 
division, and home games will 
be played at Jordan-Matthews 
on Saturdays throughout the 
fall.

Much of  Johnson’s work 
in the community focuses on 
giving football players in Siler 
City a seamless transition 
between age groups, from 
elementary to middle to high 
school.

As part of  that effort, 
Johnson led a Feeder Coaches 
Clinic in the Jordan-Matthews 
cafeteria back on June 4, where 
he got most of  the area’s youth 
and middle school football 
coaches in the same room to 
“bridge the gap with our feeder 
programs,” the event’s flyer 
said.

At the clinic, he and other 
J-M coaches went over presen-
tations about all three phases 
of  the game — offense, defense 
and special teams — and dis-
cussed base plays and strat-
egies, along with taking any 
questions from the attendees.

“The coaches that attended 
walked away with our resourc-
es and had a fluid understand-
ing of  our base terminology 
and everything,” Johnson said. 
“It was a great day because 
it really gave us a chance to 
sit down with our standard at 
Jordan-Matthews to make sure 
we’re on the same page across 
the board.”

Johnson’s work to grow 
the game within Siler 
City’s youth will continue 
on Monday, June 27, when 
Jordan-Matthews hosts its 
Future Jets Youth Football 
Camp at Phil E. Senter Stadi-
um on J-M’s campus.

The camp, which runs 
from June 27-30 for rising 1st 
through 9th graders, will fea-
ture a collection of  volunteers 
ranging from J-M alumni with 
NFL ties — including George 
Edwards, the current senior 
defensive assistant for the 
Dallas Cowboys — to college 
players from schools like 
Barton, Wake Forest and UNC, 
along with current players and 
coaches. He’s still working to 
confirm all of  the special guest 
appearances, but he’s certain 
that attendees won’t be disap-
pointed.

“I’m definitely looking 
forward to a fun time,” John-

son said of  the camp. “They 
will walk away with skill-set 
improvement. We’re going to 
focus a lot on fundamentals 
and we’ll also have fun with 
some activities, some games, 
some challenges. We’ll teach 
those guys what we’re deal-
ing with in terms of  our base 
routes, base runs, defensive 
techniques, those types of  
things. We really want them 
to just come in and see our 
facilities and coaches and meet 
people who have gone on to be 

successful. They’ll get better 
over the course of  the week.”

To register for Jordan-Mat-
thews’ youth football camp, 
or any of  the school’s other 
summer camps, visit https://
bit.ly/3xc88Tz

To sign up for the 14U Siler 
City Jets, visit www.eccharg-
ers.org to create an account.

Reporter Victor Hensley can be 
reached at vhensley@cha-
thamnr.com or on Twitter at @
Frezeal33.  

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Led by senior quarterback Xavier Woods (7), the Jordan-Matthews’ football team runs onto 
the field ahead of their 56-6 loss to Randleman on March 12, 2021. The new Siler City 14U 
Jets will act as a feeder program for J-M.

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

The Jordan-Matthews football team huddles up during a 
summer practice. The 14U Siler City Jets will have much of 
the same branding as J-M.
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Third time’s the charm: Hispanic Heritage 
Fiesta set to return on Sept. 17

BY VICTORIA 
JOHNSON

News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — After 
two years of  pandem-
ic-related cancellations, 
the Hispanic Heritage 
Fiesta is set to finally 
return — the first time 
since 2018 — to Siler City 
on Saturday, Sept. 17.

It’s a situation the 
Hispanic Liaison, the 
Fiesta’s primary organiz-
ers, has been approach-
ing “with great enthu-
siasm,” according to 
Executive Director Ilana 
Dubester — especially 
with COVID-19 firmly in 
the rearview mirror. 

“We really feel that 
we’re gonna do this 
again, and I don’t want to 
jinx it, but I don’t believe 
we’re going to go into 
lockdown in September,” 
Dubester told the News 
+ Record. “So, bar the 
lockdown, yes, it’s hap-
pening.”

Fiesta had original-
ly been set to return 
last September — and 
would have if  a summer 
COVID-19 surge hadn’t 
prompted the Liaison to 
postpone it. The pan-
demic also prevented the 
town from celebrating Fi-
esta in 2020, and in 2019, 
the Liaison hosted an 
alternative anniversary 
celebration in its place.

As in years past, this 
year’s celebration will 
take place from noon 
to 6 p.m. in front of  the 
Liaison’s office in down-
town Siler City — and as 
of  right now, no masks 
necessary.

“Of course, we will 
have masks available, so 
anybody’s welcome to 
wear one, if  they would 
like. You still see them of  
course, and I still in some 
public spaces do wear 
a mask, but as of  now 
we’re going to follow CDC 
with recommendations,” 
Dubester said. “If  masks 
become in vogue again in 
September, then we’ll ask 
people to wear masks, 
but otherwise it will be 
optional.” 

The Hispanic Heritage 
Fiesta is a large outdoor 
festival that the Hispan-

ic Liaison, community 
members and other 
organizations throw each 
year to celebrate Hispan-
ic Heritage Month, which 
begins on Sept. 15. It’s a 
free, half-day event which 
usually takes place on a 
Saturday afternoon.

There, Fiesta-goers 
usually find a little bit 
of  everything. Hispanic 
bands and dance groups 
perform, while food 
vendors sell a variety of  
traditional dishes from 
various Latin American 
countries. Some com-
munity members arrive 
dressed in traditional 
outfits from their home 
countries to participate 
in a traditional outfit pa-
rade. Dozens of  nonprof-
its and local businesses, 
including the Liaison, 
also use the opportunity 
to set up outreach tables 
and hand out information 
about their services.

All of  that and more 
will be returning this 
year, Dubester said, in-
cluding “more activities 
than we’ve had before for 
children.” Traditionally, 
Fiesta offers a separate 
area for children called 
Niñolandia offering kids’ 
arts, crafts and games. 
This year, Fiesta plan-
ners may have something 
extra in store for teenag-
ers.

“Our youth are think-
ing of  organizing an area 
for teens, versus just stuff 
for little children. Of  
course, but they’ll also be 

helping throughout Fies-
ta in a different aspect,” 
Dubester said. “ … We’ve 
just been brainstorming 
ideas about having a sep-
arate area where older 
children or teenagers 
— or not a semi-separate 
area, but activities specif-
ically for them, so that’s 
the idea.”

The Fiesta will also 
host another health fair 
offering booths manned 
by health service provid-
ers as well as COVID-19 
vaccinations, which 
Piedmont Health Ser-
vices has already agreed 
to administer. Some 
confirmed providers as of  
now include the Chatham 
County Public Health 
Department, El Futuro 
and Healthy Blue NC.

“Hopefully, we’ll also 
be able to do vaccination 
for little kids,” Dubester 
said, “so we’ll just have 
to see if  PHS is able to do 
that for babies, and if  not, 
we’ll find another provid-
er, but you know, the plan 
is for PHS to host the 
vaccine.”

The Fiesta will also 
host a raffle, for which 
the Liaison’s still gath-
ering prizes. Two dance 
groups have confirmed 
they’ll perform during 
the festival as well, 
Dubester said, and she’s 
working on looping in Ra-
leigh-based Danza Azteca 
Tonantzin, which per-
formed during the 2018 
Hispanic Heritage Fiesta. 
Organizers have yet to 

finalize which bands will 
play or which artist the 
N.C. Arts Incubator will 
host.

“We’re pulling together 
all the other details of  
stage and programming 
and logistics and every-
thing else,” Dubester said. 
“ … So, this is like the re-
cruitment phase: recruit-
ing vendors, recruiting 
arts and crafts, recruiting 
food vendors, bands.”

What’s more, this 
year’s Fiesta will see an 
encore — literally. 

The Chatham Rabbit 
has been playing host 
to the 2022 Siler City 
Downtown Music Series 
since April on every third 
Saturday from 6 to 8 p.m. 
In honor of Hispanic Heri-
tage Month, the series will 
bring in Latin trio Saludos 
Compay, whose playlist 
features traditional, con-
temporary and original 
music from Latin America 
and the Caribbean.

“So it’s going to be a 
kind of  continuation of  
Fiesta as we’re wrap-
ping up and packing, the 
band’s going to start at 
6,” Dubester said, though 
the performance won’t be 
part of  the event itself. 

“But we’ll advertise 

that during our event 
and hope people will 
stay and enjoy another 
band in the evening,” 
she added. “If  that works 
great, we might contin-
ue to do that. We’ll see 
how it goes this year in 
terms of  that — having 
streets still blocked and 
things like that until 8 
p.m. or something, until 
we finish packing up, but 
I know we’ll be enjoying 
the music as we pack up.”

Behind all the planning 
this year, as in years past, 
lies a Fiesta organizing 
committee made up 
primarily of  community 
members. Around 80 to 
100 volunteers typically 
participate in the event 
and in the event’s plan-
ning, along with other 
community members and 
organizations. 

The committee held its 
first meeting on June 9 
at the Alliance in down-
town Siler City and saw a 
“great turnout,” accord-
ing to Dubester. Besides 
the Liaison’s staff, about 
17 community members 
joined.

“We always have some 
committee members that 
have attended or partic-
ipated as volunteers and 

new ones, so we’re decid-
ed to also have parents 
and youth from Seaforth 
High School join this 
year, which is awesome,” 
she said. “[There were] 
some folks that helped or-
ganize Fiesta before and 
others that haven’t.” 

The Fiesta organiz-
ing committee plans to 
meet at 5:30 p.m. every 
other Thursday at the 
Alliance. Meetings are 
held in Spanish, but staff 
may offer simultaneous 
interpretation for English 
speakers who wish to 
participate. 

If  community members 
can’t make the meeting 
but want to participate 
in Fiesta preparations, 
the Liaison also has them 
covered.

“There’ll be a ton of  
volunteers involved in 
different ways, not just 
the volunteer commit-
tee … we’ll be recruit-
ing all kinds of  people 
throughout that maybe 
can’t come to meetings, 
but will help us prepare 
decorations, will help 
us the day of  the event, 
which I only have like 60 
volunteers,” Dubester 
said. “So there’s lots of  
also volunteer opportu-
nity.” 

To get involved, call the 
Liaison’s office at 919-742-
1448 and let staff know 
you want to help with 
Fiesta planning or vol-
unteer at the event. The 
volunteer sign-up sheet 
will go up shortly on the 
Liaison’s website. 

Likewise, business-
es, vendors, nonprofits 
and agencies seeking a 
presence at Fiesta can 
register online or by 
phone until July 29. Visit 
https://bit.ly/3NaXAtO 
to apply or to find more 
information.

Reporter Victoria John-
son can be reached at 
victoria@chathamnr.com.

Celebrating 103 years
Mae Glover, 
who turned 
103 years old 
on Thursday, 
celebrates 
her birthday 
surrounded 
by friends 
and family on 
Saturday at 
the Western 
Chatham 
Senior Center. 
Decorations 
were hung in 
the recreation 
room and 
people were 
welcomed to 
enjoy a light 
lunch during 
the festivities.

Staff photo by 
Tanner Bubeck

Submitted photo

The Hispanic Liaison’s Hispanic Heritage Fiesta organizing committee, comprised mostly of 
community members, met for the first time on June 9 at the Alliance to begin planning this year’s 
Fiesta, which will be held on Sept. 17 in downtown Siler City.

Staff photo by Tanner Bubeck

A birthday cake celebrating Mae Glover’s 103rd birthday sits on a table next 
to a lunch spread during Glover’s birthday celebration on Saturday at the 
Western Chatham Senior Center.
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Siler City Immigrant Advisory Committee to start 
planning for Faith ID program

BY VICTORIA 
JOHNSON

News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — The 
town’s Immigrant 
Community Advisory 
Committee resolved to 
kickstart planning for 
a possible Siler City 
FaithAction ID program 
during its monthly meet-
ing last Tuesday.

Such a step, as chair-
person Hannia Benitez 
and vice chairperson 
Norma Hernandez told 
committee members, 
would help the group 
prepare for a report that 
members plan to present 
to the Siler City Board 
of  Commissioners in 
November. 

This report will offer 
recommendations for 
how the town should im-
plement its 2019 Building 
Integrated Communi-
ties (BIC) action plan, 
which provides specific 
suggestions about what 
Siler City can do to better 
serve and integrate immi-
grants into the commu-
nity. 

“We are coming out of  
the phase of  measuring 
and evaluating what 
we’ve done,” Hernan-
dez said. “ … We’ve all 
reported back what we’ve 
been finding, and so what 
[she and Benitez] did 
was, we sat down, and we 
looked at all the infor-
mation and we’re trying 
to plan on what makes 

sense moving forward as 
far as determining what 
goals we can accomplish 
short term and how to 
implement a plan for long 
term.”

As part of  that plan-
ning, she said she 
considered it important 
to focus on “actionable” 
items — three of  which 
she and Benitez outlined 
to the committee: appoint 
Hernandez and Benitez 
as the committee’s liai-
sons with the town, have 
members participate in 
Hispanic Heritage Fiesta 
planning efforts, and 
begin drafting a potential 
Siler City FaithAction ID 
program. 

“I think at this point 
halfway through the year, 
we just need to say this 
was a big, big undertak-
ing,” Hernandez said. 
“This is what we have 
so far. This is what we 
can do, and you know, 
for next year, and for the 
next group, this makes 
sense right now.”

The FaithAction ID 
program provides ver-
ifiable identification to 
those who may not have 
access to government-is-
sued IDs. It’s one of  44 
suggested policy items 
in the BIC action plan, 
which advises the town to 
explore adopting in part-
nership with the Siler 
City Police Department, 
the Hispanic Liaison and 
St. Julia Catholic Church. 

“Many immigrants 

currently do not have an 
ID or state identification, 
and the reason for this is 
because many of  them 
are undocumented, and 
cannot get a state ID, 
because they don’t have 
a Social Security number 
or a valid status in the 
United States,” commit-
tee member and immi-
gration attorney Jisselle 
Perdomo told committee 
members in a previous 
meeting. “So the Faith ID 
program would provide 
these individuals with an 
identification that can be 
recognized by the com-
munity and the police 
department, in terms of  
being an ID that can be 
used to prove identity.”

Perdomo forms part of  
the Immigrant Advisory 
Committee’s Public Safe-
ty and Law Enforcement 
subcommittee, which 
in April engaged Siler 
City Police Chief  Mike 
Wagner in conversations 
exploring the program’s 
viability and implemen-
tation in Siler City. 

After wrapping up the 
BIC process, the town 
had begun to look into 
the Faith ID program 
in partnership with the 
Hispanic Liaison and St. 
Julia Catholic Church. 
In January, the Liaison’s 
executive director, Ilana 
Dubester, told committee 
members that a Faith ID 
sign-up event had been 
scheduled for April 2020 
before COVID-19 forced 

them to cancel it.
The program frame-

work “is ready to go,” 
she had said, once the 
community can gath-
er together again in 
large groups. In March, 
however, Siler City Town 
Clerk Jenifer Johnson 
told members that the 
committee would need to 
“start the conversation 
all over again” since all 
previous planning had 
been done under a pre-
vious town manager and 
police chief.

Benitez suggested that 
two to three members of  
the Immigrant Advisory 
Committee step forward 
to lead that conversation 
— something for which 
Public Safety and Law 
Enforcement subcom-
mittee members Shirley 
Villatoro and Danubio 
Vazquez Rodriguez vol-
unteered. Perdomo didn’t 
attend the meeting.

“That’s [starting that 
conversation] ultimate-
ly what we want to be 
able to do because a lot 
of  the things are going 
to be implemented not 
only from Town of  Siler 
City’s side, and also the 
departments,” Benitez 
said. “ … just taking that 
conversation to make 
sure prior to November, 
this subcommittee makes 
sure that those conversa-
tions have taken place to 
see if  it’s something that 
makes sense to really 
present to the board and 

really pursue with town 
of  Siler City.” 

The Immigrant Adviso-
ry Committee will meet 
again at 6 p.m. on Tues-
day, July 12, on Zoom via 
bit.ly/3JfKave.

In other meeting 
business:

• Benitez and Hernan-
dez also recommended 
that committee members 
participate in volunteer 
and planning efforts for the 
Hispanic Liaison’s Hispan-
ic Heritage Fiesta sched-
uled for Saturday, Sept. 17, 
in downtown Siler City.

Last celebrated in 2018, 
the Fiesta is a large out-
door festival thrown each 
year to celebrate His-
panic cultures and kick 
off Hispanic Heritage 
Month, which begins on 
Sept. 15. Though the Li-
aison takes charge of  the 
event’s overall organiza-
tion, staff engage inter-
ested community mem-
bers in a volunteer Fiesta 
organizing committee, 
which acts as the driving 
force behind most, if  not 
all, Fiesta activities.

“We were recommend-
ing having members of  
the Immigrant Adviso-
ry Committee to help 
volunteer their time in 
planning for Fiesta as 
well, in regards to that,” 
Benitez told committee 
members. “But then 
also, it’s a really great 
opportunity for … (the) 

Town of  Siler City 
departments to really 
be out there — a really, 
really great outreach 
opportunity. Since it’s 
a centralized location, 
a lot of  our community 
members come out here, 
and so it’s just a really 
great way to, you know, 
be in direct contact.” 

To that end, she asked 
that two to three commit-
tee members participate in 
the Fiesta planning com-
mittee, a task for which 
members Shirley Villatoro 
and Danubio Vazquez 
Rodriguez volunteered. 

“I know that histori-
cally, EVH, if  they know 
XYZ folks are here, they 
do make it very inten-
tional for community 
members to know, ‘Hey, 
here’s Norma, Carlos, 
Danubio, Shirley from 
the Immigrant Adviso-
ry Committee that are 
here,’” Benitez said. “So 
that would be another 
ask for committee mem-
bers — to save the date 
for Sept. 17 so that y’all 
can be there.” 

• Siler City Police 
Chief  Mike Wagner 
shared several equity-fo-
cused updates with the 
committee last Tuesday, 
including a new recruit-
ing program and diverse 
new hires.

“In order to remain 
competitive in the law 
enforcement commu-
nity, we have initiated 
a program [where] we 
would hire new recruits 
to attend the Basic Law 
Enforcement Training 
Academy,” Wagner told 
committee members. 
“From that change, we 
currently have several 
new applicants that have 
applied with us, and I 
guess the number that 
we’re interested in is 
that of  those applicants, 
two are female Hispanic 
applicants and two male 
Hispanic applicants.” 

Wagner also added that 
the department’s three 
newest hires are all His-
panic men, two of  whom 
have been undergoing 
field training.

“They’re progressing 
as we expect them to 
do,” he said. “So, we’ll 
be excited to turn them 
loose and add to our 
fully staffed department 
in the near future, but 
we’re very happy with 
them, and I can tell you 
that during the interview 
process, both of  those 
young man really just 
represented the core 
values and the mission 
of  the police department, 
and they’re really good 
fit for our community, so 
I’m very pleased.” 

Reporter Victoria John-
son can be reached at 
victoria@chathamnr.com.

Staff photo by Tanner Bubeck

Large pottery creations sit on display in front 
of the showroom last Saturday at Mark Hewitt 
Pottery in Pittsboro. Twice a year, the Hewitts 
make and fire more than 1,500 pots and fill their 
showroom for a kiln opening in which people are 
invited to come see and purchase their creations.

Staff photo by Tanner Bubeck

The pottery creations of Mark Hewitt line the shelves and tables of his showroom as a part of his 
recent kiln opening in Pittsboro. Customers were invited to purchase his pieces as well as tour the 
showroom and workspace in which he creates his pottery.

Staff photo by Tanner Bubeck

A view from the inside of one of Mark Hewitt’s 
large kilns, which people may walk in and see 
the many glazed bricks that make up the interior, 
on Saturday at Hewitt’s studio in Pittsboro. The 
kiln is one of several that the Hewitts use, two of 
them being wood-burning kilns.

The pottery creations of Mark Hewitt

CHATHAM IS BOLD!BOLD!
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UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT
Anthony Arias Sorto of  Pittsboro 
graduated with a Master of  Pro-
fessional Studies in leadership for 
Sustainability during commencement 
ceremonies recently at the University 
of  Vermont.
The school is located in Burlington, 
Vermont. 

ST. LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY
Drake Schwehn of  Pittsboro graduat-
ed with a Bachelor of  Arts degree in 
English from St. Lawrence University 
located in Canton, N.Y.

WIDENER UNIVERSITY  
Emma Bronwyn Wilcock of  Pittsboro, 
a summa cum laude graduate, earned 
a bachelor of  science degree in Biology 
from Widener University, College of  
Arts & Sciences.
The school is located in Chester, Penn-
sylvania. 
 

CEDARVILLE UNIVERSITY
Brent Whitley of  Moncure was named 
to the spring 2022 Dean’s Honor List 
at Cedarville University located in 
Cedarville, Ohio. Whitley is majoring in 
Computer Science. 

BELMONT UNIVERSITY
Laura Balan of  Pittsboro was named 
to the spring 2022 Dean’s List at Bel-
mont University in Nashville, Tennes-
see.

UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI
Isabelle Moore of  Siler City has 

been named to the spring 2022 Univer-
sity of  Mississippi’s Chancellor’s List. 
She is majoring in accounting and 
Spanish. 

Bridgewater College
Erika Nettles of  Pittsboro received 

the John W. and Lurene M. Durna 
Award for Excellence in Pre-Law Stud-
ies from Bridgewater College. Nettles is 
a senior psychology major.

RANDOLPH COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE GRADUATION

CHATHAM STUDENTS, Spring 
2022

ASSOCIATE DEGREES
Bear Creek: Cambria Michelle Sipe, 
Nursing
Bennett: Misty Powers Murray, General 
Education, Radiography
Siler City: Shannon Marsh Brooks, Arts 
and General Education; Rachel Neve 
Shaw, Nursing; David Steecher, Com-
puter-Integrated Machining

CERTIFICATES 
Siler City: Christian Emanuel Gomez, 
Collision Repair and Refinishing Tech-
nology; and Erika Gil, Early Childhood 
Education, Infant/Toddler Care

RANDOLPH COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE - ACADEMIC 
STANDINGS

CHATHAM STUDENTS - Spring 
2022

President’s List: Bennett: Misty Murray
Dean’s List: Siler City: Brenda Flores 
Guevara; and Isaac Miconi
Academia Merit List: Bennett: Zachary 
Ritter 

Siler City: Shannon Brooks, Phoeni-
cia Evans, London Frazier, Erika Gil, 
Yasleen Perez Bautista, Alexis Quinn 
and David Stecher

HONORS

BRIEFS

Down Town Café’s ribbon 
cutting set for June 30

SILER CITY — The Chatham Cham-
ber of  Commerce will celebrate the 
grand opening of  Down Town Café, 
located at 113 West Raleigh St., on June 
30.

A ribbon cutting will begin at 10:30 
a.m.; light refreshments will follow.

Down Town Café is a small fami-
ly-owned restaurant, owned and man-
aged by Sherrie Hatfield and serving 
home cooked meals and desserts. Hat-
field has more than 25 years of  experi-
ence in the hospitality business.

Fix-It Plumbing establishes 
CCCC Foundation scholarship

SANFORD — Central Carolina Com-
munity College graduate Neil Coggins 
has established the Fix-It Plumbing 
Scholarship Endowment at his alma 
mater. The scholarship will benefit 
students in the Industrial Systems or 
Building Construction Technologies 
programs.

Fix-it Plumbing Services began in 

1982 as a part-time job for Coggins 
while he was enrolled at CCCC.

“CCCC is definitely special to me and 
close to my heart being that the two 
years I was enrolled directly helped me 
to be where I am today,” said Coggins. 
“The knowledge and skills obtained 
through the two-year Industrial Main-
tenance program opened the door to 
qualify and obtain a great job after 
graduation.”

Coggins points out that his founda-
tion in plumbing skills is due to the in-
vestment of  time, energy and resources 
of  one of  his high school teachers, 
Donnie Brafford.

Upon graduating from CCCC in 
1984, Coggins was employed by Wey-
erhaeuser Company for 11 years as a 
maintenance mechanic and still did 
plumbing work part-time. In October 
1995, he began plumbing as a full-time 
profession.

Coggins says that he and his compa-
ny have been blessed and prosperous 
throughout the years thanks to many 
great employees and great customers.

“We are currently in our 27th year 
with 15 awesome, dedicated and 
skilled employees with a customer 

base in excess of  13,000 customers — 
many of  who are still active custom-
ers since the beginning in 1982,” said 
Coggins. He notes that the success 
of  the family-owned and operated 
business is due to many people -- “the 
hard work, support and dedication of  
myself, my family, great employees, 
our customer base and many good 
friends.” 

Dr. Emily C. Hare, Executive Director 
of  the CCCC Foundation, said she was 

grateful for Mr. Coggins’ generosity to 
his alma mater. 

“CCCC is grateful for the continua-
tion of  support from our alumni base,” 
she said. “Mr. Coggins exemplifies 
generosity through his investment in 
the Foundation and we are grateful to 
him for paying it forward. The Fix-It 
Plumbing Endowment will make a 
difference in the lives of  our students 
for years to come.”

 —CN+R staff reports

Submitted photo

CCLEOA secretary Cathy Judge (center)  hands 
out letters of thanks with gift cards to Cowboy 
Cafe to Chief Mike Wagner (left) and Lt. Jason 
Boyd (right) on May 17 at the Ramseur Police 
Department. The letters were given to honor 
police officers during the 2022 National Police 
Week.

Submitted photo

CCLEOA secretary Cathy Judge (center)  
hands out letters of thanks with gift cards to 
Chief Aaron Presley (left) and Capt. David 
Jessup (right) on May 17 at the Ramseur Police 
Department. The letters were given to honor 
police officers during the 2022 National Police 
Week.

Submitted photo

In honor of the recent National Police Week, the Chatham County Law Enforcement Officers Association 
honored those working in the field. From left, office manager Teresa Clark, Capt. Troy Roberson, Officer 
Benjamin Hadley, Officer Sam Bradburn and Officer Delanie Womack recieve letters of thanks as well as 
giftcards to Subway Restaurant from CCLEOA secretary Cathy Judge (center) on May 17 at the Pittsboro 
Police Department. The letters were given to honor police officers during the 2022 National Police Week.

Chatham County LEO

Pittsboro

Chad Virgil, CFP®, ChFC®, CLU®

630 East St Suite 2
919-545-5669

Pittsboro

Lee Shanklin, AAMS®

120 Lowes Drive Suite 107
919-545-0125

Governors Club

Sharon A Dickens, AAMS®

50101 Governors Dr Suite 118
919-967-9968

Fearrington

Kathy Brommage, CFP®

190 Chatham Downs Drive
Suite 103
919-960-6119

Penguin Place

Eric C Williams, AAMS®

114 Russet Run Suite 120
919-542-3020

Pittsboro

Kevin C Maley, AAMS®

984 Thompson St Suite E2
919-444-2961

Chapel Hill

Jessica L Villagrana
180 Providence Rd
Suite 1c
984-219-6635

Siler City

Laura Clapp, CFP®, AAMS™
301 E Raleigh St
919-663-1051

edwardjones.com     Member SIPC

Crypto: Investment 
or Speculation?

  With cryptocurrencies so much in the 
news, you might be wondering if you should 
invest in them. But “invest” may not be 
the right word – because, in many ways, 
cryptocurrencies, or “crypto” for short, are 
more speculation than investment. 
   But what’s really the difference between 
a speculator and an investor? Probably 
the main factor is the differing views of 
time. A true investor is in it for the long 
term, building a portfolio that, over many 
years, can eventually provide the financial 
resources to achieve important goals, such 
as a comfortable retirement. But speculators 
want to see results, in the form of big gains, 
right now – and they’re often willing to take 
big risks to achieve these outcomes.
   There’s also the difference in knowledge. 
Investors know that they’re buying shares 
of stock in a company that manufactures 
products or provides services. But many 
speculators in cryptocurrency don’t fully 
comprehend what they’re buying – because 
crypto just isn’t that easy to understand. 
Cryptocurrency is a digital asset, and 
cryptocurrency transactions only exist as 
digital entries on a blockchain, with the 
“block” essentially being just a collection 
of information, or digital ledgers. But even 
knowing this doesn’t necessarily provide a 
clear picture to many of those entering the 
crypto world. 
    In addition to time and understanding, two 
other elements help define cryptocurrency’s 
speculative nature:
• Volatility – Cryptocurrencies are subject to 
truly astonishing price swings, with big gains 
followed by enormous losses – sometimes 
within a matter of hours. What’s behind this 
type of volatility? Actually, several factors 
are involved. For one thing, the price of 
Bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies depends 
heavily on supply and demand – and the 

demand can skyrocket when media outlets and 
crypto “celebrities” tout a particular offering. 
Furthermore, speculators will bet on crypto 
prices moving up or down, and these bets can 
trigger a rush on buying and selling, again 
leading to the rapid price movements. And 
many purchasers of crypto, especially young 
people, want to see big profits quickly, so when 
they lose large amounts, which is common, 
they often simply quit the market, contributing 
to the volatility.
• Lack of regulation – When you invest 
in the traditional financial markets, your 
transactions are regulated by the Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC), and the firms 
with which you invest are typically overseen by 
the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority 
(FINRA). Other agencies are also involved 
in regulating various investments. These 
regulating bodies work to ensure the basic 
fairness of the financial markets and to prevent 
and investigate fraud. But cryptocurrency 
exchanges are essentially unregulated, and 
this lack of oversight has contributed to the 
growth of “scam” exchanges, crypto market 
manipulation, excessive trading fees and other 
predatory practices. This “Wild West” scenario 
should be of concern to anyone putting money 
in crypto.
The cryptocurrency market is still relatively 
new, and it’s certainly possible that, in 
the future, crypto can become more of an 
investment and less of a speculation. In fact, 
Congress is actively considering ways to 
regulate the cryptocurrency market. But for 
now, caveat emptor – “let the buyer beware.”

This article was written by Edward Jones for use 
by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC
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Commissioners consider historical marker 
for county’s lynching victims

The Chatham County 
Board of  Commissioners 
met Tuesday evening to 
consider accepting the 
donation of  a historical 
marker remembering 
the county’s lynching 
victims. The donation, 
if  approved, would come 
from the Community 
Remembrance Coali-
tion-Chatham and the 
national Equal Justice 
Initiative; the EJI, based 
on Montgomery, Ala-
bama, has sponsored 
dozens of  such markers 
across the country. 

EJI’s founder, Bryan 
Stevenson, is a public 
interest lawyer who has 
dedicated his career to 
helping the poor, the 
incarcerated, and the 
condemned. In speaking 
about EJI’s historical 
marker project, he said: 
“The public narrative a 

nation creates about what 
is important is reflected 
in memorials and monu-
ments. Who is honored, 
what is remembered, 
what is memorialized 
tells a story about a soci-
ety that can’t be reflected 
in other ways.”

According to the EJI, 
the Historical Marker 
Project works with local 
groups to erect narra-
tive markers in public 
locations describing the 
devastating violence, 
today widely unknown, 
that once took place in 
these locations. These 
projects and the other 
engagement efforts that 
community coalitions de-
velop center the African 
American experience of  
racial injustice, empow-
er African American 
community members 
who have directly borne 

this trauma, and invite 
the entire community to 
use truth to give voice to 
those experiences and 
expose their legacies.

The CRC-C’s mission is 
to improve race rela-
tions, enhance comity, 
empathy and understand-
ing across and within 
Chatham County’s races, 
faiths and communi-
ties. Tuesday’s vote by 
the commission board 
occurred after press 
time. Prior to the vote, we 
asked the CRC-C about 
the marker, which would 
honor six Chatham resi-
dents who were lynched: 
Harriet Finch, Jerry 
Finch, Lee Tyson and 
John Pattishall in 1885, 
Henry Jones in 1889, and 
Eugene Daniel in 1921.

The idea of a historical 
marker to memorialize 
Chatham’s lynching victims 
has been in the works for 
some time. Commissioners 
were expected to accept 
the donation of that marker 
at Tuesday night’s meeting, 
which took place after our 
press time for this edition. 
Why is erecting a marker 
like this a good and appro-
priate thing to do?

These lynchings took 
place in a time when 
Black Americans were 
denied equal political, 
economic, educational 
and political rights, 
privileges and opportuni-
ties. Now more and more 
Americans of  every color 
recognize those injustices 
for what they were and 
want a better society 
and a truer democracy. 
Memorializing the lives 
of  these victims in a 
county which saw the 
second highest number 
of  lynchings in North 
Carolina is a key step 
forward, an acceptance 
of  the fact of  injustice, 
and a commitment by the 
whole community to keep 
making progress.

What’s the proposed 
location for the marker?

The marker will go 
near the new Chatham 
Justice Center, on the 

south side of  the county 
government annex at 12 
East St. in Pittsboro, so 
that it will be a powerful 
reminder of  the need for 
justice and to provide a 
site for the public, from 
school children to elders, 
to learn and understand 
our shared history in 
Chatham County.

What permitting and 
government approval is 
required for the marker?

The Community 
Remembrance Coalition 
Chatham (CRC-C.org), 
together the NAACP 
branches in Chatham 
County, applied through 
the planning commission 
for a permit to erect the 
historical marker. We 
and the Equal Justice 
provided all the details 
requested concerning the 
site, details of  erection 
of  the marker and the 
EJI-approved text for the 
marker.  

The approval and place-
ment of this marker would 
come soon after observanc-
es in memory of Eugene 
Daniel (last September) and 
the other lynching victims 
earlier this year, which 
included a soil removal 
ceremony (with some of 
that soil going to the EJI 
museum in Montgomery.) 
Those events reflect what 
a community doing similar 
work in Tennessee said: 
“There can be no reconcil-
iation and healing without 
remembering the past.” In 
this work toward healing, 
what’s next for the CRC-C?

We have other import-
ant projects underway or 
in the planning stages. 
We plan to present to 
the county’s commu-
nity with a mural that 
captures the history of  
the Black Chathamites 
and the brighter future 
they foresee. We are 
working on expanding 
and further developing a 
walking tour of  down-
town Pittsboro that will 
feature key sites of  Black 
life in the city.  

CRC-C is joined with 
the NAACP branches in 

the county to address 
the issue of  excessive 
unnecessary suspensions 
for minority students and 
special needs children in 
our schools; their rates 
of  suspension far exceed 
those of  non-minority 
children. We would like 
to develop a project that 
would help released pris-
oners return to produc-
tive life and are exploring 
the options.  

Finally, and very 
importantly, we want to 
work more closely with 
the business develop-
ment community of  the 
county to ensure vibrant 
life of  our Black com-
munity, which depends 
on jobs and support for 
Black businesses in the 
county. Without that 
key economic access 
and wealth-building, 
our Black community, 
churches and cultural 
contributions to the 
county will wither and 
disappear as the county’s 
economic development 
ignores basic fairness to 
our own citizens.  

We welcome new mem-
bers and encourage those 
interested in our projects 
to contact us on our web-
site home page (CRC-C.
org). Donations are very 
welcome and work 100% 
to help our local com-
munity. We have no paid 
staff so all funds go to our 
charitable projects.

Your group is planning 
a trip to Montgomery later 
this year. What details can 
you share, and is that trip 
open to the public?

The trip is open to the 
public, subject to health 
and access conditions. 
We are planning to visit 
Montgomery from Sept. 
19-21, traveling by bus. 
We have arranged with 
the EJI to visit the new 
Legacy Museum and 
the National Memorial 
for Peace and Justice. 
Together these two sites 
tell the powerful story 
of  slavery in the United 
States and encourage all 
Americans to commit to 
redeem our history with 
a better future.

CHATHAM CHAT | COMMUNITY REMEMBRANCE COALITION

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

This jar of soil, from 
Eugene Daniel’s 
lynching site, will go 
on display at the Equal 
Justice Initiative’s 
Legacy Museum in 
Montgomery, Alabama.

Siler City board delays vote on subdivision 
to discuss affordable housing component

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — The town’s board of  
commissioners postponed a vote Mon-
day to rezone a 99.73-acre tract of  land 
near Hwy. 421 and Harold Andrews 
Road that would be developed into a 
214-unit housing development.

Instead, after a public hearing, 
commissioners decided to gather for 
a special meeting on Monday, June 27, 
to give developers a chance to come up 
with a plan for affordable housing units 
for the new neighborhood. 

Siler City Planning and Community 
Development Director Jack Meadows 
presented the rezoning question and 

subdivision plan to the board and gave 
more specifics about the size and the 
conditions of  the rezoning request. 
The request was made by Apex-based 
Raval Realty LLC on behalf  of  the 
owner, Mary France Davis Life Estate, 
represented by Gary Davis of  Salis-
bury.

The development would be located 
on Harold Andrews Road and would 
have 147 single-family residential lots 
and 67 multi-family three-bedroom 
townhomes. In order to rezone from 
A-R (Agricultural-Residential) to R-3-C 
(Residential-3-Conditional), the town 
would have to annex the property, since 
it’s currently outside of  the town’s 
corporate limits. 

Not everyone was on board with the 
new subdivision. 

Siler City resident and pastor Donald 
Matthews, who unsuccessfully sought 
the mayor’s seat in May’s primary, 
spoke during the public comment 
section of  the hearing. He said the town 
shouldn’t be considering a new sub-
division when they are under a water 
moratorium preventing any additional 
sewer and water connections within 
town limits. 

“How in the name of  God can we al-
low 127 new homes plus 67 more apart-
ments and we can’t take care of  what 
we got?” he said. “We need to work on 
infrastructure before we get any new 
projects going.”

Commissioners had some concerns 
regarding the development, most 
specifically with the lack of  proposed 
affordable housing units. Lewis Fadely 
and Mayor Chip Price expressed their 
concerns during Monday’s meeting, 
saying they wanted to ensure afford-
able housing was a part of  the proposed 
subdivision. 

The board agreed and voted to recess 
the public hearing until 6:30 p.m. next 
Monday at Wren Memorial Library’s 
multipurpose room, where the commis-
sioners will hold a special meeting. 

Reporter Taylor Heeden can be reached 
at theeden@chathamnr.com and on 
Twitter at @HeedenTaylor.

SILER CITY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

2021 Community Assessment 
report to be released July 1
PITTSBORO — The 2021 Chatham 

County Community Assessment 
report is nearing completion and will 
be published online for community 
viewing on July 1, 2022. Hard copies of  
the assessment will be made available 
to the public in various locations in the 
coming months.

The Assessment is a project of  the 
Chatham County Public Health De-
partment (CCPHD), Chatham Health 
Alliance, and Chatham Hospital, and is 
produced every three years. Previously 
called the Community Health Assess-
ment, the Community Assessment doc-
uments important information related 
to health and well-being in Chatham 
County, covering topics ranging from 

health insurance, affordable housing, 
mental health, substance use, inter-
net access, discrimination, maternal 
health, and poverty.

The report will be available online 
at www.chathamcountync.gov/heal-
threports, where visitors can also find 
past Community Assessments, State 
of  the County Health Reports, and 
other health data reports. The CCPHD 
has been posting data from the report 
online at www.facebook.com/cha-
thamhealth over the last few days and 
will continue to do so in the coming 
weeks.

To learn more about the Chatham 
County Public Health Department, 
visit www.chathamcountync.gov/
publichealth or www.facebook.com/
chathamhealth.

—CN+R staff reports

NEWS BRIEF

The Town of Siler City Board of Commissioners are 
accepting letters of interest from the public to serve 
as a member of the Siler City Board of Commissioners 
representing the At-Large District. Interested parties 
must be registered and eligible to vote in the city 
limits (all the highlighted areas on the map below) in 
order to be considered.

Siler City Board of Commissioners Are Accepting 
Letters of Interest for the At-Large Commissioner Vacancy 

The Town of Siler City Board of Commissioners are accepting letters of interest from the public to serve 
as a member of the Siler City Board of Commissioners representing the At-Large District. Interested par-
ties must be registered and eligible to vote in the city limits (all the highlighted areas on the map below) 

in order to be considered. 

Letters of interest and any supporting information about qualifications and experience should be         
submitted no later than 2:00pm on Friday, July 8, 2022. 

Submit letters to: 

Jenifer Johnson 

Town Clerk 

Town of Siler City 

PO Box 769 

Siler City, NC 27344 

jjohnson@silercity.org 

For questions, please contact Jenifer Johnson at 919-742-4731 or jjohnson@silercity.org. 

Siler City Board of Commissioners 
Are Accepting Letters of 
Interest for the At-Large 
Commissioner Vacancy

For questions, please contact Jenifer Johnson at 
919-742-4731 or jjohnson@silercity.org.

Letters of interest and any supporting information about 
qualifications and experience should be submitted 
no later than 2:00pm on Friday, July 8, 2022.

SUBMIT LETTERS TO: 
Jenifer Johnson 

Town Clerk 
Town of Siler City 

PO Box 769
Siler City, NC 27344 

jjohnson@silercity.org
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Misperception, the real enemy, wins as saber-rattling 
over China drowns out people-to-people exchanges

BY BUCK RYAN & LEI 
JIAO

Special to the News + Record

Editor’s note: This is the second 
part of  a two-part exchange on 
U.S.-China relations. Journal-
ism professor Buck Ryan in 
Kentucky and English lecturer 
Lei Jiao in Wuhan, China, pur-
sue cross-cultural understand-
ing through news events — this 
time the demise of  Confucius 
Institutes and Fulbright and 
Peace Corps programs to China.

BUCK: Lei, help me please. 
I’m feeling chilled.

LEI: Put on a sweater, Buck, 
or maybe grab a throw blanket. 
You’ll feel warmer soon.

BUCK: No, I don’t think so. 
I’m feeling the chill of  a Mao 
memory during the Cold War.

LEI: What?
BUCK: I hear China’s leader 

egged on the Soviet Union 
during the Cuban Missile Cri-
sis in 1962 to start an East-West 
nuclear war.

LEI: What?!
BUCK: Yes, Mao Zedong 

traveled to Moscow a couple 
of  times and urged the Soviet 
leader, Nikita Khrushchev, and 
his henchmen to push the red 
button. Mao estimated that 300 
million Chinese could survive 
a nuclear war.

LEI: Survive! How many 
Chinese would die?

BUCK: About 300 million. No 
problem.

LEI: OMG, where did you 
hear that?

BUCK: In a lecture by a 
Chinese professor, Yawei Liu, 
titled “From Nixon to Biden: 
What Has Gone Wrong with 
the Sino-American Relation-
ship?” That Mao story has me 
completely weirded out.

LEI: Buck, isn’t that what 
Trump said about the scandals 
of  a certain young North Caro-
lina congressman who lost his 
primary election despite his 
endorsement?

BUCK: Oh, Lei, you’re good.
LEI: I think that story is as 

reliable as a good Trump tweet.
BUCK: Say what?
LEI: Don’t you remember 

what Trump revealed to his at-
torney general, Bill Barr, about 
his secret to a good tweet?

BUCK: No, what?
LEI: Just the right amount 

of  crazy.
BUCK: LOL. But you remind-

ed me of  Professor Liu’s key 
lecture point.

LEI: What’s that?
BUCK: Misperception can 

lead to miscalculation, and 
miscalculation will inevitably 
lead to conflict.

LEI: Bingo, Buck! And do 
you know the best antidote to 
misperception and miscalcu-
lation?

BUCK: No.
LEI: People-to-people ex-

changes. Those experiences 
can clear people’s heads and 
warm their hearts. It’s called 
soft power. Americans used it 
in China for generations.

BUCK: Oh?
LEI: The YMCA movement 

was active in China as early 
as the 1870s, Rotary Interna-
tional opened a Shanghai club 
in 1919, then, of  course, you 
remember when the American 
Ping-Pong team was invited to 
China in 1971.

BUCK: Ah, yes, the days of  
ping pong diplomacy.

LEI: And don’t forget the 
government-funded efforts. 
Ever hear of  the U.S. State De-
partment’s Bureau of  Educa-
tional and Cultural Affairs?

BUCK: Tell me more.
LEI: Well, I counted 40 

programs on its website for 
U.S. citizens wishing to study 
abroad for cultural, education-
al or professional exchange.

BUCK: Did that list include 
the Fulbright program?

LEI: Yes, Chinese and Amer-
ican Fulbright scholars were 
working in China under the Na-
tionalist government before the 
establishment of  the People’s 
Republic of  China in October 
1949. And don’t forget, the Peace 
Corps came to China in 1993.

BUCK: Sad to say, Lei, but 
the Fulbright programs and 
the Peace Corps hit the skids.

LEI: Yes, President Trump’s 
executive orders in 2020 termi-
nated the Fulbright exchange 
program in China and Hong 
Kong and axed the Peace Corps 
program in China, too.

BUCK: Oh gee.
LEI: So who sponsored Pro-

fessor Liu’s lecture?
BUCK: The University of  

Minnesota’s China Center.
LEI: Wait, Buck, I know that 

place.
BUCK: Really?
LEI: Yes, I spent a year in a 

people-to-people program spon-
sored by the University of  Min-
nesota’s Confucius Institute.

BUCK: What did you do?
LEI: I taught Mandarin to 

elementary school students at 
a Chinese immersion school 
outside Minneapolis. I brought 
along my daughter, Ruby, who 
was in the 2nd grade.

BUCK: What year was that?
LEI: 2014. That was a won-

derful time for Ruby and me. 
The schoolchildren and their 
American teachers loved the 
experience. We learned a lot 
from each other.

BUCK: You know, that Con-
fucius Institute closed in 2019.

LEI: It’s not alone.
BUCK: Yes, in North Caroli-

na, the Confucius Institutes at 
Pfeiffer University, N.C. State 
University and UNC Charlotte 
were all gone by 2020. Our Con-
fucius Institute at the Universi-
ty of  Kentucky was shut down 
abruptly one day in 2021.

LEI: China’s Confucius Insti-
tute program started in 1994. 
It was our attempt at using 
soft power through teaching 
Mandarin and Chinese art and 
culture in school classrooms.

BUCK: How far did it go?
LEI: Honestly, the stats are a 

moving target. Let’s say for the 
peak there were 550 institutes in 
162 countries and regions with 
1,172 classrooms in primary and 
secondary schools, as of Decem-
ber 2019. Official estimates of  
students trained: more than 13 
million, as of October 2021.

BUCK: No happy ending, 
though.

LEI: Right. Confucius Insti-
tutes started to fade, just like 
Mike Campbell went bankrupt 
in Hemingway’s “The Sun Also 
Rises” (1926).

BUCK: How did that happen?
LEI: Two ways. Gradually 

and then suddenly.
BUCK: Got it.
LEI: Of  the 121 Confucius 

Institutes that opened in the 
U.S. since 2004, only 20 or so 
remain open and some of  those 
announced they’ll close in 2022.

BUCK: So what’s killing 
them, Lei?

LEI: Suspicion, mostly. It 
started with faculty concerns 
about academic freedom, shady 
deals with partner universities, 
lack of  transparency.

BUCK: When was that?
LEI: Well the American 

Association of  University Pro-
fessors issued a statement in 
2014 — the same year I was in 
Minnesota — urging American 
universities to cease their col-
laborations or fix the problems.

BUCK: And Congress put the 
ax down, too, right?

LEI: Right, Buck. Chop, chop, 
chop:

• 2018, the National Defense 
Authorization Act restricted 

colleges hosting Confucius In-
stitutes from receiving federal 
funding for language classes.

• 2020, the State Department 
designated CI headquarters a 
“foreign mission.”

• 2021, the National Defense 
Authorization Act restricted 
research funding for universi-
ties with Confucius Institutes.

You get the idea.
BUCK: What did they fear?
LEI: Spying, theft of  intel-

lectual property, propaganda. 
You know, they rounded up the 
usual suspects.

BUCK: I’m shocked — 
shocked! Like the police chief  
in “Casablanca.”

LEI: Buck, there’s a Con-
fucius Institute in Casablanca.

BUCK: You’re kidding.
LEI: No, at the University 

Hassan II in Morocco. There’s 
a growing demand in Arab 
countries to learn the new lan-
guage of  commerce — Chinese.

BUCK: I see.
LEI: We have an ancient 

Chinese expression to explain 
what happened to those Con-
fucius Institutes in the U.S.

BUCK: What’s that?
LEI: They threw the baby out 

with the bath water.
BUCK: LOL. I think I under-

stand our best hope for peace 
right now.

LEI: What’s that?
BUCK: People-to-people ex-

changes for everybody like this 
one between you and me.

LEI: Right, Buck. That might 
be our best defense against 
people going nuclear.

About the authors: Buck 
Ryan, a University of  Kentucky 
journalism professor, and Lei 
Jiao, an English lecturer at Wu-
han University of  Technology, 
Hubei Province, China, col-
laborate on articles to advance 
cross-cultural understanding.

You can read the first part of  
this exchange, “A new Cold War 
recipe: Take China’s overconfi-
dence, add our misperceptions, 
then dip it in a batter of  ‘strate-
gic ambiguity,’” at https://bit.
ly/3zeUJga.

Illustration by Ruby Wang

Lei Jiao’s daughter, Ruby, 
now 15 and living in Wuhan, 
China, depicts how the noisy 
saber-rattling between the 
U.S. and China interrupts the 
kind of people-to-people 
exchange she enjoyed 
with her mother in the 
U.S. in 2014. The book the 
American boy is studying 
with a Chinese friend is 
titled ‘Modern Mandarin.’

Bowen Insurance Agency is located at:

1345 Thompson Street

 

Give us a call at 919-444-2499

www.boweninsurance.com

Bowen Insurance 

Agency 

serves Pittsboro, 

Chapel Hill, Siler City, 

and the surrounding 

communities.

C
all Bowen Insurance Agency today 

for all of your insurance needs!  

We specialize in homeowners, auto, 

and life insurance.

We are OPEN 
and here for you.

Jennifer McLaurin
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Solution for the puzzle in last week’s edition.
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CALL US AT 
919-918-0368Wanderlust

IS AHEAD

You have done amazing things. You’ve packed 
your stuff in a backpack and trekked across 
Europe. You’ve volunteered for the Peace 
Corps and slept in a tent. You have lived in an 
800 square foot apartment in the city. 
Your adventure doesn’t end at retirement.

SO WHAT’S STOPPING YOU?

VISIT GALLOWAYRIDGE.COM

SCAN HERE to take our 
“Rightsize your life” 

assessment.

Medical Direction Provided By

 
 
 
                                                            Downtown Siler City          

OLD NORTH STATE  
                 INSURANCE SERVICES  919-742-3422 

Insurance = 
Peace of Mind

We seek the best coverage for the 
best price for your way of life
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The yolk’s on me
It’s another egg column.
I’ll let you in on a little se-

cret.
I had a 

horrible May 
at the deal-
ership. And 
when you 
work on 100% 
commission, 
if  you don’t 
produce, 
what can 
be a very 
well-paying 

gig, ain’t so much.
So, instead of  chicken in my 

very frequent dinner salads, if  
has been hard boiled eggs. 

Here’s the skinny (pun sort 
of  intended) on the price dif-
ference; for a gram of  protein 
from an egg, the price is two 
cents. For a gram of  chicken 
protein, it’s 92.5 cents.

So …
Everybody who eats eggs has 

had that hard boiled egg where 
the white is tough and rubbery 
and the yolk is dry as chalk 
and the palest of  yellows with 
an outer ring around it that is 
the green resembling cartoon 
zombie flesh. 

That egg was insanely over-
cooked.

And, the odor of  an egg like 
this is multiplied exponential-
ly. It has the sulfur of  the bow-
els (pun absolutely intended) 
of  hell.

It’s not a pleasant eating 
experience.

When a hammered egg is 
made into egg salad, you get a 
foul smelling mess that taste 
like dirty dishes.

Inside potato salad it confers 
a rubbery bite and a funky 
aftertaste.

No bueno.
Overcooking is bad.
So, we move to a seemingly 

well-cooked egg. Firm white 
and pale yellow yolk.

But.
That yolk is still so dry you 

can draw a hopscotch court on 
a sidewalk. It’ll crumble in a 
salad and your left with pale 
yellow dust.

Then a conventionally 
cooked hard boiled egg ain’t 
the greatest either.

So, what’s a discerning ova-
vore to do?

When I was a kid and got 
sick, my mom would make 
a dish for me that I loved so 
much, I almost looked forward 
to catching something.

It was two soft-boiled eggs, in 
a Tupperware bowl with mar-
garine, salt, and pepper. It was 
delicious and comforting.

Lately I’d bought a few dozen 
organic, free range, small 
producer eggs. The yolks were 
almost orange. But hard boiled 
for a conventional manner, 
they turned that namby-pamby 
pale yellow and dry.

That meant that I had to 
shake up the cooking proce-
dure. 

The goal was to take a reg-

ular cook and infuse it with a 
little of  Mom’s sick day treat.

I tinkered, cooked a few 
dozen dozen eggs and came up 
with a procedure that works 
with two or 12 eggs — every 
time. 

What I came up with is a 
white that is in no way rubbery 
and a yolk that is bright yellow 
and moist.

I call them Bright and Early 
Hardboiled eggs.

‘Cause the yolk is bright 
and you take them off the heat 
early.

Next hurdle is peeling those 
darn eggs. The way to get a 
clean peel is to get that darn 
membrane off the egg along 
with the shell. Leaving the 
membrane is shards is what 
make the shell come off with 
chunks of  white. Not only is it 
unsightly, you’re losing hunks 
of  the egg; you’re literally 
throwing food down the drain.

So, what I offer below is both 
recipe and technique.

With food prices rising every 
day, cheap protein is not a ter-
rible idea — for anybody.

Thanks for your time.
Contact me at dm@bullcity.

mom.
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DEBBIE 
MATTHEWS
The Curious 
Cook

Bright & Early Hard-Boiled Eggs
Place eggs into a pot in which they easily fit. Cover with 

cold water. Place on burner at 8 and bring to a full boil. 
Immediately cover and remove from heat. Let sit covered 
for 11 minutes.

After exactly 11 minutes, remove from pot and place into 
a bowl filled with ice and enough water to cover by at least 
1/2 inch.

Let sit in ice water for around 15 minutes before peeling.
 

Peeling Hard-Boiled Eggs
One at a time, place egg in a big, heavy mug. Jiggle and 

shake the egg in the mug for about 15 seconds. Dunk in the 
ice water, then peel the shell away.

I know it sounds crazy, Gentle Reader, but it works. 

Easiest Deviled Eggs Ever
Slice the eggs in half and put the yolks in a zip-top bag. 

For each 6 yolks, add 2 teaspoons Dijon mustard and Ð cup 
mayonnaise. Season with salt and pepper then add flavor; 1 
teaspoon of herbs and spices.
Middle Eastern-Za’atar
Spanish-Smoked Paprika
Mexican-Tajin
Chinese-Five Spice
Italian-Garlic and Basil
Greek-Lemon zest and oregano

Massage the bag until the mixture is thoroughly com-
bined.

Clip one corner off the bag then fill the hollowed halves 
of the whites like it’s a pastry bag.

Garnish with something that denotes the flavor of the 
filling.

Courtesy of Debbie Matthews

Two styles of deviled eggs.

Courtesy of Debbie Matthews

Peeled eggs.

Adam Phillips, Miranda Parker, Mary Maloney, Gary Phillips, Jay Parker, Don Basnight, Ken Tunnell, Terri Turner, Crystal Fisher

If you are considering a move, we’re here ready to help! 
The spring market is here and now is the time to prepare.

Reach out to Weaver Street Realty
when it’s time for a change.

WeaverStreetRealty.com
919-929-5658  •  info@WeaverStreetRealty.com
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C A L L  O U R  R E C R U I T E R S  O R  S T O P  B Y  T O D A Y

M O U N T A I R E J O B S . C O M
1 1 0 0  E  T H I R D  S T R E E T  |  S I L E R  C I T Y  |  N C

( 9 1 9 )  6 6 3 - 6 7 1 2

COME GROW YOUR CAREER WITH US!
WE'RE ALWAYS HIRING! 

On-Site Health & Wellness Center
401(k) and Profit Sharing
Great Pay and Benefits
Educational Assistance
One week of vacation after

OUR BENEFITS INCLUDE:

90 days and additional 
week after 180 days

OPEN 8AM-5PM MONDAY-FRIDAY

apply ahead at mountairejobs.com
ON-SITE INTERVIEWS!

1100 E THIRD STREET, SILER CITY

NKOSI CAMPBELL, EMPLOYMENT MANAGER

STOP BY AND SEE OUR RECRUITERS TODAY!


